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Wednesday, February 7, 2018
Subject: Home — A Spiritual View

For various reasons the idea of home can be a changing concept to many. These read-
ings explore, with examples from the Bible, how our Spiritual Home is always intact.

Hymns: 279 148 95
Holy Bible

John 14:1-3, 27
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place
for you.

And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am,
there ye may be also.

Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you: not as the world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

Gen 21:1-2, 9-21
And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken.

For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to
him.

And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.

Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman
shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.

And the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s sight because of his son.

And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy
bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be
called.

And also of the son of the bondwoman will | make a nation, because he is thy seed.

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar,
putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in the
wilderness of Beer—sheba.

And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs.

And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let
me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept.

And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto
her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.

Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for | will make him a great nation.



And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water,
and gave the lad drink.

And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.

And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.

Ruth 1:1-16

Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain
man of Beth—lehem—judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons.
And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons
Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth—lehem—judah. And they came into the country of Moab, and con-
tinued there.

And Elimelech Naomi’s husband died; and she was left, and her two sons.

And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the
other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years.

And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons and her hus-
band.

Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab: for she had
heard in the country of Moab how that the Lord had visited his people in giving them bread.

Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, and her two daughters in law with her; and
they went on the way to return unto the land of Judah.

And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother’s house: the Lord deal kind-
ly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.

The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them;
and they lifted up their voice, and wept.

And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people.

And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? are there yet any more sons in my
womb, that they may be your husbands?

Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for | am too old to have an husband. If | should say, | have hope,
if | should have an husband also to-night, and should also bear sons;

Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye stay for them from having husbands? nay, my
daughters; for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the Lord is gone out against me.

And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto
her.

And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou after
thy sister in law.

And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest,
| will go; and where thou lodgest, | will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:



Psalm 46:1-3, 10-11
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the
midst of the sea;

Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.

Be still, and know that | am God: | will be exalted among the heathen, | will be exalted in the earth.

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge

Il Kings 4:8-17

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she constrained him to

eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread.

And she said unto her husband, Behold now, | perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by
us continually.

Let us make a little chamber, | pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and
a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.

And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there.

And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before
him.

And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to
be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she an-
swered, | dwell among mine own people.

And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her
husband is old.

And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door.

And he said, About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said,
Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid.

And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, according to the
time of life.

Psalm 91:1-16
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

| will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will | trust.
Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.

He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and
buckler.

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.

A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.



Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.

Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will | deliver him: | will set him on high, because he hath
known my name.

He shall call upon me, and | will answer him: | will be with him in trouble; | will deliver him, and honour
him.

With long life will | satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

254: 10, 31

When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect mortals grasp
the ultimate of spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating
the great problem of being, is doing much.

Pilgrim on earth, thy home is heaven; stranger, thou art the guest of God.

480:2-5
Where the spirit of God is, and there is no place where God is not, evil becomes nothing, — the opposite
of the something of Spirit.

58: 12

There is moral freedom in Soul. Never contract the horizon of a worthy outlook by the selfish exaction of
all another’s time and thoughts. With additional joys, benevolence should grow more diffusive. The nar-
rowness and jealousy, which would confine a wife or a husband forever within four walls, will not promote
the sweet interchange of confidence and love; but on the other hand, a wandering desire for incessant
amusement outside the home circle is a poor augury for the happiness of wedlock. Home is the dearest
spot on earth, and it should be the centre, though not the boundary, of the affections.

451: 14

Man walks in the direction towards which he looks, and where his treasure is, there will his heart be also.
If our hopes and affections are spiritual, they come from above, not from beneath, and they bear as of old
the fruits of the Spirit.

454: 5-9, 18
The understanding, even in a degree, of the divine All-power destroys fear, and plants the feet in the true
path, — the path which leads to the house built without hands “eternal in the heavens.”

Love inspires, illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and
strength and freedom to speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for divine
Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect concept. Patience must “have her per-
fect work.”



242: 9

There is but one way to heaven, harmony, and Christ in divine Science shows us this way. It is to know no
other reality — to have no other consciousness of life — than good, God and His reflection, and to rise
superior to the so-called pain and pleasure of the senses.

367:17

A Christian Scientist occupies the place at this period of which Jesus spoke to his disciples, when he said:
“Ye are the salt of the earth.” “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.” Let
us watch, work, and pray that this salt lose not its saltness, and that this light be not hid, but radiate and

glow into noontide glory.

458:25-28 The
The Christian Scientist wisely shapes his course, and is honest and consistent in following the leadings
of divine Mind.

248:15-29

What is the model before mortal mind? Is it imperfection, joy, sorrow, sin, suffering? Have you accepted
the mortal model? Are you reproducing it? Then you are haunted in your work by vicious sculptors and

hideous forms. Do you not hear from all mankind of the imperfect model? The world is holding it before
your gaze continually. The result is that you are liable to follow those lower patterns, limit your life-work,
and adopt into your experience the angular outline and deformity of matter models.

To remedy this, we must first turn our gaze in the right direction, and then walk that way. We must form
perfect models in thought and look at them continually, or we shall never carve them out in grand and no-
ble lives.

280:1

In the infinitude of Mind, matter must be unknown. Symbols and elements of discord and decay are not
products of the infinite, perfect, and eternal All. From Love and from the light and harmony which are the
abode of Spirit, only reflections of good can come. All things beautiful and harmless are ideas of Mind.
Mind creates and multiplies them, and the product must be mental.

392:22
Your decisions will master you, whichever direction they take.

444:7

If Christian Scientists ever fail to receive aid from other Scientists, — their brethren upon whom they may
call, — God will still guide them into the right use of temporary and eternal means. Step by step will those
who trust Him find that “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

264:28-9
When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man’s spiritual being, we shall behold and
understand God’s creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man.

The universe of Spirit is peopled with spiritual beings, and its government is divine Science. Man is the
offspring, not of the lowest, but of the highest qualities of Mind. Man understands spiritual existence in
proportion as his treasures of Truth and Love are enlarged. Mortals must gravitate Godward, their affec-
tions and aims grow spiritual, — they must near the broader interpretations of being, and gain some prop-
er sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality may be put off.

494:10

Divine Love always has met and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that Jesus
demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time, since to all
mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.



566:1-9

As the children of Israel were guided triumphantly through the Red Sea, the dark ebbing and flowing tides
of human fear, — as they were led through the wilderness, walking wearily through the great desert of
human hopes, and anticipating the promised joy, — so shall the spiritual idea guide all right desires in their
passage from sense to Soul, from a material sense of existence to the spiritual, up to the glory prepared
for them who love God.

21:9

If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He constantly turns away from material
sense, and looks towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If honest, he will be in earnest from the start,
and gain a little each day in the right direction, till at last he finishes his course with joy.

248:15-29

What is the model before mortal mind? Is it imperfection, joy, sorrow, sin, suffering? Have you accepted
the mortal model? Are you reproducing it? Then you are haunted in your work by vicious sculptors and
hideous forms. Do you not hear from all mankind of the imperfect model? The world is holding it before
your gaze continually. The result is that you are liable to follow those lower patterns, limit your life-work,
and adopt into your experience the angular outline and deformity of matter models.

To remedy this, we must first turn our gaze in the right direction, and then walk that way. We must form
perfect models in thought and look at them continually, or we shall never carve them out in grand and no-
ble lives.
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