Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago
Wednesday, January 31, 2018
Subject: Putting off false labels: Past, Present, and Future
“Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man…” (S&H 476:32) We can do this too, and heal.
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Holy Bible
Luke 5:27-32
And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of
custom: and he said unto him, Follow me.
And he left all, rose up, and followed him.
And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great company of publicans
and of others that sat down with them.
But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and
drink with publicans and sinners?
And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that
are sick.
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
Luke 7:36-50
And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat.
And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in
the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,
And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe
them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.
Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This
man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that
toucheth him: for she is a sinner.
And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith,
Master, say on.
There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the
other fifty.
And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of
them will love him most?

Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him,
Thou hast rightly judged.
And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine
house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped
them with the hairs of her head.
Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my
feet.
My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.
Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.
And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.
And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth
sins also?
And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.
Luke 8:26-36
And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee.
And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils
long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs.
When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What
have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not.
(For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught
him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven
of the devil into the wilderness.)
And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils
were entered into him.
And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.
And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him
that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them.
Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently
down a steep place into the lake, and were choked.
When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city and in
the country.
Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom
the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they
were afraid.

They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the devils was
healed.
Luke 17:11-19
And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria and
Galilee.
And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood
afar off:
And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to
pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified
God,
And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.
And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?
There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.
And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.
Acts 8:1-4
And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against
the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions
of Judæa and Samaria, except the apostles.
And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.
As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and
women committed them to prison.
Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.
Acts 9:1-22
And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went
unto the high priest,
And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way,
whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.
And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a
light from heaven:
And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?
And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is
hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said
unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.
And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.
And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led
him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.
And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.
And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a
vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.
And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in
the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,
And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he
might receive his sight.
Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done
to thy saints at Jerusalem:
And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.
But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:
For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake.
And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said,
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath
sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.
And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith,
and arose, and was baptized.
And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the
disciples which were at Damascus.
And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.
But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on
this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the
chief priests?
But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus,
proving that this is very Christ.
John 8:1-11
Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.

And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and
he sat down, and taught them.
And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had
set her in the midst,
They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.
Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?
This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and
with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.
So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without
sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.
And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.
And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one,
beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in
the midst.
When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman,
where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?
She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no
more.
Mark 1:40-42
And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto
him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.
And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I
will; be thou clean.
And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was
cleansed.
Ps 37:37
Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
10:22
Experience teaches us that we do not always receive the blessings we ask for in prayer. There
is some misapprehension of the source and means of all goodness and blessedness, or we
should certainly receive that for which we ask. The Scriptures say: “Ye ask, and receive not,
because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” That which we desire and for
which we ask, it is not always best for us to receive. In this case infinite Love will not grant the
request. Do you ask wisdom to be merciful and not to punish sin? Then “ye ask amiss.” Without
punishment, sin would multiply. Jesus’ prayer, “Forgive us our debts,” specified also the terms of
forgiveness. When forgiving the adulterous woman he said, “Go, and sin no more.”

178:8, 22
Heredity is not a law. The remote cause or belief of disease is not dangerous because of its
priority and the connection of past mortal thoughts with present. The predisposing cause and
the exciting cause are mental.
In proportion to our understanding of Christian Science, we are freed from the belief of heredity,
of mind in matter or animal magnetism; and we disarm sin of its imaginary power in proportion
to our spiritual understanding of the status of immortal being.
84:28
All we correctly know of Spirit comes from God, divine Principle, and is learned through Christ
and Christian Science. If this Science has been thoroughly learned and properly digested, we
can know the truth more accurately than the astronomer can read the stars or calculate an
eclipse. This Mind-reading is the opposite of clairvoyance. It is the illumination of the spiritual
understanding which demonstrates the capacity of Soul, not of material sense. This Soul-sense
comes to the human mind when the latter yields to the divine Mind.
362:1-23 (np)
It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke’s Gospel that Jesus was once the honored guest of a
certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike Simon the disciple. While they
were at meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if to interrupt the scene of Oriental festivity. A
“strange woman” came in. Heedless of the fact that she was debarred from such a place and
such society, especially under the stern rules of rabbinical law, as positively as if she were a
Hindoo pariah intruding upon the household of a high-caste Brahman, this woman (Mary
Magdalene, as she has since been called) approached Jesus. According to the custom of those
days, he reclined on a couch with his head towards the table and his bare feet away from it. It
was therefore easy for the Magdalen to come behind the couch and reach his feet. She bore an
alabaster jar containing costly and fragrant oil, — sandal oil perhaps, which is in such common
use in the East. Breaking the sealed jar, she perfumed Jesus’ feet with the oil, wiping them with
her long hair, which hung loosely about her shoulders, as was customary with women of her
grade.
Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her
compassionately. Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were saying in their hearts,
especially his host, — that they were wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted guest did not
at once detect the woman’s immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing this, Jesus rebuked
them with a short story or parable. He described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a
smaller, who were released from their obligations by their common creditor. “Which of them will
love him most?” was the Master’s question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, “He to
whom he forgave most.” Jesus approved the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all,
following it with that remarkable declaration to the woman, “Thy sins are forgiven.”
364:16-31
Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs of this age. Do
Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material conservatism and
for personal homage? Jesus told Simon that such seekers as he gave small reward in return for
the spiritual purgation which came through the Messiah. If Christian Scientists are like Simon,
then it must be said of them also that they love little.
On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine repentance,
by their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human affection, as did this woman? If so,
then it may be said of them, as Jesus said of the unwelcome visitor, that they indeed love much,
because much is forgiven them.

326:27
He learned the wrong that he had done in persecuting Christians, whose religion he had not
understood, and in humility he took the new name of Paul. He beheld for the first time the true
idea of Love, and learned a lesson in divine Science.
228:7
Heredity is a prolific subject for mortal belief to pin theories upon; but if we learn that nothing is
real but the right, we shall have no dangerous inheritances, and fleshly ills will disappear.
326:23
Saul of Tarsus beheld the way — the Christ, or Truth — only when his uncertain sense of right
yielded to a spiritual sense, which is always right. Then the man was changed. Thought
assumed a nobler outlook, and his life became more spiritual. He learned the wrong that he had
done in persecuting Christians, whose religion he had not understood, and in humility he took
the new name of Paul. He beheld for the first time the true idea of Love, and learned a lesson in
divine Science.
364:16-31
Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs of this age. Do
Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material conservatism and
for personal homage? Jesus told Simon that such seekers as he gave small reward in return for
the spiritual purgation which came through the Messiah. If Christian Scientists are like Simon,
then it must be said of them also that they love little.
On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine repentance,
by their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human affection, as did this woman? If so,
then it may be said of them, as Jesus said of the unwelcome visitor, that they indeed love much,
because much is forgiven them.
476:32
Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man
appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God’s own likeness, and this correct
view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is intact, universal, and
that man is pure and holy. Man is not a material habitation for Soul; he is himself spiritual. Soul,
being Spirit, is seen in nothing imperfect nor material.
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