Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago
Wednesday, January 17, 2018
Subject: The Ever-Present God

The Ever-Present God: Principle, Mind, Soul, Spirit, Life, Truth and Love
Hymns: 157 591* 53 * Christian Science Hymnal, Hymns 430-603

Holy Bible

Matt 5:43-45, 48
Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.

But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

Luke 15:1-3, 11-24 A
Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.

And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with
them.

And he spake this parable unto them, saying,
A certain man had two sons:
A certain man had two sons:

And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to
me. And he divided unto them his living.

And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far
country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.

And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in
want.

And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to
feed swine.

And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave
unto him.

And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread
enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger!



| will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, | have sinned against heaven, and
before thee,

And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.

And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him,
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

And the son said unto him, Father, | have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no
more worthy to be called thy son.

But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on
his hand, and shoes on his feet:

And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:

For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be
merry.

Ps 139:1-11
O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me.

Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.
Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.

For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether.

Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, | cannot attain unto it.

Whither shall | go from thy spirit? or whither shall | flee from thy presence?

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if | make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.
If | take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

If | say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.

Matt 14:22-36

And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the

other side, while he sent the multitudes away.

And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when
the evening was come, he was there alone.

But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.

And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.



And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and
they cried out for fear.

But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.
And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.

And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to
go to Jesus.

But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying,
Lord, save me.

And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?

And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.

Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of
God.

And when they were gone over, they came into the land of Gennesaret.

And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country round
about, and brought unto him all that were diseased;

And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched
were made perfectly whole.

Isa 59:1, 21
Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it can-
not hear:

As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord; My spirit that is upon thee, and my
words which | have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of
thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever.

Isa 60:1-2
Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.

For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

108:19

When apparently near the confines of mortal existence, standing already within the shadow of
the death-valley, | learned these truths in divine Science: that all real being is in God, the divine
Mind, and that Life, Truth, and Love are all-powerful and ever-present; that the opposite of
Truth, — called error, sin, sickness, disease, death, —is the false testimony of false material
sense, of mind in matter; that this false sense evolves, in belief, a subjective state of mortal
mind which this same so-called mind names matter, thereby shutting out the true sense of Spirit.



16:26-31
Our Father which art in heaven, Our Father-Mother God, all-harmonious,

Hallowed be Thy name. Adorable One.
Thy kingdom come. Thy kingdom is come; Thou art ever-present.

72:21-23
God, good, being ever present, it follows in divine logic that evil, the suppositional opposite of
good, is never present.

130:26

If thought is startled at the strong claim of Science for the supremacy of God, or Truth, and
doubts the supremacy of good, ought we not, contrariwise, to be astounded at the vigorous
claims of evil and doubt them, and no longer think it natural to love sin and unnatural to forsake
it, — no longer imagine evil to be ever-present and good absent? Truth should not seem so sur-
prising and unnatural as error, and error should not seem so real as truth. Sickness should not
seem so real as health. There is no error in Science, and our lives must be governed by reality
in order to be in harmony with God, the divine Principle of all being.

587:5
God. The great | am; the all-knowing, all-seeing, all-acting, all-wise, all-loving, and eternal,
Principle; Mind; Soul; Spirit; Life; Truth; Love; all substance; intelligence.

218:17

Why pray for the recovery of the sick, if you are without faith in God’s willingness and ability to
heal them? If you do believe in God, why do you substitute drugs for the Almighty’s power, and
employ means which lead only into material ways of obtaining help, instead of turning in time of
need to God, divine Love, who is an ever-present help?

297:20

Faith is higher and more spiritual than belief. It is a chrysalis state of human thought, in which
spiritual evidence, contradicting the testimony of material sense, begins to appear, and Truth,
the ever-present, is becoming understood. Human thoughts have their degrees of comparison.
Some thoughts are better than others. A belief in Truth is better than a belief in error, but no
mortal testimony is founded on the divine rock. Mortal testimony can be shaken. Until belief be-
comes faith, and faith becomes spiritual understanding, human thought has little relation to the
actual or divine.

84:11-18
It is the prerogative of the ever-present, divine Mind, and of thought which is in rapport with this
Mind, to know the past, the present, and the future.

Acquaintance with the Science of being enables us to commune more largely with the divine
Mind, to foresee and foretell events which concern the universal welfare, to be divinely inspired,
—yea, to reach the range of fetterless Mind.

496:1

You will also learn that in Science there is no transfer of evil suggestions from one mortal to an-
other, for there is but one Mind, and this ever-present omnipotent Mind is reflected by man and

governs the entire universe. You will learn that in Christian Science the first duty is to obey God,
to have one Mind, and to love another as yourself.



256:1-18

Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher
plane of action, thought rises from the material sense to the spiritual, from the scholastic to the
inspirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All things are created spiritually. Mind, not
matter, is the creator. Love, the divine Principle, is the Father and Mother of the universe, includ-
ing man.

The theory of three persons in one God (that is, a personal Trinity or Tri-unity) suggests polythe-
ism, rather than the one ever-present | am. “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord.”

The everlasting | am is not bounded nor compressed within the narrow limits of physical human-
ity, nor can He be understood aright through mortal concepts. The precise form of God must be
of small importance in comparison with the sublime question, What is infinite Mind or divine
Love?

312:14

People go into ecstasies over the sense of a corporeal Jehovah, though with scarcely a spark of
love in their hearts; yet God is Love, and without Love, God, immortality cannot appear. Mortals
try to believe without understanding Truth; yet God is Truth. Mortals claim that death is in-
evitable; but man’s eternal Principle is ever-present Life. Mortals believe in a finite personal
God; while God is infinite Love, which must be unlimited.

180:25

When man is governed by God, the ever-present Mind who understands all things, man knows
that with God all things are possible. The only way to this living Truth, which heals the sick, is
found in the Science of divine Mind as taught and demonstrated by Christ Jesus.

501:1-13

Scientific interpretation of the Scriptures properly starts with the beginning of the Old Testament,
chiefly because the spiritual import of the Word, in its earliest articulations, often seems so
smothered by the immediate context as to require explication; whereas the New Testament nar-
ratives are clearer and come nearer the heart. Jesus illumines them, showing the poverty of
mortal existence, but richly recompensing human want and woe with spiritual gain. The incarna-
tion of Truth, that amplification of wonder and glory which angels could only whisper and which
God illustrated by light and harmony, is consonant with ever-present Love.

504:9

This light is not from the sun nor from volcanic flames, but it is the revelation of Truth and of
spiritual ideas. This also shows that there is no place where God’s light is not seen, since Truth,
Life, and Love fill immensity and are ever-present. Was not this a revelation instead of a cre-
ation?

567:7-8
To infinite, ever-present Love, all is Love, and there is no error, no sin, sickness, nor death.

503:9-15

The divine Principle and idea constitute spiritual harmony, — heaven and eternity. In the uni-
verse of Truth, matter is unknown. No supposition of error enters there. Divine Science, the

Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, “God is All-in-all,” and the light of

ever-present Love illumines the universe.
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