
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago, Illinois USA
Wednesday, September 27, 2017
Subject:  “Give us grace for to-day; feed the famished affections”
Our Lord’s Prayer includes the line, “Give us this day our daily bread.”  In Science and Health that line is interpreted 
spiritually as, “Give us grace for to-day; feed the famished affections.”  The readings explore this prayer-thought.

Hymns  588  477  439  [All from new Christian Science Hymnal, Hymns 430-603]
                                            
Holy Bible

Rom 12:10 (to 1st another)
Be kindly affectioned one to another

Heb 13:9  For (to;)
 For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace;

Gen 26:18-22 Isaac
Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham his father; 
for the Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham: and he called their names after 
the names by which his father had called them.

And Isaac’s servants digged in the valley, and found there a well of springing water.

And the herdmen of Gerar did strive with Isaac’s herdmen, saying, The water is ours: and he 
called the name of the well Esek; because they strove with him.

And they digged another well, and strove for that also: and he called the name of it Sitnah.

And he removed from thence, and digged another well; and for that they strove not: and he 
called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For now the Lord hath made room for us, and we 
shall be fruitful in the land.

Heb 12:14-15
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up 
trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;

Jonah 3:1-8, 10
And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, saying,

Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.

So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 
an exceeding great city of three days’ journey.
And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown.



So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them.

For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe 
from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and 
his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, 
nor drink water:

But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn 
every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.

And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that 
he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.

Jonah 4:1-11
But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.

And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my saying, when I was 
yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, 
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.

Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to 
live.

Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be angry?

So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, 
and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.

And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a 
shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.

But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it 
withered.

And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the 
sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is 
better for me to die than to live.

And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be 
angry, even unto death.

Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, nei-
ther madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night:

And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand per-
sons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?



Lev 19:18
Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the Lord.

Luke 19:1-9 (to 2nd ,), 10
And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.

And, behold, there was a man named Zacchæus, which was the chief among the publicans, and 
he was rich.

And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of 
stature.

And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way.

And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchæus, 
make haste, and come down; for to-day I must abide at thy house.

And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully.

And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that 
is a sinner.

And Zacchæus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.

And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house,  

For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Zech 8:17 let (to ;)
  let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour;

Matt 8:14-17
And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a 
fever.
And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them.
When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he 
cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick:
That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our in-
firmities, and bare our sicknesses.

Ps 84:11
 For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly.
 
Col 3:12
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humble-
ness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;



John 21:13-17  
Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from 
the dead.
So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more 
than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed 
my lambs.

He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, 
Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved be-
cause he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou know-
est all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

I John 4:20 -21 
If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?

And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.

I Thes 2:1, 4-8 as
For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain:

as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the Gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing 
men, but God, which trite our hearts.

For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloak of covetousness; God 
is witness:

Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been bur-
densome, as the apostles of Christ.

But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children:

So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the 
gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.

I Pet 5:12 this   
this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 

17:4-5  Give us this day our daily bread; Give us grace for to-day; feed the famished affections;

4:3-5  What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in pa-
tience, meekness, love, and good deeds.



15:26-27  Self-forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers.
 
405:5-11
Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance with 
kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to overcome deceit with hon-
esty. Choke these errors in their early stages, if you would not cherish an army of conspirators 
against health, happiness, and success.
 
263:11-14  
Carnal beliefs defraud us. They make man an involuntary hypocrite, — producing evil when he 
would create good, forming deformity when he would outline grace and beauty, injuring those 
whom he would bless.

8:28-30
We should examine ourselves and learn what is the affection and purpose of the heart, for in 
this way only can we learn what we honestly are.
 
462:20-1
Anatomy, when conceived of spiritually, is mental self-knowledge, and consists in the dissection 
of thoughts to discover their quality, quantity, and origin. Are thoughts divine or human? That is 
the important question. This branch of study is indispensable to the excision of error. The 
anatomy of Christian Science teaches when and how to probe the self-inflicted wounds of self-
ishness, malice, envy, and hate.  It teaches the control of mad ambition. It unfolds the hallowed 
influences of unselfishness, philanthropy, spiritual love. It urges the government of the body 
both in health and in sickness. The Christian Scientist, through understanding mental anatomy, 
discerns and deals with the real cause of disease.

27:22-25, 26
Jesus sent forth seventy students at one time, but only eleven left a desirable historic record. 
Tradition credits him with two or three hundred other disciples who have left no name.  
 They fell away from grace because they never truly understood their Master’s instruction.
 
51:28-8
Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from sensuousness, and caused the selfish 
materialist to hate him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal the sick, cast out 
evil, and raise the dead.

From early boyhood he was about his “Father’s business.” His pursuits lay far apart from theirs. 
His master was Spirit; their master was matter. He served God; they served mammon. His af-
fections were pure; theirs were carnal. His senses drank in the spiritual evidence of health, holi-
ness, and life; their senses testified oppositely, and absorbed the material evidence of sin, sick-
ness, and death.

365:7
The benign thought of Jesus, finding utterance in such words as “Take no thought for your life,” 
would heal the sick, and so enable them to rise above the supposed necessity for physical 
thought-taking and doctoring; but if the unselfish affections be lacking, and common sense and 
common humanity are disregarded, what mental quality remains, with which to evoke healing 
from the outstretched arm of righteousness?



366:12
The physician who lacks sympathy for his fellow-being is deficient in human affection, and we 
have the apostolic warrant for asking: “He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can he love God whom he hath not seen?” Not having this spiritual affection, the physician lacks 
faith in the divine Mind and has not that recognition of infinite Love which alone confers the 
healing power. Such so-called Scientists will strain out gnats, while they swallow the camels of 
bigoted pedantry.
 
365:30
 The unchristian practitioner is not giving to mind or body the joy and strength of Truth. The poor 
suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace, patience in tribulation, and a price-
less sense of the dear Father’s loving-kindness.

448:19-23
Try to leave on every student’s mind the strong impress of divine Science, a high sense of the 
moral and spiritual qualifications requisite for healing, well knowing it to be impossible for error, 
evil, and hate to accomplish the grand results of Truth and Love.

61:4-11
The good in human affections must have ascendency over the evil and the spiritual over the an-
imal, or happiness will never be won. The attainment of this celestial condition would improve 
our progeny, diminish crime, and give higher aims to ambition. Every valley of sin must be ex-
alted, and every mountain of selfishness be brought low, that the highway of our God may be 
prepared in Science.

134:14-17
Man-made doctrines are waning. They have not waxed strong in times of trouble. Devoid of the 
Christ-power, how can they illustrate the doctrines of Christ or the miracles of grace?
 
9:5 
The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love our neighbor better be-
cause of this asking? Do we pursue the old selfishness, satisfied with having prayed for some-
thing better, though we give no evidence of the sincerity of our requests by living consistently 
with our prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness, we shall regard our neighbor un-
selfishly, and bless them that curse us; but we shall never meet this great duty simply by asking 
that it may be done. There is a cross to be taken up before we can enjoy the fruition of our hope 
and faith.
 
451:14
Man walks in the direction towards which he looks, and where his treasure is, there will his heart 
be also. If our hopes and affections are spiritual, they come from above, not from beneath, and 
they bear as of old the fruits of the Spirit.  
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