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Subject: "Let human justice pattern the divine" *
* from Science and Health With Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

We continue the theme of "taking account of lasting values and spiritual qualities that animate 
everyone and make for human progress,” a current theme of The Christian Science Monitor, by 
exploring the lasting value of Justice.

Hymns:    125   340   258

Holy Bible

Ex. 19:1, 3, 25
In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same 
day came they into the wilderness of Sinai.

And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus 
shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel;

So Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them. 

Ex. 20:1-3
And God spake all these words, saying,

I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage.

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Ex. 34:29-32, 35 (to :)
And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony 
in Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his 
face shone while he talked with him.

And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone; 
and they were afraid to come nigh him.

And Moses called unto them; and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned unto 
him: and Moses talked with them.

And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh: and he gave them in commandment all that 
the Lord had spoken with him in mount Sinai.

And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone:
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Ex. 35:1
And Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel together, and said unto them, 
These are the words which the Lord hath commanded, that ye should do them.

Job 37:23
Touching the Almighty, we cannot find him out: he is excellent in power, and in judgment, and in 
plenty of justice: he will not afflict.

Matt. 7:1-5, 28-29
Judge not, that ye be not judged.

For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again.

And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye?

Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a 
beam is in thine own eye?

Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to 
cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.

And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his 
doctrine:

For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

Matt. 8:1-4
When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him.

And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean.

And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately 
his leprosy was cleansed.

And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and 
offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

Rom. 14:19
Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may 
edify another.
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592:11
Moses. A corporeal mortal; moral courage; a type of moral law and the demonstration thereof; 
the proof that, without the gospel, — the union of justice and affection, — there is something spir-
itually lacking, since justice demands penalties under the law.

105:3
Courts and juries judge and sentence mortals in order to restrain crime, to prevent deeds of vio-
lence or to punish them. To say that these tribunals have no jurisdiction over the carnal or mortal 
mind, would be to contradict precedent and to admit that the power of human law is restricted to 
matter, while mortal mind, evil, which is the real outlaw, defies justice and is recommended to 
mercy. Can matter commit a crime? Can matter be punished? Can you separate the mentality 
from the body over which courts hold jurisdiction? Mortal mind, not matter, is the criminal in 
every case; and human law rightly estimates crime, and courts reasonably pass sentence, ac-
cording to the motive.

36:19-4  
A selfish and limited mind may be unjust, but the unlimited and divine Mind is the immortal law 
of justice as well as of mercy. It is quite as impossible for sinners to receive their full punishment 
this side of the grave as for this world to bestow on the righteous their full reward. It is useless to 
suppose that the wicked can gloat over their offences to the last moment and then be suddenly 
pardoned and pushed into heaven, or that the hand of Love is satisfied with giving us only toil, 
sacrifice, cross-bearing, multiplied trials, and mockery of our motives in return for our efforts at 
well doing.

Religious history repeats itself in the suffering of the just for the unjust. Can God therefore over-
look the law of righteousness which destroys the belief called sin? Does not Science show that 
sin brings suffering as much to-day as yesterday? They who sin must suffer. “With what mea-
sure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.”

542:1, 18
The belief of life in matter sins at every step. It incurs divine displeasure, and it would kill Jesus 
that it might be rid of troublesome Truth. Material beliefs would slay the spiritual idea whenever 
and wherever it appears. Though error hides behind a lie and excuses guilt, error cannot forever 
be concealed. Truth, through her eternal laws, unveils error. Truth causes sin to betray itself, 
and sets upon error the mark of the beast. Even the disposition to excuse guilt or to conceal it is 
punished. The avoidance of justice and the denial of truth tend to perpetuate sin, invoke crime, 
jeopardize self-control, and mock divine mercy.

“They that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” Let Truth uncover and destroy error in 
God’s own way, and let human justice pattern the divine. Sin will receive its full penalty, both for 
what it is and for what it does. Justice marks the sinner, and teaches mortals not to remove the 
waymarks of God. To envy’s own hell, justice consigns the lie which, to advance itself, breaks 
God’s commandments.
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5:3-21
Sorrow for wrong-doing is but one step towards reform and the very easiest step. The next and 
great step required by wisdom is the test of our sincerity,  — namely, reformation. To this end we 
are placed under the stress of circumstances. Temptation bids us repeat the offence, and woe 
comes in return for what is done. So it will ever be, till we learn that there is no discount in the 
law of justice and that we must pay “the uttermost farthing.” The measure ye mete “shall be 
measured to you again,” and it will be full “and running over.”

Saints and sinners get their full award, but not always in this world. The followers of Christ drank 
his cup. Ingratitude and persecution filled it to the brim; but God pours the riches of His love into 
the understanding and affections, giving us strength according to our day. Sinners flourish “like a 
green bay tree;” but, looking farther, the Psalmist could see their end, — the destruction of sin 
through suffering.

6:1-10
We cannot escape the penalty due for sin. The Scriptures say, that if we deny Christ, “he also 
will deny us.”

Divine Love corrects and governs man. Men may pardon, but this divine Principle alone reforms 
the sinner. God is not separate from the wisdom He bestows. The talents He gives we must im-
prove. Calling on Him to forgive our work badly done or left undone, implies the vain supposition 
that we have nothing to do but to ask pardon, and that afterwards we shall be free to repeat the 
offence.

22:30-2
Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels the debt only when justice approves. 
Revenge is inadmissible. Wrath which is only appeased is not destroyed, but partially indulged. 
Wisdom and Love may require many sacrifices of self to save us from sin.

538:3
Truth should, and does, drive error out of all selfhood. Truth is a two-edged sword, guarding and 
guiding. Truth places the cherub wisdom at the gate of understanding to note the proper guests. 
Radiant with mercy and justice, the sword of Truth gleams afar and indicates the infinite dis-
tance between Truth and error, between the material and spiritual, — the unreal and the real.

357:1
In common justice, we must admit that God will not punish man for doing what He created man 
capable of doing, and knew from the outset that man would do. God is “of purer eyes than to 
behold evil.” We sustain Truth, not by accepting, but by rejecting a lie.

293:21
There is no vapid fury of mortal mind — expressed in earthquake, wind, wave, lightning, fire, 
bestial ferocity  — and this so-called mind is self-destroyed. The manifestations of evil, which 
counterfeit divine justice, are called in the Scriptures, “The anger of the Lord.” In reality, they 
show the self-destruction of error or matter and point to matter’s opposite, the strength and 
permanency of Spirit. Christian Science brings to light Truth and its supremacy, universal har-
mony, the entireness of God, good, and the nothingness of evil.
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225:14
The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows human power 
to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. A few immortal sentences, breathing the 
omnipotence of divine justice, have been potent to break despotic fetters and abolish the whip-
ping-post and slave market; but oppression neither went down in blood, nor did the breath of 
freedom come from the cannon’s mouth. Love is the liberator.

105:16-11  
When our laws eventually take cognizance of mental crime and no longer apply legal rulings 
wholly to physical offences, these words of Judge Parmenter of Boston will become historic: “I 
see no reason why metaphysics is not as important to medicine as to mechanics or mathemat-
ics.”

Whoever uses his developed mental powers like an escaped felon to commit fresh atrocities as 
opportunity occurs is never safe. God will arrest him. Divine justice will manacle him. His sins 
will be millstones about his neck, weighing him down to the depths of ignominy and death. The 
aggravation of error foretells its doom, and confirms the ancient axiom: “Whom the gods would 
destroy, they first make mad.”

The distance from ordinary medical practice to Christian Science is full many a league in the line 
of light; but to go in healing from the use of inanimate drugs to the criminal misuse of human 
will-power, is to drop from the platform of common manhood into the very mire of iniquity, to 
work against the free course of honesty and justice, and to push vainly against the current run-
ning heavenward.

Like our nation, Christian Science has its Declaration of Independence. God has endowed man 
with inalienable rights, among which are self-government, reason, and conscience. Man is 
properly self-governed only when he is guided rightly and governed by his Maker, divine Truth 
and Love.
 
224:22-28
A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortals 
in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open 
or close the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of 
old to the patriarch at noonday?

Truth brings the elements of liberty.
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