Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago, lllinois, USA
Wednesday, June 28, 2017
Subject: The spiritual quality of GRACE

These readings continue our “taking account of lasting values and spiritual qualities that animate
everyone and make for human progress” by exploring the spiritual quality of GRACE.

Hymns: 3 422 99
Holy Bible

John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

The same was in the beginning with God.

All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that be-
lieve on his name:

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Matt 4:23
And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.

Rom 7:12, 14, 19-20, 22-25 (to 1st.)
Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

For we know that the law is spiritual: but | am carnal, sold under sin.
For the good that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do.

Now if | do that | would not, it is no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.



For | delight in the law of God after the inward man:

But | see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity
to the law of sin which is in my members.

O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

| thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Acts 9:1-15, 17-19

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the

high priest,

And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they
were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from
heaven:

And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee
to kick against the pricks.

And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him,
Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.

And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the
hand, and brought him into Damascus.

And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ana-
nias. And he said, Behold, | am here, Lord.

And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house
of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,

And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might
receive his sight.

Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy
saints at Jerusalem:

And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.

But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul,
the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou might-
est receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and
arose, and was baptized.



And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples
which were at Damascus.

Acts 13:9 (to Paul,)
Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,)

Acts 9:20 straightway
straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.

Gal 1:15-16
But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace,

To reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him among the heathen; immediately | conferred not with
flesh and blood:

Eph 3:7
Whereof | was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual
working of his power.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy

4:3-16

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience, meekness,
love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our Master and follow his example, is our proper
debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our gratitude for all that he has done. Outward worship is not
of itself sufficient to express loyal and heartfelt gratitude, since he has said: “If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments.”

The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives are made manifest in the bless-
ings they bring, — blessings which, even if not acknowledged in audible words, attest our worthiness to
be partakers of Love.

263:7-20

When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence with the spiritual and works only as God works, he will
no longer grope in the dark and cling to earth because he has not tasted heaven. Carnal beliefs defraud
us. They make man an involuntary hypocrite, — producing evil when he would create good, forming de-
formity when he would outline grace and beauty, injuring those whom he would bless. He becomes a
general mis-creator, who believes he is a semi-god. His “touch turns hope to dust, the dust we all have
trod.” He might say in Bible language: “The good that | would, | do not: but the evil which | would not, that
| do.”

There can be but one creator, who has created all.

428:32

Itis a sin to believe that aught can overpower omnipotent and eternal Life, and this Life must be brought
to light by the understanding that there is no death, as well as by other graces of Spirit. We must begin,
however, with the more simple demonstrations of control, and the sooner we begin the better. The final
demonstration takes time for its accomplishment. When walking, we are guided by the eye. We look be-
fore our feet, and if we are wise, we look beyond a single step in the line of spiritual advancement.

134:14-17
Man-made doctrines are waning. They have not waxed strong in times of trouble. Devoid of the Christ-
power, how can they illustrate the doctrines of Christ or the miracles of grace?

494:15
The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as well as the
infinite ability of Spirit, thus helping erring human sense to flee from its own convictions and seek safety in



divine Science. Reason, rightly directed, serves to correct the errors of corporeal sense; but sin, sickness,
and death will seem real (even as the experiences of the sleeping dream seem real) until the Science of
man’s eternal harmony breaks their illusion with the unbroken reality of scientific being.

333:16-23 1st The

The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the Christ is without
beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all generations both before and after the Christian era, the
Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some measure of power and grace
to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth.

107:15-11

Feeling so perpetually the false consciousness that life inheres in the body, yet remembering that in reali-
ty God is our Life, we may well tremble in the prospect of those days in which we must say, “I have no
pleasure in them.”

Whence came to me this heavenly conviction, — a conviction antagonistic to the testimony of the physical
senses? According to St. Paul, it was “the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working
of His power.” It was the divine law of Life and Love, unfolding to me the demonstrable fact that matter
possesses neither sensation nor life; that human experiences show the falsity of all material things; and
that immortal cravings, “the price of learning love,” establish the truism that the only sufferer is mortal
mind, for the divine Mind cannot suffer.

478:14-1

Question. — Does brain think, and do nerves feel, and is there intelligence in matter?

Answer. — No, not if God is true and mortal man a liar. The assertion that there can be pain or pleasure in
matter is erroneous. That body is most harmonious in which the discharge of the natural functions is least
noticeable. How can intelligence dwell in matter when matter is non-intelligent and brain-lobes cannot
think? Matter cannot perform the functions of Mind. Error says, “I am man;” but this belief is mortal and far
from actual. From beginning to end, whatever is mortal is composed of material human beliefs and of
nothing else. That only is real which reflects God. St. Paul said, “But when it pleased God, who separated
me from my mother’s womb, and called me by His grace, . . . | conferred not with flesh and blood.”

Mortal man is really a self-contradictory phrase, for man is not mortal, “neither indeed can be;” man is
immortal.

67:18

The notion that animal natures can possibly give force to character is too absurd for consideration, when
we remember that through spiritual ascendency our Lord and Master healed the sick, raised the dead,
and commanded even the winds and waves to obey him. Grace and Truth are potent beyond all other
means and methods.

247:19 (only)
Comeliness and grace are independent of matter.

1:1

The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things are possible to
God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an unselfed love. Regardless of what another may say or think
on this subject, | speak from experience. Prayer, watching, and working, combined with self-immolation,
are God’s gracious means for accomplishing whatever has been successfully done for the Christianiza-
tion and health of mankind.

4:17-22

Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love Him; but the longing to be better and holier,
expressed in daily watchfulness and in striving to assimilate more of the divine character, will mould and
fashion us anew, until we awake in His likeness.
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