
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago 
Wednesday, May 31, 2017
Subject: The Spiritual Nature of Man, Part 2 — Man is Loving

This week the readings continue exploring the spiritual nature of man by asking the question:  
Are such things as racism and hatred natural to man, or are they unnatural, foreign?    
  
Hymns:  141, 236, 406 

Holy Bible  
  
Gal. 5:16-25 
This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 
the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 

Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 

Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
  
John 8:1-12 
Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 

And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and 
he sat down, and taught them. 

And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had 
set her in the midst, 

They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 

Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 



This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and 
with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 

So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without 
sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 

And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 

And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, begin-
ning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the 
midst. 

When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, 
where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 

She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no 
more. 

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

Gal. 3:28, 29 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
  
John 14:9 (to saith)  
Jesus saith 

John 15:5, 8-9, 12 
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
  
Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
                                                                                                                                  
Matt. 8:14-17 
And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a 
fever. 

And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them. 

When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he 
cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our in-
firmities, and bare our sicknesses. 



I John 4:1-7, 8 for 
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. 

Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is of God: 

And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this 
is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it 
in the world. 

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world. 

They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 

We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby 
know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. 

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, 
and knoweth God. 
  
 for God is love. 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy
  
140:4 
That God is a corporeal being, nobody can truly affirm. The Bible represents Him as saying: 
“Thou canst not see My face; for there shall no man see Me, and live.” Not materially but spiri-
tually we know Him as divine Mind, as Life, Truth, and Love. We shall obey and adore in propor-
tion as we apprehend the divine nature and love Him understandingly, warring no more over the 
corporeality, but rejoicing in the affluence of our God. Religion will then be of the heart and not 
of the head. Mankind will no longer be tyrannical and proscriptive from lack of love, — straining 
out gnats and swallowing camels. 
  
289:8 
A wicked mortal is not the idea of God. He is little else than the expression of error. To suppose 
that sin, lust, hatred, envy, hypocrisy, revenge, have life abiding in them, is a terrible mistake. 
Life and Life’s idea, Truth and Truth’s idea, never make men sick, sinful, or mortal. 

454:4 
Teach your students the omnipotence of Truth, which illustrates the impotence of error. The un-
derstanding, even in a degree, of the divine All-power destroys fear, and plants the feet in the 
true path,  — the path which leads to the house built without hands “eternal in the heavens.” 
Human hate has no legitimate mandate and no kingdom. Love is enthroned. That evil or matter 
has neither intelligence nor power, is the doctrine of absolute Christian Science, and this is the 
great truth which strips all disguise from error. 
  
588:1 
Hell. Mortal belief; error; lust; remorse; hatred; revenge; sin; sickness; death; suffering and 
self-destruction; self-imposed agony; effects of sin; that which “worketh abomination or maketh 
a lie.” 
  



563:1-7 (to ?) 
Human sense may well marvel at discord, while, to a diviner sense, harmony is the real and dis-
cord the unreal. We may well be astonished at sin, sickness, and death. We may well be per-
plexed at human fear; and still more astounded at hatred, which lifts its hydra head, showing its 
horns in the many inventions of evil. But why should we stand aghast at nothingness? 

289:25-27 (to 1st .) 
The spiritual fact and the material belief of things are contradictions; but the spiritual is true, and 
therefore the material must be untrue. 
  
118:26 
The definitions of material law, as given by natural science, represent a kingdom necessarily 
divided against itself, because these definitions portray law as physical, not spiritual. Therefore 
they contradict the divine decrees and violate the law of Love, in which nature and God are one 
and the natural order of heaven comes down to earth. 
  
57:22 
Human affection is not poured forth vainly, even though it meet no return. Love enriches the na-
ture, enlarging, purifying, and elevating it. The wintry blasts of earth may uproot the flowers of 
affection, and scatter them to the winds; but this severance of fleshly ties serves to unite thought 
more closely to God, for Love supports the struggling heart until it ceases to sigh over the world 
and begins to unfold its wings for heaven. 

587:25 
Heaven. Harmony; the reign of Spirit; government by divine Principle; spirituality; bliss; the at-
mosphere of Soul. 

569:6-14 
The Scripture, “Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many,” is 
literally fulfilled, when we are conscious of the supremacy of Truth, by which the nothingness of 
error is seen; and we know that the nothingness of error is in proportion to its wickedness. He 
that touches the hem of Christ’s robe and masters his mortal beliefs, animality, and hate, rejoic-
es in the proof of healing, — in a sweet and certain sense that God is Love. 

339:2 
 Divine Life destroys death, Truth destroys error, and Love destroys hate. Being destroyed, sin 
needs no other form of forgiveness. Does not God’s pardon, destroying any one sin, prophesy 
and involve the final destruction of all sin? 
  
243:25 
Truth has no consciousness of error. Love has no sense of hatred. Life has no partnership with 
death. Truth, Life, and Love are a law of annihilation to everything unlike themselves, because 
they declare nothing except God. 

119:17 
In one sense God is identical with nature, but this nature is spiritual and is not expressed in mat-
ter. The lawgiver, whose lightning palsies or prostrates in death the child at prayer, is not the di-
vine ideal of omnipresent Love. God is natural good, and is represented only by the idea of 
goodness; while evil should be regarded as unnatural, because it is opposed to the nature of 
Spirit, God. 



512:8 
Spirit is symbolized by strength, presence, and power, and also by holy thoughts, winged with 
Love. These angels of His presence, which have the holiest charge, abound in the spiritual at-
mosphere of Mind, and consequently reproduce their own characteristics. Their individual forms 
we know not, but we do know that their natures are allied to God’s nature; and spiritual bless-
ings, thus typified, are the externalized, yet subjective, states of faith and spiritual understand-
ing. 

43:32-10 
Love must triumph over hate. Truth and Life must seal the victory over error and death, before 
the thorns can be laid aside for a crown, the benediction follow, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant,” and the supremacy of Spirit be demonstrated. 

The lonely precincts of the tomb gave Jesus a refuge from his foes, a place in which to solve the 
great problem of being. His three days’ work in the sepulchre set the seal of eternity on time. He 
proved Life to be deathless and Love to be the master of hate. 

201:7 Truth 
Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away and “all things are become new.” 
Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to spirituality, and the 
superabundance of being is on the side of God, good. 
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