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Wednesday, May 24, 2017
Subject: The Spiritual Nature of Man, Part I -- Man is Good

In the face of terrorism can we hold to the fact that man's true, spiritual nature is inherently and
innately good? The following citations explore this question.

Hymns: 218 286 317
Holy Bible

Gen. 1:27 1st God, 31 (to 1st.)

God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he
them.

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.
Gen. 2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

Luke 10:25-37

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall | do to inherit eternal
life?

He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?

And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.

And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.
But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?

And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves,
which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the
other side.

And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other
side.



But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had
compassion on him,

And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto
him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when | come again, | will repay thee.

Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?
And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.
Ps. 107:1, 15

O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!

Luke 8:41-42, 49-55

And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down at
Jesus’ feet, and besought him that he would come into his house:

For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a-dying. But as he went the people
thronged him.

While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to him, Thy

daughter is dead; trouble not the Master.
But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole.

And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John, and
the father and the mother of the maiden.

And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.

And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead.

And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise.

And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat.
Rom. 12:1-2, 10-12, 14-21

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.



And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;
Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;

Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;

Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.

Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.

Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be
not wise in your own conceits.

Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is
mine; | will repay, saith the Lord.

Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals
of fire on his head.

Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

67:18-29

The notion that animal natures can possibly give force to character is too absurd for consideration, when
we remember that through spiritual ascendency our Lord and Master healed the sick, raised the dead,
and commanded even the winds and waves to obey him. Grace and Truth are potent beyond all other
means and methods.

The lack of spiritual power in the limited demonstration of popular Christianity does not put to silence the
labor of centuries. Spiritual, not corporeal, consciousness is needed. Man delivered from sin, disease,
and death presents the true likeness or spiritual ideal.

62:27-1

The higher nature of man is not governed by the lower; if it were, the order of wisdom would be reversed.
Our false views of life hide eternal harmony, and produce the ills of which we complain. Because mortals



believe in material laws and reject the Science of Mind, this does not make materiality first and the
superior law of Soul last.

124:25

Spirit is the life, substance, and continuity of all things. We tread on forces. Withdraw them, and creation
must collapse. Human knowledge calls them forces of matter; but divine Science declares that they
belong wholly to divine Mind, are inherent in this Mind, and so restores them to their rightful home and
classification.

4:17

Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love Him; but the longing to be better and holier,
expressed in daily watchfulness and in striving to assimilate more of the divine character, will mould and
fashion us anew, until we awake in His likeness. We reach the Science of Christianity through
demonstration of the divine nature; but in this wicked world goodness will “be evil spoken of,” and
patience must bring experience.

65:1

Experience should be the school of virtue, and human happiness should proceed from man’s highest
nature. May Christ, Truth, be present at every bridal altar to turn the water into wine and to give to human
life an inspiration by which man’s spiritual and eternal existence may be discerned.

195:11-32

The point for each one to decide is, whether it is mortal mind or immortal Mind that is causative. We
should forsake the basis of matter for metaphysical Science and its divine Principle.

Whatever furnishes the semblance of an idea governed by its Principle, furnishes food for thought.
Through astronomy, natural history, chemistry, music, mathematics, thought passes naturally from effect
back to cause.

Academics of the right sort are requisite. Observation, invention, study, and original thought are
expansive and should promote the growth of mortal mind out of itself, out of all that is mortal.

It is the tangled barbarisms of learning which we deplore, — the mere dogma, the speculative theory, the
nauseous fiction. Novels, remarkable only for their exaggerated pictures, impossible ideals, and
specimens of depravity, fill our young readers with wrong tastes and sentiments. Literary commercialism
is lowering the intellectual standard to accommodate the purse and to meet a frivolous demand for

amusement instead of for improvement. Incorrect views lower the standard of truth.



225:25

The despotic tendencies, inherent in mortal mind and always germinating in new forms of tyranny, must
be rooted out through the action of the divine Mind.

259:6

In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best expressed in Christ Jesus,
who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their poor
thought-models would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and dying. The
Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect Principle and

idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and demonstration.

84:19-23

To understand that Mind is infinite, not bounded by corporeality, not dependent upon the ear and eye for
sound or sight nor upon muscles and bones for locomotion, is a step towards the Mind-science by which
we discern man’s nature and existence.

130:26

If thought is startled at the strong claim of Science for the supremacy of God, or Truth, and doubts the
supremacy of good, ought we not, contrariwise, to be astounded at the vigorous claims of evil and doubt
them, and no longer think it natural to love sin and unnatural to forsake it, — no longer imagine evil to be
ever-present and good absent? Truth should not seem so surprising and unnatural as error, and error
should not seem so real as truth. Sickness should not seem so real as health. There is no error in
Science, and our lives must be governed by reality in order to be in harmony with God, the divine
Principle of all being.

282:23-3

There is no inherent power in matter; for all that is material is a material, human, mortal thought, always
governing itself erroneously.

Truth is the intelligence of immortal Mind. Error is the so-called intelligence of mortal mind.

Whatever indicates the fall of man or the opposite of God or God’s absence, is the Adam-dream, which is
neither Mind nor man, for it is not begotten of the Father. The rule of inversion infers from error its
opposite, Truth; but Truth is the light which dispels error. As mortals begin to understand Spirit, they give
up the belief that there is any true existence apart from God.

509:24



The periods of spiritual ascension are the days and seasons of Mind’s creation, in which beauty,
sublimity, purity, and holiness — yea, the divine nature — appear in man and the universe never to
disappear.
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