Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago, Illinois USA
Wednesday, May 3, 2017
Subject: Progress is the Law of God
Hymns: 179

293

192

Holy Bible
Eph 4:1, 7 unto, 11-13, 17-18, 20-24
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called,
unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers;
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk,
in the vanity of their mind,
Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:
But ye have not so learned Christ;
If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:
That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts;
And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
I Cor 15:53
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

Mark 5:25-34
And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,
And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was
nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,
When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment.
For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.
And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was
healed of that plague.
And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in
the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?
And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who
touched me?
And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing.
But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before
him, and told him all the truth.
And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of
thy plague.
Matt. 13:1-3 (to 2nd ,), 24 The, 25-30
The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.
And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and
the whole multitude stood on the shore.
And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:
But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.
But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.
So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed
in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?
He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we
go and gather them up?
But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers,
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat
into my barn.
Matt. 5:8
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
291:12
Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them. Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the manifestations of Mind are harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there and man is found having no righteousness of his
own, but in possession of “the mind of the Lord,” as the Scripture says.
68:2
At present mortals progress slowly for fear of being thought ridiculous. They are slaves to fashion, pride, and sense. Sometime we shall learn how Spirit, the great architect, has created men
and women in Science. We ought to weary of the fleeting and false and to cherish nothing which
hinders our highest selfhood.
22:3
Vibrating like a pendulum between sin and the hope of forgiveness, — selfishness and sensuality causing constant retrogression, — our moral progress will be slow. Waking to Christ’s demand, mortals experience suffering. This causes them, even as drowning men, to make vigorous efforts to save themselves; and through Christ’s precious love these efforts are crowned
with success.
296:4
Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through which the mortal is
dropped for the immortal. Either here or hereafter, suffering or Science must destroy all illusions
regarding life and mind, and regenerate material sense and self. The old man with his deeds
must be put off. Nothing sensual or sinful is immortal. The death of a false material sense and of
sin, not the death of organic matter, is what reveals man and Life, harmonious, real, and eternal.
256:1
Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher
plane of action, thought rises from the material sense to the spiritual, from the scholastic to the
inspirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All things are created spiritually. Mind, not
matter, is the creator. Love, the divine Principle, is the Father and Mother of the universe, including man.
170:22
Spiritual causation is the one question to be considered, for more than all others spiritual causation relates to human progress. The age seems ready to approach this subject, to ponder
somewhat the supremacy of Spirit, and at least to touch the hem of Truth’s garment.

224:4
As the crude footprints of the past disappear from the dissolving paths of the present, we shall
better understand the Science which governs these changes, and shall plant our feet on firmer
ground. Every sensuous pleasure or pain is self-destroyed through suffering. There should be
painless progress, attended by life and peace instead of discord and death.
426:5-9
The discoverer of Christian Science finds the path less difficult when she has the high goal always before her thoughts, than when she counts her footsteps in endeavoring to reach it. When
the destination is desirable, expectation speeds our progress.
239:16
To ascertain our progress, we must learn where our affections are placed and whom we acknowledge and obey as God. If divine Love is becoming nearer, dearer, and more real to us,
matter is then submitting to Spirit. The objects we pursue and the spirit we manifest reveal our
standpoint, and show what we are winning.
72:12-23
Truth destroys mortality, and brings to light immortality. Mortal belief (the material sense of life)
and immortal Truth (the spiritual sense) are the tares and the wheat, which are not united by
progress, but separated.
Perfection is not expressed through imperfection. Spirit is not made manifest through matter, the
antipode of Spirit. Error is not a convenient sieve through which truth can be strained.
God, good, being ever present, it follows in divine logic that evil, the suppositional opposite of
good, is never present.
233:1
Every day makes its demands upon us for higher proofs rather than professions of Christian
power. These proofs consist solely in the destruction of sin, sickness, and death by the power of
Spirit, as Jesus destroyed them. This is an element of progress, and progress is the law of God,
whose law demands of us only what we can certainly fulfil.
323:32
Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new, renders thought receptive of the advanced idea. Gladness to leave the false landmarks and joy to see them disappear,
— this disposition helps to precipitate the ultimate harmony. The purification of sense and self is
a proof of progress. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”
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