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Subject: Divine Justice

Matter, evil or mortal mind can seem to be real and in control, but Truth, spiritual
and eternal, is always governing. Divine justice makes it so. These readings
explore the idea of divine justice.

Hymns: 111 451 (Supplement) 258

Holy Bible

Gal. 5:1
Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage.

Luke 13:11-17 behold
behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed to-
gether, and could in no wise lift up herself.

And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from
thine infirmity.

And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on
the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in
them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day.

The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sab-
bath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering?

And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people re-
joiced for all the glorious things that were done by him.

Isa. 59:1, 2, 9
Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it can-
not hear:

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face
from you, that he will not hear.

Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth justice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold
obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness.



Acts 22:1, 3-7
Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which | make now unto you.

| am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at
the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and
was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.

And | persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and
women.

As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also |
received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there
bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.

And it came to pass, that, as | made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about
noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me.

And | fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?

Gal. 5:7 who
who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?

Acts 22:8-16
And | answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, | am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou
persecutest.

And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice
of him that spake to me.

And | said, What shall | do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and
there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.

And when | could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with
me, | came into Damascus.

And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which
dwelt there,

Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same
hour I looked up upon him.

And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and
see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.

For thou shalt be his withess unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.

And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name
of the Lord.



Isa. 59:17 (to ;), 21
For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head;

As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord; My spirit that is upon thee, and my
words which | have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of
thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

542: 1

The belief of life in matter sins at every step. It incurs divine displeasure, and it would kill Jesus
that it might be rid of troublesome Truth. Material beliefs would slay the spiritual idea whenever
and wherever it appears. Though error hides behind a lie and excuses guilt, error cannot forever
be concealed. Truth, through her eternal laws, unveils error. Truth causes sin to betray itself,
and sets upon error the mark of the beast. Even the disposition to excuse guilt or to conceal it is
punished. The avoidance of justice and the denial of truth tend to perpetuate sin, invoke crime,
jeopardize self-control, and mock divine mercy.

538:3

Truth should, and does, drive error out of all selfhood. Truth is a two-edged sword, guarding and
guiding. Truth places the cherub wisdom at the gate of understanding to note the proper guests.
Radiant with mercy and justice, the sword of Truth gleams afar and indicates the infinite dis-
tance between Truth and error, between the material and spiritual, — the unreal and the real.

542:18

“They that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” Let Truth uncover and destroy error in
God’s own way, and let human justice pattern the divine. Sin will receive its full penalty, both for
what it is and for what it does. Justice marks the sinner, and teaches mortals not to remove the
waymarks of God. To envy’s own hell, justice consigns the lie which, to advance itself, breaks
God’s commandments.

106:6

Like our nation, Christian Science has its Declaration of Independence. God has endowed man
with inalienable rights, among which are self-government, reason, and conscience. Man is
properly self-governed only when he is guided rightly and governed by his Maker, divine Truth
and Love.

326:16-32

The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now. This point won, you have started as
you should. You have begun at the numeration-table of Christian Science, and nothing but
wrong intention can hinder your advancement. Working and praying with true motives, your Fa-
ther will open the way. “Who did hinder you, that ye should not obey the truth?”

Saul of Tarsus beheld the way — the Christ, or Truth — only when his uncertain sense of right
yielded to a spiritual sense, which is always right. Then the man was changed. Thought as-

sumed a nobler outlook, and his life became more spiritual. He learned the wrong that he had
done in persecuting Christians, whose religion he had not understood, and in humility he took



the new name of Paul. He beheld for the first time the true idea of Love, and learned a lesson in
divine Science.

224:22

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting the needs of mortals
in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age, knocking for admission. Will you open
or close the door upon this angel visitant, who cometh in the quiet of meekness, as he came of
old to the patriarch at noonday?

22:23-11

Final deliverance from error, whereby we rejoice in immortality, boundless freedom, and sinless
sense, is not reached through paths of flowers nor by pinning one’s faith without works to an-
other’s vicarious effort. Whosoever believeth that wrath is righteous or that divinity is appeased
by human suffering, does not understand God.

Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels the debt only when justice approves.
Revenge is inadmissible. Wrath which is only appeased is not destroyed, but partially indulged.
Wisdom and Love may require many sacrifices of self to save us from sin. One sacrifice, how-
ever great, is insufficient to pay the debt of sin. The atonement requires constant self-immola-
tion on the sinner’s part. That God’s wrath should be vented upon His beloved Son, is divinely
unnatural. Such a theory is man-made. The atonement is a hard problem in theology, but its sci-
entific explanation is, that suffering is an error of sinful sense which Truth destroys, and that
eventually both sin and suffering will fall at the feet of everlasting Love.

5:3-21

Sorrow for wrong-doing is but one step towards reform and the very easiest step. The next and
great step required by wisdom is the test of our sincerity, — namely, reformation. To this end we
are placed under the stress of circumstances. Temptation bids us repeat the offence, and woe
comes in return for what is done. So it will ever be, till we learn that there is no discount in the
law of justice and that we must pay “the uttermost farthing.” The measure ye mete “shall be
measured to you again,” and it will be full “and running over.”

Saints and sinners get their full award, but not always in this world. The followers of Christ drank
his cup. Ingratitude and persecution filled it to the brim; but God pours the riches of His love into
the understanding and affections, giving us strength according to our day. Sinners flourish “like a
green bay tree;” but, looking farther, the Psalmist could see their end, — the destruction of sin
through suffering.

224:28-22

Truth brings the elements of liberty. On its banner is the Soul-inspired motto, “Slavery is abol-
ished.” The power of God brings deliverance to the captive. No power can withstand divine
Love. What is this supposed power, which opposes itself to God? Whence cometh it? What is it
that binds man with iron shackles to sin, sickness, and death? Whatever enslaves man is op-
posed to the divine government. Truth makes man free.

You may know when first Truth leads by the fewness and faithfulness of its followers. Thus it is
that the march of time bears onward freedom’s banner. The powers of this world will fight, and
will command their sentinels not to let truth pass the guard until it subscribes to their systems;



but Science, heeding not the pointed bayonet, marches on. There is always some tumult, but
there is a rallying to truth’s standard.

The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows human power
to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. A few immortal sentences, breathing the
omnipotence of divine justice, have been potent to break despotic fetters and abolish the whip-
ping-post and slave market; but oppression neither went down in blood, nor did the breath of
freedom come from the cannon’s mouth. Love is the liberator.

357:1-13 (to ;)

In common justice, we must admit that God will not punish man for doing what He created man
capable of doing, and knew from the outset that man would do. God is “of purer eyes than to
behold evil.” We sustain Truth, not by accepting, but by rejecting a lie.

Jesus said of personified evil, that it was “a liar, and the father of it.” Truth creates neither a lie, a
capacity to lie, nor a liar. If mankind would relinquish the belief that God makes sickness, sin,
and death, or makes man capable of suffering on account of this malevolent triad, the founda-
tions of error would be sapped and error’s destruction ensured;

293:21

There is no vapid fury of mortal mind — expressed in earthquake, wind, wave, lightning, fire,
bestial ferocity — and this so-called mind is self-destroyed. The manifestations of evil, which
counterfeit divine justice, are called in the Scriptures, “The anger of the Lord.” In reality, they
show the self-destruction of error or matter and point to matter’s opposite, the strength and
permanency of Spirit. Christian Science brings to light Truth and its supremacy, universal har-
mony, the entireness of God, good, and the nothingness of evil.
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