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Subject:  How do we perceive the world around us?
 
What we see and read in the news about our country and world in strife and turmoil can 
seem to be very much at odds with what we know and feel in our hearts, at odds with 
what we know to be true about the goodness and compassion of our fellow man. These 
readings explore these two very different standpoints, and they invite you to explore 
your own "sense" of the universe.

Hymns:  383   218   144

Holy Bible

Gen. 1:1-2, 26-27
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the 
spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
 
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them.

Luke 4:33-37
And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out 
with a loud voice,

Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to 
destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God.

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had 
thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not.

And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with 
authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.

And the fame of him went out into every place of the country round about.

Luke 17:20-21
And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he an-
swered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:

Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.



Matt. 17:14-21
And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to 
him, and saying,

Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the 
fire, and oft into the water.

And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him.

Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with 
you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me.

And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very 
hour.

Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out?

And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as 
a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it 
shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.

Heb. 13:8-9 (to ;)
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.

Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be 
established with grace;
 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

122:1-7
The evidence of the physical senses often reverses the real Science of being, and so creates a 
reign of discord, — assigning seeming power to sin, sickness, and death; but the great facts of 
Life, rightly understood, defeat this triad of errors, contradict their false witnesses, and reveal 
the kingdom of heaven, — the actual reign of harmony on earth.

283:4-24
Mind is the source of all movement, and there is no inertia to retard or check its perpetual and 
harmonious action. Mind is the same Life, Love, and wisdom “yesterday, and to-day, and forev-
er.” Matter and its effects — sin, sickness, and death — are states of mortal mind which act, re-
act, and then come to a stop. They are not facts of Mind. They are not ideas, but illusions. Prin-
ciple is absolute. It admits of no error, but rests upon understanding.

But what say prevalent theories? They insist that Life, or God, is one and the same with material 
life so-called. They speak of both Truth and error as mind, and of good and evil as spirit. They 



claim that to be life which is but the objective state of material sense, — such as the structural 
life of the tree and of material man, — and deem this the manifestation of the one Life, God.

This false belief as to what really constitutes life so detracts from God’s character and nature, 
that the true sense of His power is lost to all who cling to this falsity.

284:4-23, 28-29
If God were limited to man or matter, or if the infinite could be circumscribed within the finite, 
God would be corporeal, and unlimited Mind would seem to spring from a limited body; but this 
is an impossibility. Infinite Mind can have no starting-point, and can return to no limit. It can nev-
er be in bonds, nor be fully manifested through corporeality.

Is God’s image or likeness matter, or a mortal, sin, sickness, and death? Can matter recognize 
Mind? Can infinite Mind recognize matter? Can the infinite dwell in the finite or know aught un-
like the infinite? Can Deity be known through the material senses? Can the material senses, 
which receive no direct evidence of Spirit, give correct testimony as to spiritual life, truth, and 
love?

The answer to all these questions must forever be in the negative.

The physical senses can obtain no proof of God. They can neither see Spirit through the eye 
nor hear it through the ear, nor can they feel, taste, or smell Spirit.

 According to Christian Science, the only real senses of man are spiritual, emanating from divine 
Mind.
 
285:7
What, then, is the material personality which suffers, sins, and dies? It is not man, the image 
and likeness of God, but man’s counterfeit, the inverted likeness, the unlikeness called sin, 
sickness, and death. The unreality of the claim that a mortal is the true image of God is illustrat-
ed by the opposite natures of Spirit and matter, Mind and body, for one is intelligence while the 
other is non-intelligence.

475:6 Man, 31-1 (to 2nd .)
 Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones, and other material elements. The 
Scriptures inform us that man is made in the image and likeness of God. Matter is not that like-
ness. The likeness of Spirit cannot be so unlike Spirit. Man is spiritual and perfect; and because 
he is spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood in Christian Science. Man is idea, the im-
age, of Love; he is not physique. He is the compound idea of God, including all right ideas; the 
generic term for all that reflects God’s image and likeness; the conscious identity of being as 
found in Science, in which man is the reflection of God, or Mind, and therefore is eternal; that 
which has no separate mind from God; that which has not a single quality underived from Deity; 
that which possesses no life, intelligence, nor creative power of his own, but reflects spiritually 
all that belongs to his Maker.

A mortal sinner is not God’s man. Mortals are the counterfeits of immortals.



476:4, 9-11, 21-22
 In divine Science, God and the real man are inseparable as divine Principle and idea.
 God is the Principle of man, and man is the idea of God. Hence man is not mortal nor material.

Learn this, O mortal, and earnestly seek the spiritual
status of man, which is outside of all material selfhood. 

148:7-21
Neither anatomy nor theology has ever described man as created by Spirit, — as God’s man. 
The former explains the men of men, or the “children of men,” as created corporeally instead of 
spiritually and as emerging from the lowest, instead of from the highest, conception of being. 
Both anatomy and theology define man as both physical and mental, and place mind at the 
mercy of matter for every function, formation, and manifestation. Anatomy takes up man at all 
points materially. It loses Spirit, drops the true tone, and accepts the discord. Anatomy and the-
ology reject the divine Principle which produces harmonious man, and deal — the one wholly, 
the other primarily  — with matter, calling that man which is not the counterpart, but the counter-
feit, of God’s man.

476:28-7
When speaking of God’s children, not the children of men, Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is 
within you;” that is, Truth and Love reign in the real man, showing that man in God’s image is 
unfallen and eternal. Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sin-
ning mortal man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God’s own likeness, 
and this correct view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is in-
tact, universal, and that man is pure and holy. Man is not a material habitation for Soul; he is 
himself spiritual.

337:20 1st The
The true idea of man, as the reflection of the invisible God, is as incomprehensible to the limited 
senses as is man’s infinite Principle. The visible universe and material man are the poor coun-
terfeits of the invisible universe and spiritual man. Eternal things (verities) are God’s thoughts as 
they exist in the spiritual realm of the real. Temporal things are the thoughts of mortals and are 
the unreal, being the opposite of the real or the spiritual and eternal.

286:21
God’s thoughts are perfect and eternal, are substance and Life. Material and temporal thoughts 
are human, involving error, and since God, Spirit, is the only cause, they lack a divine cause. 
The temporal and material are not then creations of Spirit. They are but counterfeits of the spiri-
tual and eternal. Transitory thoughts are the antipodes of everlasting Truth, though (by the sup-
position of opposite qualities) error must also say, “I am true.” But by this saying error, the lie, 
destroys itself.

306:25
 Undisturbed amid the jarring testimony of the material senses, Science, still enthroned, is un-
folding to mortals the immutable, harmonious, divine Principle,  — is unfolding Life and the uni-
verse, ever present and eternal.
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