Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago, lllinois USA
Wednesday, December 14, 2016
Subject: Harmony Part 4 —The Christ reveals harmony

These readings end the series on “Harmony” which has has included:
+ “Standing up to fear”

+ “Learning to see with our spiritual understanding”

+ “Seeing God with the eyes of a chid”

Hymns: 152 34 72

Col 3:1-3

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God.

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

Acts 9:1-20

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went

unto the high priest,

And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way,
whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a
light from heaven:

And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?

And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is
hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said
unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.

And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led
him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.

And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a
vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am here, Lord.



And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in
the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,

And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he
might receive his sight.

Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done
to thy saints at Jerusalem:

And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.

But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

For | will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake.

And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said,
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath
sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith,
and arose, and was baptized.

And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the
disciples which were at Damascus.

And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.

Rev. 21:1-5
And | saw a new heaven and a new eatrth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea.

And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband.

And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all things new. And he said unto me, Write:
for these words are true and faithful.

Rev. 22:21
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.



Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

vii :2

The wakeful shepherd beholds the first faint morning beams, ere cometh the full radiance of a
risen day. So shone the pale star to the prophet-shepherds; yet it traversed the night, and came
where, in cradled obscurity, lay the Bethlehem babe, the human herald of Christ, Truth, who
would make plain to benighted understanding the way of salvation through Christ Jesus, till
across a night of error should dawn the morning beams and shine the guiding star of being. The
Wisemen were led to behold and to follow this daystar of divine Science, lighting the way to
eternal harmony.

560:10-15

Heaven represents harmony, and divine Science interprets the Principle of heavenly harmony.
The great miracle, to human sense, is divine Love, and the grand necessity of existence is to
gain the true idea of what constitutes the kingdom of heaven in man.

122:1

The evidence of the physical senses often reverses the real Science of being, and so creates a
reign of discord, — assigning seeming power to sin, sickness, and death; but the great facts of
Life, rightly understood, defeat this triad of errors, contradict their false witnesses, and reveal
the kingdom of heaven, — the actual reign of harmony on earth. The material senses’ reversal of
the Science of Soul was practically exposed nineteen hundred years ago by the demonstrations
of Jesus; yet these so-called senses still make mortal mind tributary to mortal body, and ordain
certain sections of matter, such as brain and nerves, as the seats of pain and pleasure, from
which matter reports to this so-called mind its status of happiness or misery.

150:4

To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal Science, in-
stead of a phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the coming anew of the gospel of “on earth
peace, good-will toward men.” This coming, as was promised by the Master, is for its establish-
ment as a permanent dispensation among men; but the mission of Christian Science now, as in
the time of its earlier demonstration, is not primarily one of physical healing. Now, as then, signs
and wonders are wrought in the metaphysical healing of physical disease; but these signs are
only to demonstrate its divine origin, — to attest the reality of the higher mission of the Christ-
power to take away the sins of the world.

51:28-8

Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from sensuousness, and caused the selfish
materialist to hate him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal the sick, cast out
evil, and raise the dead.

From early boyhood he was about his “Father’s business.” His pursuits lay far apart from theirs.
His master was Spirit; their master was matter. He served God; they served mammon. His af-
fections were pure; theirs were carnal. His senses drank in the spiritual evidence of health, holi-
ness, and life; their senses testified oppositely, and absorbed the material evidence of sin, sick-
ness, and death.



53:16-17 (np)

The world could not interpret aright the discomfort which Jesus inspired and the spiritual bless-
ings which might flow from such discomfort. Science shows the cause of the shock so often
produced by the truth, — namely, that this shock arises from the great distance between the in-
dividual and Truth. Like Peter, we should weep over the warning, instead of denying the truth or
mocking the lifelong sacrifice which goodness makes for the destruction of evil.

Jesus bore our sins in his body. He knew the mortal errors which constitute the material body,
and could destroy those errors; but at the time when Jesus felt our infirmities, he had not con-
quered all the beliefs of the flesh or his sense of material life, nor had he risen to his final
demonstration of spiritual power.

Had he shared the sinful beliefs of others, he would have been less sensitive to those beliefs.
Through the magnitude of his human life, he demonstrated the divine Life. Out of the amplitude
of his pure affection, he defined Love. With the affluence of Truth, he vanquished error. The
world acknowledged not his righteousness, seeing it not; but earth received the harmony his
glorified example introduced.

Who is ready to follow his teaching and example? All must sooner or later plant themselves in
Christ, the true idea of God. That he might liberally pour his dear-bought treasures into empty or
sin-filled human storehouses, was the inspiration of Jesus’ intense human sacrifice. In witness
of his divine commission, he presented the proof that Life, Truth, and Love heal the sick and the
sinning, and triumph over death through Mind, not matter. This was the highest proof he could
have offered of divine Love.

6:3 (only), 17-18
Divine Love corrects and governs man.

“God is Love.” More than this we cannot ask, higher we cannot look, farther we cannot go.

572:12-12 (np)

Love fulfils the law of Christian Science, and nothing short of this divine Principle, understood
and demonstrated, can ever furnish the vision of the Apocalypse, open the seven seals of error
with Truth, or uncover the myriad illusions of sin, sickness, and death. Under the supremacy of
Spirit, it will be seen and acknowledged that matter must disappear.

In Revelation xxi. 1 we read: —

And | saw a new heaven and a new eatrth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was
no more sea.

The Revelator had not yet passed the transitional stage in human experience called death, but
he already saw a new heaven and a new earth. Through what sense came this vision to St.
John? Not through the material visual organs for seeing, for optics are inadequate to take in so
wonderful a scene. Were this new heaven and new earth terrestrial or celestial, material or spiri-
tual? They could not be the former, for the human sense of space is unable to grasp such a
view. The Revelator was on our plane of existence, while yet beholding what the eye cannot
see, — that which is invisible to the uninspired thought. This testimony of Holy Writ sustains the



fact in Science, that the heavens and earth to one human consciousness, that consciousness
which God bestows, are spiritual, while to another, the unillumined human mind, the vision is
material. This shows unmistakably that what the human mind terms matter and spirit indicates
states and stages of consciousness.

561:13-21
To John, “the bride” and “the Lamb” represented the correlation of divine Principle and spiritual
idea, God and His Christ, bringing harmony to earth.

John saw the human and divine coincidence, shown in the man Jesus, as divinity embracing
humanity in Life and its demonstration, — reducing to human perception and understanding the
Life which is God. In divine revelation, material and corporeal selfhood disappear, and the spiri-
tual idea is understood.

573:13-28

Accompanying this scientific consciousness was another revelation, even the declaration from
heaven, supreme harmony, that God, the divine Principle of harmony, is ever with men, and they
are His people. Thus man was no longer regarded as a miserable sinner, but as the blessed
child of God. Why? Because St. John’s corporeal sense of the heavens and earth had vanished,
and in place of this false sense was the spiritual sense, the subjective state by which he could
see the new heaven and new earth, which involve the spiritual idea and consciousness of reali-
ty. This is Scriptural authority for concluding that such a recognition of being is, and has been,
possible to men in this present state of existence, — that we can become conscious, here and
now, of a cessation of death, sorrow, and pain. This is indeed a foretaste of absolute Christian
Science.

592:18
New Jerusalem. Divine Science; the spiritual facts and harmony of the universe; the kingdom of
heaven, or reign of harmony.

573:29

Take heart, dear sufferer, for this reality of being will surely appear sometime and in some way.
There will be no more pain, and all tears will be wiped away. When you read this, remember Je-
sus’ words, “The kingdom of God is within you.” This spiritual consciousness is therefore a
present possibility.

590:1
Kingdom of Heaven. The reign of harmony in divine Science; the realm of unerring, eternal, and
omnipotent Mind; the atmosphere of Spirit, where Soul is supreme.
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