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Subject:  False claims

In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus tells us "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect." If man is perfect, like his Father, how then can he be a sinner, or become 
sick and die? Could sin, sickness and death actually be false claims in man's existence? And, 
could these false claims be hiding man's true nature as God's perfect child? The readings 
explore these questions.

Hymns:  386, 5, 453 
  

Holy Bible 

Luke 4:1-8 
And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, 

Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were 
ended, he afterward hungered. 

And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made 
bread. 

And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word of God. 

And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time. 

And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is deliv-
ered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 

If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

Matt 5: 25-26 
Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the ad-
versary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into 
prison. 

Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost 
farthing. 

Matt. 9: 18-26 
While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, 
saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live. 



And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. 

And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind 
him, and touched the hem of his garment: 

For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. 

But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy 
faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour. 

And when Jesus came into the ruler’s house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a 
noise, 

He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to 
scorn. 

But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose. 

And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land. 

Rom. 8:1-9 (to 1st .) 
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. 

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. 

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. 

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 

Matt. 5:48 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
  



Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy 

284:28-14 
According to Christian Science, the only real senses of man are spiritual, emanating from divine 
Mind. Thought passes from God to man, but neither sensation nor report goes from material 
body to Mind. The intercommunication is always from God to His idea, man. Matter is not sen-
tient and cannot be cognizant of good or of evil, of pleasure or of pain. Man’s individuality is not 
material. This Science of being obtains not alone hereafter in what men call Paradise, but here 
and now; it is the great fact of being for time and eternity. 

What, then, is the material personality which suffers, sins, and dies? It is not man, the image 
and likeness of God, but man’s counterfeit, the inverted likeness, the unlikeness called sin, 
sickness, and death. The unreality of the claim that a mortal is the true image of God is illustrat-
ed by the opposite natures of Spirit and matter, Mind and body, for one is intelligence while the 
other is non-intelligence. 

273:21 
God never ordained a material law to annul the spiritual law. If there were such a material law, it 
would oppose the supremacy of Spirit, God, and impugn the wisdom of the creator. Jesus 
walked on the waves, fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the dead in direct opposition 
to material laws. His acts were the demonstration of Science, overcoming the false claims of 
material sense or law. 

130:26-11 
If thought is startled at the strong claim of Science for the supremacy of God, or Truth, and 
doubts the supremacy of good, ought we not, contrariwise, to be astounded at the vigorous 
claims of evil and doubt them, and no longer think it natural to love sin and unnatural to forsake 
it, — no longer imagine evil to be ever-present and good absent? Truth should not seem so sur-
prising and unnatural as error, and error should not seem so real as truth. Sickness should not 
seem so real as health. There is no error in Science, and our lives must be governed by reality 
in order to be in harmony with God, the divine Principle of all being. 

When once destroyed by divine Science, the false evidence before the corporeal senses disap-
pears. Hence the opposition of sensuous man to the Science of Soul and the significance of the 
Scripture, “The carnal mind is enmity against God.” The central fact of the Bible is the superiori-
ty of spiritual over physical power. 

357:17 
History teaches that the popular and false notions about the Divine Being and character have 
originated in the human mind. As there is in reality but one God, one Mind, wrong notions about 
God must have originated in a false supposition, not in immortal Truth, and they are fading out. 
They are false claims, which will eventually disappear, according to the vision of St. John in the 
Apocalypse. 

233:10 
How long it must be before we arrive at the demonstration of scientific being, no man knoweth, 
— not even “the Son but the Father;” but the false claim of error continues its delusions until the 
goal of goodness is assiduously earned and won. 

103:6 
The destruction of the claims of mortal mind through Science, by which man can escape from 
sin and mortality, blesses the whole human family. As in the beginning, however, this liberation 
does not scientifically show itself in a knowledge of both good and evil, for the latter is unreal. 



6:29-7 
It is believed by many that a certain magistrate, who lived in the time of Jesus, left this record: 
“His rebuke is fearful.” The strong language of our Master confirms this description. 

The only civil sentence which he had for error was, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” Still stronger 
evidence that Jesus’ reproof was pointed and pungent is found in his own words, — showing the 
necessity for such forcible utterance, when he cast out devils and healed the sick and sinning. 
The relinquishment of error deprives material sense of its false claims. 

390:12 
When the first symptoms of disease appear, dispute the testimony of the material senses with 
divine Science. Let your higher sense of justice destroy the false process of mortal opinions 
which you name law, and then you will not be confined to a sick-room nor laid upon a bed of suf-
fering in payment of the last farthing, the last penalty demanded by error. “Agree with thine ad-
versary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him.” Suffer no claim of sin or of sickness to grow 
upon the thought. Dismiss it with an abiding conviction that it is illegitimate, because you know 
that God is no more the author of sickness than He is of sin. You have no law of His to support 
the necessity either of sin or sickness, but you have divine authority for denying that necessity 
and healing the sick. 

461:16 
If you believe that you are sick, should you say, “I am sick”? No, but you should tell your belief 
sometimes, if this be requisite to protect others. If you commit a crime, should you acknowledge 
to yourself that you are a criminal? Yes. Your responses should differ because of the different 
effects they produce. Usually to admit that you are sick, renders your case less curable, while to 
recognize your sin, aids in destroying it. Both sin and sickness are error, and Truth is their rem-
edy. The truth regarding error is, that error is not true, hence it is unreal. To prove scientifically 
the error or unreality of sin, you must first see the claim of sin, and then destroy it. Whereas, to 
prove scientifically the error or unreality of disease, you must mentally unsee the disease; then 
you will not feel it, and it is destroyed. 

330:25 The 
 The notion that both evil and good are real is a delusion of material sense, which Science an-
nihilates. Evil is nothing, no thing, mind, nor power. As manifested by mankind it stands for a lie, 
nothing claiming to be something, — for lust, dishonesty, selfishness, envy, hypocrisy, slander, 
hate, theft, adultery, murder, dementia, insanity, inanity, devil, hell, with all the etceteras that 
word includes. 

554:8-28 
Error is always error. It is no thing. Any statement of life, following from a misconception of life, 
is erroneous, because it is destitute of any knowledge of the so-called selfhood of life, destitute 
of any knowledge of its origin or existence. The mortal is unconscious of his fœtal and infantile 
existence; but as he grows up into another false claim, that of self-conscious matter, he learns 
to say, “I am somebody; but who made me?” Error replies, “God made you.” The first effort of 
error has been and is to impute to God the creation of whatever is sinful and mortal; but infinite 
Mind sets at naught such a mistaken belief. 

Jesus defined this opposite of God and His creation better than we can, when he said, “He is a 
liar, and the father of it.” Jesus also said, “Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a 
devil?” This he said of Judas, one of Adam’s race. Jesus never intimated that God made a devil, 
but he did say, “Ye are of your father, the devil.” All these sayings were to show that mind in mat-
ter is the author of itself, and is simply a falsity and illusion. 



410:4-21 
“This is life eternal,” says Jesus, — is, not shall be; and then he defines everlasting life as a 
present knowledge of his Father and of himself, — the knowledge of Love, Truth, and Life. “This 
is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast 
sent.” The Scriptures say, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God,” showing that Truth is the actual life of man; but mankind objects to 
making this teaching practical. 

Every trial of our faith in God makes us stronger. The more difficult seems the material condition 
to be overcome by Spirit, the stronger should be our faith and the purer our love. The Apostle 
John says: “There is no fear in Love, but perfect Love casteth out fear. . . . He that feareth is not 
made perfect in Love.” Here is a definite and inspired proclamation of Christian Science. 

425:21 
God is more to a man than his belief, and the less we acknowledge matter or its laws, the more 
immortality we possess. Consciousness constructs a better body when faith in matter has been 
conquered. Correct material belief by spiritual understanding, and Spirit will form you anew. You 
will never fear again except to offend God, and you will never believe that heart or any portion of 
the body can destroy you. 

426:16-28 
When it is learned that disease cannot destroy life, and that mortals are not saved from sin or 
sickness by death, this understanding will quicken into newness of life. It will master either a de-
sire to die or a dread of the grave, and thus destroy the great fear that besets mortal existence. 

The relinquishment of all faith in death and also of the fear of its sting would raise the standard 
of health and morals far beyond its present elevation, and would enable us to hold the banner of 
Christianity aloft with unflinching faith in God, in Life eternal. 

  
From Concord Express - A Christian Science Study Resource: The King James Version 
of the Bible and Mary Baker Eddy's published writings 

 


