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Wednesday, September 7, 2016
Subject:  False claims, Part II
Last Wednesday's readings at our mid-week prayer Meeting explored how to put down the false claims in 
man’s existence of sin, sickness, and death, because these claims are at odds with Jesus’ command in 
the book of Matthew: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”  These 
“Part II” readings explore further the question, “If man is perfect, like his Father, how then can he be a 
sinner, become sick and die?” by citing additional Bible authority. The reason and logic brought out in 
Mary Baker Eddy’s book, Science And Health with Key to the Scriptures, is used to elucidate and 
understand this Bible authority.   

Hymns:  21, 96, 290  

Holy Bible 

I John 3:9 
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God. 

Gen. 1:26-27, 31 (to 1st .) 
 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them. 

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 

Gen. 2:1, 6-7, 21-22 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 

 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. 

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul. 
  
And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his 
ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 

And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto 
the man. 

Gen. 3:1 (to .), 8-11, 14-15 
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 

 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the 
garden. 



And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself. 

And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I com-
manded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 

 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all 
cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life: 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Rev. 12:3, 9-10 (to :) 
And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven 
heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 
  
And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which de-
ceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the king-
dom of our God, and the power of his Christ: 

Luke 4:1-2 (to 1st .), 9-14 (to :), 31-36, 38-40 
And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, 

Being forty days tempted of the devil. 
  
And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If 
thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 

For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 

And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season. 

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: 

 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days. 

And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power. 

And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out 
with a loud voice, 

Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to 
destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God. 



And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had 
thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. 

And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with 
authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.   

And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon’s house. And Simon’s wife’s mother 
was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her. 

And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose and 
ministered unto them. 

Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought them 
unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. 

I John 5:1 (to :), 4, 18-20 
Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: 

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 
  
We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth 
himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 

And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 

And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the 
true God, and eternal life. 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy 

564:24 

From Genesis to the Apocalypse, sin, sickness, and death, envy, hatred, and revenge, — all evil, 
— are typified by a serpent, or animal subtlety. Jesus said, quoting a line from the Psalms, 
“They hated me without a cause.” The serpent is perpetually close upon the heel of harmony. 
From the beginning to the end, the serpent pursues with hatred the spiritual idea. In Genesis, 
this allegorical, talking serpent typifies mortal mind, “more subtle than any beast of the field.” In 
the Apocalypse, when nearing its doom, this evil increases and becomes the great red dragon, 
swollen with sin, inflamed with war against spirituality, and ripe for destruction. It is full of lust 
and hate, loathing the brightness of divine glory. 

594:1 
 Serpent (ophis, in Greek; nacash, in Hebrew).  Subtlety; a lie; the opposite of Truth, named 
error; the first statement of mythology and idolatry; the belief in more than one God; animal 
magnetism; the first lie of limitation; finity; the first claim that there is an opposite of Spirit, or 
good, termed matter, or evil; the first delusion that error exists as fact; the first claim that sin, 
sickness, and death are the realities of life. The first audible claim that God was not omnipotent 
and that there was another power, named evil, which was as real and eternal as God, good. 



529:21-6 
Whence comes a talking, lying serpent to tempt the children of divine Love? The serpent enters 
into the metaphor only as evil. We have nothing in the animal kingdom which represents the 
species described, — a talking serpent, — and should rejoice that evil, by whatever figure pre-
sented, contradicts itself and has neither origin nor support in Truth and good. Seeing this, we 
should have faith to fight all claims of evil, because we know that they are worthless and unreal. 

Adam, the synonym for error, stands for a belief of material mind. He begins his reign over man 
somewhat mildly, but he increases in falsehood and his days become shorter. In this develop-
ment, the immortal, spiritual law of Truth is made manifest as forever opposed to mortal, materi-
al sense. 

In divine Science, man is sustained by God, the divine Principle of being. 

567:18 
That false claim — that ancient belief, that old serpent whose name is devil (evil), claiming that 
there is intelligence in matter either to benefit or to injure men — is pure delusion, the red drag-
on; and it is cast out by Christ, Truth, the spiritual idea, and so proved to be powerless. The 
words “cast unto the earth” show the dragon to be nothingness, dust to dust; and therefore, in 
his pretence of being a talker, he must be a lie from the beginning. His angels, or messages, are 
cast out with their author. The beast and the false prophets are lust and hypocrisy. These 
wolves in sheep’s clothing are detected and killed by innocence, the Lamb of Love. 

564:3-23 
As of old, evil still charges the spiritual idea with error’s own nature and methods. This malicious 
animal instinct, of which the dragon is the type, incites mortals to kill morally and physically even 
their fellow-mortals, and worse still, to charge the innocent with the crime. This last infirmity of 
sin will sink its perpetrator into a night without a star. 

The author is convinced that the accusations against Jesus of Nazareth and even his crucifixion 
were instigated by the criminal instinct here described. The Revelator speaks of Jesus as the 
Lamb of God and of the dragon as warring against innocence. Since Jesus must have been 
tempted in all points, he, the immaculate, met and conquered sin in every form. The brutal bar-
barity of his foes could emanate from no source except the highest degree of human depravity. 
Jesus “opened not his mouth.” Until the majesty of Truth should be demonstrated in divine Sci-
ence, the spiritual idea was arraigned before the tribunal of so-called mortal mind, which was 
unloosed in order that the false claim of mind in matter might uncover its own crime of defying 
immortal Mind. 

307:25 -13 The 
 The divine Mind is the Soul of man, and gives man dominion over all things. Man was not cre-
ated from a material basis, nor bidden to obey material laws which Spirit never made; his prov-
ince is in spiritual statutes, in the higher law of Mind. 

Above error’s awful din, blackness, and chaos, the voice of Truth still calls: “Adam, where art 
thou? Consciousness, where art thou? Art thou dwelling in the belief that mind is in matter, and 
that evil is mind, or art thou in the living faith that there is and can be but one God, and keeping 
His commandment?” Until the lesson is learned that God is the only Mind governing man, mortal 
belief will be afraid as it was in the beginning, and will hide from the demand, “Where art thou?” 
This awful demand, “Adam, where art thou?” is met by the admission from the head, heart, 
stomach, blood, nerves, etc.: “Lo, here I am, looking for happiness and life in the body, but find-
ing only an illusion, a blending of false claims, false pleasure, pain, sin, sickness, and death.” 



447:20-11 
 Expose and denounce the claims of evil and disease in all their forms, but realize no reality in 
them. A sinner is not reformed merely by assuring him that he cannot be a sinner because there 
is no sin. To put down the claim of sin, you must detect it, remove the mask, point out the illu-
sion, and thus get the victory over sin and so prove its unreality. The sick are not healed merely 
by declaring there is no sickness, but by knowing that there is none. 

A sinner is afraid to cast the first stone. He may say, as a subterfuge, that evil is unreal, but to 
know it, he must demonstrate his statement. To assume that there are no claims of evil and yet 
to indulge them, is a moral offence. Blindness and self-righteousness cling fast to iniquity. When 
the Publican’s wail went out to the great heart of Love, it won his humble desire. Evil which ob-
tains in the bodily senses, but which the heart condemns, has no foundation; but if evil is un-
condemned, it is undenied and nurtured. Under such circumstances, to say that there is no evil, 
is an evil in itself. When needed tell the truth concerning the lie. Evasion of Truth cripples in-
tegrity, and casts thee down from the pinnacle. 

523:3 
Because of its false basis, the mist of obscurity evolved by error deepens the false claim, and 
finally declares that God knows error and that error can improve His creation. Although present-
ing the exact opposite of Truth, the lie claims to be truth. The creations of matter arise from a 
mist or false claim, or from mystification, and not from the firmament, or understanding, which 
God erects between the true and false. In error everything comes from beneath, not from above. 
All is material myth, instead of the reflection of Spirit. 

538:3 (only),15 
Truth should, and does, drive error out of all selfhood. 
  
The testimony of the serpent is significant of the illusion of error, of the false claims that misrep-
resent God, good. Sin, sickness, and death have no record in the Elohistic introduction of Gen-
esis, in which God creates the heavens, earth, and man. Until that which contradicts the truth of 
being enters into the arena, evil has no history, and evil is brought into view only as the unreal in 
contradistinction to the real and eternal. 

494:25 
Which of these two theories concerning man are you ready to accept? One is the mortal testi-
mony, changing, dying, unreal. The other is the eternal and real evidence, bearing Truth’s 
signet, its lap piled high with immortal fruits. 

300:13 
The temporal and unreal never touch the eternal and real. The mutable and imperfect never 
touch the immutable and perfect. The inharmonious and self-destructive never touch the har-
monious and self-existent. These opposite qualities are the tares and wheat, which never really 
mingle, though (to mortal sight) they grow side by side until the harvest; then, Science sepa-
rates the wheat from the tares, through the realization of God as ever present and of man as 
reflecting the divine likeness. 
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