
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago
Wednesday, July 27, 2016
Subject:  The Strength of God’s Kingdom on Earth
 
Much of the news of the day tends to be overwhelming and to make us feel afraid and helpless 
to do anything about it. But are our abilities really crippled and enfeebled when it comes to see-
ing and recognizing God’s Kingdom?  

Hymns:  120, 75, 77  
 
Holy Bible

I Cor. 9:24-27
Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corrupt-
ible crown; but we an incorruptible.

I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a castaway.

Acts 14:8-11,13-22, 27
And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother’s womb, who 
never had walked:

The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed,

Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.

And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycao-
nia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. 

Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and 
would have done sacrifice with the people.

Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the 
people, crying out,

And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto 
you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and all things that are therein:

Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways.

Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.

And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them.



And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having 
stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.

Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he 
departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, 
and to Iconium, and Antioch,

Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must 
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 
 
And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done 
with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.
 
Ps. 43:1-5
Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation: O deliver me from the deceitful and 
unjust man.

For thou art the God of my strength: why dost thou cast me off? why go I mourning because of the op-
pression of the enemy?

O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy taber-
nacles.

Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy: yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O 
God my God.

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet 
praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 

294:9
The belief that matter thinks, sees, or feels is not more real than the belief that matter enjoys and suffers. 
This mortal belief, misnamed man, is error, saying: “Matter has intelligence and sensation. Nerves feel. 
Brain thinks and sins. The stomach can make a man cross. Injury can cripple and matter can kill man.” 
This verdict of the so-called material senses victimizes mortals, taught, as they are by physiology and 
pathology, to revere false testimony, even the errors that are destroyed by Truth through spiritual sense 
and Science.

262:9
We cannot fathom the nature and quality of God’s creation by diving into the shallows of mortal belief. We 
must reverse our feeble flutterings — our efforts to find life and truth in matter — and rise above the testi-
mony of the material senses, above the mortal to the immortal idea of God. These clearer, higher views 
inspire the God-like man to reach the absolute centre and circumference of his being.
 
227:21
Christian Science raises the standard of liberty and cries: “Follow me! Escape from the bondage of sick-
ness, sin, and death!” Jesus marked out the way. Citizens of the world, accept the “glorious liberty of the 
children of God,” and be free! This is your divine right. The illusion of material sense, not divine law, has 
bound you, entangled your free limbs, crippled your capacities, enfeebled your body, and defaced the 
tablet of your being.



219:6-22
In mathematics, we do not multiply when we should subtract, and then say the product is correct. No 
more can we say in Science that muscles give strength, that nerves give pain or pleasure, or that matter 
governs, and then expect that the result will be harmony. Not muscles, nerves, nor bones, but mortal mind 
makes the whole body “sick, and the whole heart faint;” whereas divine Mind heals.

When this is understood, we shall never affirm concerning the body what we do not wish to have mani-
fested. We shall not call the body weak, if we would have it strong; for the belief in feebleness must obtain 
in the human mind before it can be made manifest on the body, and the destruction of the belief will be 
the removal of its effects. Science includes no rule of discord, but governs harmoniously. “The wish,” says 
the poet, “is ever father to the thought.”

199:21
The devotion of thought to an honest achievement makes the achievement possible. Exceptions only 
confirm this rule, proving that failure is occasioned by a too feeble faith.
 
183:21
 Divine Mind rightly demands man’s entire obedience, affection, and strength. No reservation is made for 
any lesser loyalty. Obedience to Truth gives man power and strength. Submission to error superinduces 
loss of power.

407:6
Man’s enslavement to the most relentless masters — passion, selfishness, envy, hatred, and revenge — is 
conquered only by a mighty struggle. Every hour of delay makes the struggle more severe. If man is not 
victorious over the passions, they crush out happiness, health, and manhood. Here Christian Science is 
the sovereign panacea, giving strength to the weakness of mortal mind, — strength from the immortal and 
omnipotent Mind, — and lifting humanity above itself into purer desires, even into spiritual power and 
good-will to man.

182:18
Mind’s government of the body must supersede the so-called laws of matter. Obedience to material law 
prevents full obedience to spiritual law, — the law which overcomes material conditions and puts matter 
under the feet of Mind. Mortals entreat the divine Mind to heal the sick, and forthwith shut out the aid of 
Mind by using material means, thus working against themselves and their prayers and denying man’s 
God-given ability to demonstrate Mind’s sacred power. Pleas for drugs and laws of health come from 
some sad incident, or else from ignorance of Christian Science and its transcendent power.
 
428:19
 We must realize the ability of mental might to offset human misconceptions and to replace them with the 
life which is spiritual, not material.
 
454:14-2
He, who understands in a sufficient degree the Principle of Mind-healing, points out to his student error as 
well as truth, the wrong as well as the right practice. Love for God and man is the true incentive in both 
healing and teaching. Love inspires, illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions 
to thought, and strength and freedom to speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait 
patiently for divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect concept. Patience 
must “have her perfect work.”

Do not dismiss students at the close of a class term, feeling that you have no more to do for them. Let 
your loving care and counsel support all their feeble footsteps, until your students tread firmly in the 
straight and narrow way. The superiority of spiritual power over sensuous is the central point of Christian 



Science. Remember that the letter and mental argument are only human auxiliaries to aid in bringing 
thought into accord with the spirit of Truth and Love, which heals the sick and the sinner.
 
117:24
Evidence drawn from the five physical senses relates solely to human reason; and because of opacity to 
the true light, human reason dimly reflects and feebly transmits Jesus’ works and words. Truth is a revela-
tion.

494:15-19
The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as well as the 
infinite ability of Spirit, thus helping erring human sense to flee from its own convictions and seek safety in 
divine Science.

52:19
The “man of sorrows” best understood the nothingness of material life and intelligence and the mighty 
actuality of all-inclusive God, good. These were the two cardinal points of Mind-healing, or Christian Sci-
ence, which armed him with Love. The highest earthly representative of God, speaking of human ability to 
reflect divine power, prophetically said to his disciples, speaking not for their day only but for all time: “He 
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also;” and “These signs shall follow them that be-
lieve.”
 
128:4
The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and to His government of the uni-
verse, inclusive of man. From this it follows that business men and cultured scholars have found that 
Christian Science enhances their endurance and mental powers, enlarges their perception of character, 
gives them acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to exceed their ordinary capacity. The hu-
man mind, imbued with this spiritual understanding, becomes more elastic, is capable of greater en-
durance, escapes somewhat from itself, and requires less repose. A knowledge of the Science of being 
develops the latent abilities and possibilities of man. It extends the atmosphere of thought, giving mortals 
access to broader and higher realms. It raises the thinker into his native air of insight and perspicacity.

393:8
 Mind is the master of the corporeal senses, and can conquer sickness, sin, and death. Exercise this 
God-given authority. Take possession of your body, and govern its feeling and action. Rise in the strength 
of Spirit to resist all that is unlike good. God has made man capable of this, and nothing can vitiate the 
ability and power divinely bestowed on man.

390:32
 Rise in the conscious strength of the spirit of Truth to overthrow the plea of mortal mind, alias matter, ar-
rayed against the supremacy of Spirit. Blot out the images of mortal thought and its beliefs in sickness 
and sin. Then, when thou art delivered to the judgment of Truth, Christ, the judge will say, “Thou art 
whole!”
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