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Wednesday, June 15, 2016
Subject: The spiritual unity of God and man

Good and evil, sickness and health, happy and sad; life can feel like such a mixed bag, with the bad often
taking precedence over the good. There is a way, however, to center ourselves and find a fixed point that
affords us continuity and peace. The readings explore how we can claim for ourselves and for all others:
"The Spiritual Unity of God and Man.”

Hymns: 297, 14, 370

HOLY BIBLE

Rom. 12:21
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

Rom. 8:6
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Dan. 6:1,3-5,10-12,16,17(to 1st ;),19-23,25-27
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole
kingdom;

Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him;
and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.

Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they
could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found
in him.

Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him
concerning the law of his God.

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open
in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.

Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king’s decree; Hast thou not signed a
decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king,
shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law of
the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king
spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.

And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den;
Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions.
And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said

to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver
thee from the lions?



Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever.

My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as
before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have | done no hurt.

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the
den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he be-
lieved in his God.

Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be mul-
tiplied unto you.

| make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel:
for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his
dominion shall be even unto the end.

He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath deliv-
ered Daniel from the power of the lions.

Ephesians 4:7,13
But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

Mark 1:40-45
And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou
wilt, thou canst make me clean.

And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, | will; be
thou clean.

And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.
And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away;

And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer
for thy cleansing those things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could
no more openly enter into the city, but was without in desert places: and they came to him from every
quarter.

Gal. 5:16-18
This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to
the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.
This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to
the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.



Phil. 2:5
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy

148:7

Neither anatomy nor theology has ever described man as created by Spirit, —as God’s man. The former
explains the men of men, or the “children of men,” as created corporeally instead of spiritually and as
emerging from the lowest, instead of from the highest, conception of being. Both anatomy and theology
define man as both physical and mental, and place mind at the mercy of matter for every function, forma-
tion, and manifestation. Anatomy takes up man at all points materially. It loses Spirit, drops the true tone,
and accepts the discord. Anatomy and theology reject the divine Principle which produces harmonious
man, and deal — the one wholly, the other primarily — with matter, calling that man which is not the coun-
terpart, but the counterfeit, of God’s man. Then theology tries to explain how to make this man a Christ-
ian, — how from this basis of division and discord to produce the concord and unity of Spirit and His like-
ness.

293:32

The five physical senses are the avenues and instruments of human error, and they correspond with er-
ror. These senses indicate the common human belief, that life, substance, and intelligence are a unison of
matter with Spirit. This is pantheism, and carries within itself the seeds of all error.

287:27
The five material senses testify to truth and error as united in a mind both good and evil. Their false evi-
dence will finally yield to Truth, — to the recognition of Spirit and of the spiritual creation.

492:3,22-8
For right reasoning there should be but one fact before the thought, namely, spiritual existence. In reality
there is no other existence, since Life cannot be united to its unlikeness, mortality.

The notion that mind and matter commingle in the human illusion as to sin, sickness, and death must
eventually submit to the Science of Mind, which denies this notion. God is Mind, and God is infinite;
hence all is Mind. On this statement rests the Science of being, and the Principle of this Science is divine,
demonstrating harmony and immortality.

The conservative theory, long believed, is that there are two factors, matter and mind, uniting on some
impossible basis. This theory would keep truth and error always at war. Victory would perch on neither
banner. On the other hand, Christian Science speedily shows Truth to be triumphant. To corporeal sense,
the sun appears to rise and set, and the earth to stand still; but astronomical science contradicts this, and
explains the solar system as working on a different plan. All the evidence of physical sense and all the
knowledge obtained from physical sense must yield to Science, to the immortal truth of all things.

306:13

If Life or Soul and its representative, man, unite for a period and then are separated as by a law of di-
vorce to be brought together again at some uncertain future time and in a manner unknown, — and this is
the general religious opinion of mankind, — we are left without a rational proof of immortality. But man
cannot be separated for an instant from God, if man reflects God. Thus Science proves man’s existence
to be intact.

12:10

It is neither Science nor Truth which acts through blind belief, nor is it the human understanding of the
divine healing Principle as manifested in Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep and conscientious
protests of Truth, — of man’s likeness to God and of man’s unity with Truth and Love.



555:16-27

Searching for the origin of man, who is the reflection of God, is like inquiring into the origin of God, the
self-existent and eternal. Only impotent error would seek to unite Spirit with matter, good with evil, immor-
tality with mortality, and call this sham unity man, as if man were the offspring of both Mind and matter, of
both Deity and humanity. Creation rests on a spiritual basis. We lose our standard of perfection and set
aside the proper conception of Deity, when we admit that the perfect is the author of aught that can be-
come imperfect, that God bestows the power to sin, or that Truth confers the ability to err.

282:3-22

The real Life, or Mind, and its opposite, the so-called material life and mind, are figured by two geometri-
cal symbols, a circle or sphere and a straight line. The circle represents the infinite without beginning or
end; the straight line represents the finite, which has both beginning and end. The sphere represents
good, the self-existent and eternal individuality or Mind; the straight line represents evil, a belief in a self-
made and temporary material existence. Eternal Mind and temporary material existence never unite in
figure orin fact.

A straight line finds no abiding-place in a curve, and a curve finds no adjustment to a straight line. Similar-
ly, matter has no place in Spirit, and Spirit has no place in matter. Truth has no home in error, and error
has no foothold in Truth. Mind cannot pass into non-intelligence and matter, nor can non-intelligence be-
come Soul. At no point can these opposites mingle or unite. Even though they seem to touch, one is still a
curve and the other a straight line.

477:9-17

Whatever is material is mortal. To the five corporeal senses, man appears to be matter and mind united;
but Christian Science reveals man as the idea of God, and declares the corporeal senses to be mortal
and erring illusions. Divine Science shows it to be impossible that a material body, though interwoven with
matter’s highest stratum, misnamed mind, should be man, — the genuine and perfect man, the immortal
idea of being, indestructible and eternal.

167:20

The “flesh lusteth against the Spirit.” The flesh and Spirit can no more unite in action, than good can coin-
cide with evil. It is not wise to take a halting and half-way position or to expect to work equally with Spirit
and matter, Truth and error. There is but one way — namely, God and His idea — which leads to spiritual
being. The scientific government of the body must be attained through the divine Mind. It is impossible to
gain control over the body in any other way. On this fundamental point, timid conservatism is absolutely
inadmissible. Only through radical reliance on Truth can scientific healing power be realized.

269:3-16

From first to last the supposed coexistence of Mind and matter and the mingling of good and evil have
resulted from the philosophy of the serpent. Jesus’ demonstrations sift the chaff from the wheat, and un-
fold the unity and the reality of good, the unreality, the nothingness, of evil.

Human philosophy has made God manlike. Christian Science makes man Godlike. The first is error; the
latter is truth. Metaphysics is above physics, and matter does not enter into metaphysical premises or
conclusions. The categories of metaphysics rest on one basis, the divine Mind. Metaphysics resolves
things into thoughts, and exchanges the objects of sense for the ideas of Soul.

469:25

We lose the high signification of omnipotence, when after admitting that God, or good, is omnipresent and
has all-power, we still believe there is another power, named evil. This belief that there is more than one
mind is as pernicious to divine theology as are ancient mythology and pagan idolatry. With one Father,
even God, the whole family of man would be brethren; and with one Mind and that God, or good, the
brotherhood of man would consist of Love and Truth, and have unity of Principle and spiritual power
which constitute divine Science. The supposed existence of more than one mind was the basic error of
idolatry. This error assumed the loss of spiritual power, the loss of the spiritual presence of Life as infinite
Truth without an unlikeness, and the loss of Love as ever present and universal.



519:14

Mortals can never know the infinite, until they throw off the old man and reach the spiritual image and
likeness. What can fathom infinity! How shall we declare Him, till, in the language of the apostle, “we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the mea-
sure of the stature of the fulness of Christ”?

502:22-5
Genesis i. 1. In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth.

The infinite has no beginning. This word beginning is employed to signify the only, — that is, the eternal
verity and unity of God and man, including the universe. The creative Principle — Life, Truth, and Love —
is God. The universe reflects God. There is but one creator and one creation. This creation consists of the
unfolding of spiritual ideas and their identities, which are embraced in the infinite Mind and forever reflect-
ed. These ideas range from the infinitesimal to infinity, and the highest ideas are the sons and daughters
of God.

95:5

Paul said, “To be spiritually minded is life.” We approach God, or Life, in proportion to our spirituality, our
fidelity to Truth and Love; and in that ratio we know all human need and are able to discern the thought of
the sick and the sinning for the purpose of healing them. Error of any kind cannot hide from the law of
God.

506:10

Through divine Science, Spirit, God, unites understanding to eternal harmony. The calm and exalted
thought or spiritual apprehension is at peace. Thus the dawn of ideas goes on, forming each successive
stage of progress.

571:15

At all times and under all circumstances, overcome evil with good. Know thyself, and God will supply the
wisdom and the occasion for a victory over evil. Clad in the panoply of Love, human hatred cannot reach
you. The cement of a higher humanity will unite all interests in the one divinity.

497:13

We acknowledge Jesus’ atonement as the evidence of divine, efficacious Love, unfolding man’s unity
with God through Christ Jesus the Way-shower; and we acknowledge that man is saved through Christ,
through Truth, Life, and Love as demonstrated by the Galilean Prophet in healing the sick and overcom-
ing sin and death.

271:1-5
Christ’'s Christianity is the chain of scientific being reappearing in all ages, maintaining its obvious corre-
spondence with the Scriptures and uniting all periods in the design of God.

202:3
The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought out in life-practice, and
God’s will must be universally done.
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