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Subject: The Promise of Peace  
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.   John 14:27

Jesus' promise of peace is as relevant today as it was when he first promised to lift us up from the 
conflict in the world around us. In the wake of the hatred and violence evidenced in the Orlando 
shootings, and the continuing threat of further violence, we need that peace to sustain us. We 
need it to comfort the sorrowing and we need it to strengthen us so we can face down evil and 
stop it in its tracks. Tonight's readings explore the power and workings of this peace from God. 

Hymns:  217, 44,406 

HOLY BIBLE 

Isa 45:7-8 
I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all these things. 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and 
let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the Lord have created it. 

John 14:27 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
  
I I Kings 6:8-23 
Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and such 
a place shall be my camp. 

And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place; for 
thither the Syrians are come down. 

And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved 
himself there, not once nor twice. 

Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, and 
said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the king of Israel? 

And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the 
king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. 

And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, 
he is in Dothan. 

Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by night, and compassed 
the city about. 

And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the 
city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? 

And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. 



And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the 
eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about Elisha. 

And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the Lord, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, 
with blindness. And he smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 

And Elisha said unto them, This is not the way, neither is this the city: follow me, and I will bring you to the 
man whom ye seek. But he led them to Samaria. 

And it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that Elisha said, Lord, open the eyes of these 
men, that they may see. And the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they were in the 
midst of Samaria. 

And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, when he saw them, My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite 
them? 

And he answered, Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive 
with thy sword and with thy bow? set bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink, and go to 
their master. 

And he prepared great provision for them: and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and 
they went to their master. So the bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel. 

Mark 2:15 
And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house, many publicans and sinners sat also togeth-
er with Jesus and his disciples: for there were many, and they followed him. 
  
Mark 4:35-41 when 
when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 

And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were 
also with him other little ships. 

And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 

And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, 
Master, carest thou not that we perish? 

And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. 

And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 

And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey him? 

Phil. 4:7-9 
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of 
peace shall be with you. 



Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy 

45:16 only 
Glory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled away the stone from the door of 
human hope and faith, and through the revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath elevated them to 
possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man and his divine Principle, Love. 
  
96:4-20 
Love will finally mark the hour of harmony, and spiritualization will follow, for Love is Spirit. Before error is 
wholly destroyed, there will be interruptions of the general material routine. Earth will become dreary and 
desolate, but summer and winter, seedtime and harvest (though in changed forms), will continue unto the 
end, — until the final spiritualization of all things. “The darkest hour precedes the dawn.” 

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there will be dis-
cord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The breaking up of material beliefs 
may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, sin, sickness, and death, which assume new 
phases until their nothingness appears. These disturbances will continue until the end of error, when all 
discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth. 

288:3-19 
The suppositional warfare between truth and error is only the mental conflict between the evidence of the 
spiritual senses and the testimony of the material senses, and this warfare between the Spirit and flesh 
will settle all questions through faith in and the understanding of divine Love. 

Superstition and understanding can never combine. When the final physical and moral effects of Christian 
Science are fully apprehended, the conflict between truth and error, understanding and belief, Science 
and material sense, foreshadowed by the prophets and inaugurated by Jesus, will cease, and spiritual 
harmony reign. The lightnings and thunderbolts of error may burst and flash till the cloud is cleared and 
the tumult dies away in the distance. Then the raindrops of divinity refresh the earth. As St. Paul says: 
“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God” (of Spirit). 
  
540:5 
In Isaiah we read: “I make peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these things;” but the prophet referred 
to divine law as stirring up the belief in evil to its utmost, when bringing it to the surface and reducing it to 
its common denominator, nothingness. The muddy river-bed must be stirred in order to purify the stream. 
In moral chemicalization, when the symptoms of evil, illusion, are aggravated, we may think in our igno-
rance that the Lord hath wrought an evil; but we ought to know that God’s law uncovers so-called sin and 
its effects, only that Truth may annihilate all sense of evil and all power to sin. 
  
365:31 
 The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace, patience in tribulation, and a price-
less sense of the dear Father’s loving-kindness. 
  
506:10 
Through divine Science, Spirit, God, unites understanding to eternal harmony. The calm and exalted 
thought or spiritual apprehension is at peace. Thus the dawn of ideas goes on, forming each successive 
stage of progress. 
  
96:21-4 
Mortal error will vanish in a moral chemicalization. This mental fermentation has begun, and will continue 
until all errors of belief yield to understanding. Belief is changeable, but spiritual understanding is change-
less. 

As this consummation draws nearer, he who has shaped his course in accordance with divine Science 
will endure to the end. As material knowledge diminishes and spiritual understanding increases, real ob-
jects will be apprehended mentally instead of materially. 



During this final conflict, wicked minds will endeavor to find means by which to accomplish more evil; but 
those who discern Christian Science will hold crime in check. They will aid in the ejection of error. They 
will maintain law and order, and cheerfully await the certainty of ultimate perfection. 
  
329:21 
There is no hypocrisy in Science. Principle is imperative. You cannot mock it by human will. Science is a 
divine demand, not a human. Always right, its divine Principle never repents, but maintains the claim of 
Truth by quenching error. The pardon of divine mercy is the destruction of error. If men understood their 
real spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle for recourse to the spiritual and be at 
peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is plunged, the more intense the opposition to spir-
ituality, till error yields to Truth. 

265:23-24,3-15 
Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? 

Man understands spiritual existence in proportion as his treasures of Truth and Love are enlarged. Mor-
tals must gravitate Godward, their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they must near the broader inter-
pretations of being, and gain some proper sense of the infinite, — in order that sin and mortality may be 
put off. 

This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means suggests man’s absorption into 
Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man enlarged individuality, a wider sphere of thought 
and action, a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent peace. 

252:15-17 (np) 
The false evidence of material sense contrasts strikingly with the testimony of Spirit. Material sense lifts 
its voice with the arrogance of reality and says: 

I am wholly dishonest, and no man knoweth it. I can cheat, lie, commit adultery, rob, murder, and I elude 
detection by smooth-tongued villainy. Animal in propensity, deceitful in sentiment, fraudulent in purpose, I 
mean to make my short span of life one gala day. What a nice thing is sin! How sin succeeds, where the 
good purpose waits! The world is my kingdom. I am enthroned in the gorgeousness of matter. But a 
touch, an accident, the law of God, may at any moment annihilate my peace, for all my fancied joys are 
fatal. Like bursting lava, I expand but to my own despair, and shine with the resplendency of consuming 
fire. 

Spirit, bearing opposite testimony, saith: 

I am Spirit. Man, whose senses are spiritual, is my likeness. He reflects the infinite understanding, for I 
am Infinity. The beauty of holiness, the perfection of being, imperishable glory, — all are Mine, for I am 
God. I give immortality to man, for I am Truth. I include and impart all bliss, for I am Love. I give life, with-
out beginning and without end, for I am Life. I am supreme and give all, for I am Mind. I am the substance 
of all, because I am that I am. 

I hope, dear reader, I am leading you into the understanding of your divine rights, your heaven-bestowed 
harmony, — that, as you read, you see there is no cause (outside of erring, mortal, material sense which 
is not power) able to make you sick or sinful; and I hope that you are conquering this false sense. Know-
ing the falsity of so-called material sense, you can assert your prerogative to overcome the belief in sin, 
disease, or death. 
  
150:4 
To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal Science, instead of a 
phenomenal exhibition. Its appearing is the coming anew of the gospel of “on earth peace, good-will to-
ward men.” This coming, as was promised by the Master, is for its establishment as a permanent dispen-
sation among men; but the mission of Christian Science now, as in the time of its earlier demonstration, is 
not primarily one of physical healing. Now, as then, signs and wonders are wrought in the metaphysical 
healing of physical disease; but these signs are only to demonstrate its divine origin, — to attest the reality 
of the higher mission of the Christ-power to take away the sins of the world. 



516:9-12 
God fashions all things, after His own likeness. Life is reflected in existence, Truth in truthfulness, God in 
goodness, which impart their own peace and permanence. 
  
214:32 
Spirit’s senses are without pain, and they are forever at peace. Nothing can hide from them the harmony 
of all things and the might and permanence of Truth. 

224:4 
As the crude footprints of the past disappear from the dissolving paths of the present, we shall better un-
derstand the Science which governs these changes, and shall plant our feet on firmer ground. Every sen-
suous pleasure or pain is self-destroyed through suffering. There should be painless progress, attended 
by life and peace instead of discord and death. 

323:6 
Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards right-
eousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. Beholding the infinite tasks of truth, we 
pause, — wait on God. Then we push onward, until boundless thought walks enraptured, and conception 
unconfined is winged to reach the divine glory. 

264:20-31 
Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. Matter disappears under the microscope of Spirit. 
Sin is unsustained by Truth, and sickness and death were overcome by Jesus, who proved them to be 
forms of error. Spiritual living and blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can recognize true 
existence and feel the unspeakable peace which comes from an all-absorbing spiritual love. 

When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man’s spiritual being, we shall behold and 
understand God’s creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man. 
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