Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago
Wednesday, June 2, 2016
Subject: Our view of the world — "The wide horizon's grander view"

Political gamesmanship, violence, natural disasters, pollution, climate change— is this the view
we must take of the world around us? John, Paul, and Jesus Christ had a different view of the
world than did most. How did they achieve this higher view? Under what authority? The read-
ings explore how to gain this "wide horizon's grander view."

Hymns: 384, 218, 176

Holy Bible

Gen. 1:3 3-4 God (to :)

God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

And God saw the light, that it was good:

Acts 9:1-22

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,

went unto the high priest,

And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this
way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about
him a light from heaven:

And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me?

And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou perse-
cutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must
do.

And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing
no man.

And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but
they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.



And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord
in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am here, Lord.

And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and
inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,

And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on
him, that he might receive his sight.

Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how much evil he
hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:

And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.

But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

For | will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake.

And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him
said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou
camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy
Ghost.

And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.

And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days
with the disciples which were at Damascus.

And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.
But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which
called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring

them bound unto the chief priests?

But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.



John 8:1-12
Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.

And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto
him; and he sat down, and taught them.

And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when
they had set her in the midst,

They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest
thou?

This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped
down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one,
beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman
standing in the midst.

When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her,
Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do | condemn thee: go, and
sin no more.

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

John 8:1-12
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Rev. 21:1-5,10,23-27
And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea.

And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.



And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all things new. And he said unto
me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of
God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.

And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the
earth do bring their glory and honour into it.

And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.
And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.

And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever wor-
keth abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Num. 14:21 all
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy

255:1-8 (np)

Eternal Truth is changing the universe. As mortals drop off their mental swaddling-
clothes, thought expands into expression. “Let there be light,” is the perpetual demand
of Truth and Love, changing chaos into order and discord into the music of the spheres.
The mythical human theories of creation, anciently classified as the higher criticism,
sprang from cultured scholars in Rome and in Greece, but they afforded no foundation
for accurate views of creation by the divine Mind.

Mortal man has made a covenant with his eyes to belittle Deity with human conceptions.
In league with material sense, mortals take limited views of all things. That God is cor-
poreal or material, no man should affirm.



The human form, or physical finiteness, cannot be made the basis of any true idea of
the infinite Godhead. Eye hath not seen Spirit, nor hath ear heard His voice.

Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must yield to the infinite. Advancing to a
higher plane of action, thought rises from the material sense to the spiritual, from the
scholastic to the inspirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All things are created
spiritually. Mind, not matter, is the creator. Love, the divine Principle, is the Father and
Mother of the universe, including man.

98:4-21

The prophet of to-day beholds in the mental horizon the signs of these times, the reap-
pearance of the Christianity which heals the sick and destroys error, and no other sign
shall be given. Body cannot be saved except through Mind. The Science of Christianity
is misinterpreted by a material age, for it is the healing influence of Spirit (not spirits)
which the material senses cannot comprehend, — which can only be spiritually dis-
cerned. Creeds, doctrines, and human hypotheses do not express Christian Science;
much less can they demonstrate it.

Beyond the frail premises of human beliefs, above the loosening grasp of creeds, the
demonstration of Christian Mind-healing stands a revealed and practical Science. It is
imperious throughout all ages as Christ’s revelation of Truth, of Life, and of Love, which
remains inviolate for every man to understand and to practise.

324:11-26

Therefore “acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace.” Be watchful, sober, and
vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the understanding that God is
the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer sin, sickness, and
death, either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of Spirit, or life
in God.

Paul was not at first a disciple of Jesus but a persecutor of Jesus’ followers. When the

truth first appeared to him in Science, Paul was made blind, and his blindness was felt;
but spiritual light soon enabled him to follow the example and teachings of Jesus, heal-
ing the sick and preaching Christianity throughout Asia Minor, Greece, and even in im-

perial Rome.

326:23

Saul of Tarsus beheld the way — the Christ, or Truth — only when his uncertain sense
of right yielded to a spiritual sense, which is always right. Then the man was changed.
Thought assumed a nobler outlook, and his life became more spiritual. He learned the
wrong that he had done in persecuting Christians, whose religion he had not under-
stood, and in humility he took the new name of Paul. He beheld for the first time the true
idea of Love, and learned a lesson in divine Science.



235:28

Clergymen, occupying the watchtowers of the world, should uplift the standard of Truth.
They should so raise their hearers spiritually, that their listeners will love to grapple with
a new, right idea and broaden their concepts. Love of Christianity, rather than love of
popularity, should stimulate clerical labor and progress. Truth should emanate from the
pulpit, but never be strangled there. A special privilege is vested in the ministry. How
shall it be used? Sacredly, in the interests of humanity, not of sect.

121:17-32

The earth’s diurnal rotation is invisible to the physical eye, and the sun seems to move
from east to west, instead of the earth from west to east. Until rebuked by clearer views
of the everlasting facts, this false testimony of the eye deluded the judgment and in-
duced false conclusions. Science shows appearances often to be erroneous, and cor-
rects these errors by the simple rule that the greater controls the lesser. The sun is the
central stillness, so far as our solar system is concerned, and the earth revolves about
the sun once a year, besides turning daily on its own axis.

As thus indicated, astronomical order imitates the action of divine Principle; and the uni-
verse, the reflection of God, is thus brought nearer the spiritual fact, and is allied to di-
vine Science as displayed in the everlasting government of the universe.

150:4-6,18
To-day the healing power of Truth is widely demonstrated as an immanent, eternal Sci-
ence, instead of a phenomenal exhibition

The science (so-called) of physics would have one believe that both matter and mind
are subject to disease, and that, too, in spite of the individual's protest and contrary to
the law of divine Mind. This human view infringes man’s free moral agency; and it is as
evidently erroneous to the author, and will be to all others at some future day, as the
practically rejected doctrine of the predestination of souls to damnation or salvation. The
doctrine that man’s harmony is governed by physical conditions all his earthly days, and
that he is then thrust out of his own body by the operation of matter, — even the doctrine
of the superiority of matter over Mind, — is fading out.

123:11

The verity of Mind shows conclusively how it is that matter seems to be, but is not. Di-
vine Science, rising above physical theories, excludes matter, resolves things into
thoughts, and replaces the objects of material sense with spiritual ideas.

262:9

We cannot fathom the nature and quality of God’s creation by diving into the shallows of
mortal belief. We must reverse our feeble flutterings — our efforts to find life and truth in
matter — and rise above the testimony of the material senses, above the mortal to the
immortal idea of God. These clearer, higher views inspire the God-like man to reach the
absolute centre and circumference of his being.



362:1-12

It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke’s Gospel that Jesus was once the honored
guest of a certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike Simon the dis-
ciple. While they were at meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if to interrupt the scene
of Oriental festivity. A “strange woman” came in. Heedless of the fact that she was de-
barred from such a place and such society, especially under the stern rules of rabbinical
law, as positively as if she were a Hindoo pariah intruding upon the household of a high-
caste Brahman, this woman (Mary Magdalene, as she has since been called) ap-
proached Jesus.

363:8-7

Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her compas-
sionately. Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were saying in their hearts,
especially his host, — that they were wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted guest
did not at once detect the woman’s immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing this,
Jesus rebuked them with a short story or parable. He described two debtors, one for a
large sum and one for a smaller, who were released from their obligations by their
common creditor. “Which of them will love him most?” was the Master’s question to Si-
mon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, “He to whom he forgave most.” Jesus approved
the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it with that remarkable dec-
laration to the woman, “Thy sins are forgiven.”

Why did he thus summarize her debt to divine Love? Had she repented and reformed,
and did his insight detect this unspoken moral uprising? She bathed his feet with her
tears before she anointed them with the oil. In the absence of other proofs, was her grief
sufficient evidence to warrant the expectation of her repentance, reformation, and
growth in wisdom? Certainly there was encouragement in the mere fact that she was
showing her affection for a man of undoubted goodness and purity, who has since been
rightfully regarded as the best man that ever trod this planet. Her reverence was un-
feigned, and it was manifested towards one who was soon, though they knew it not, to
lay down his mortal existence in behalf of all sinners, that through his word and works
they might be redeemed from sensuality and sin.

476:32-5

Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal
man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God’s own likeness, and
this correct view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is
intact, universal, and that man is pure and holy.

316:12

Jesus represented Christ, the true idea of God. Hence the warfare between this spiritual
idea and perfunctory religion, between spiritual clear-sightedness and the blindness of
popular belief, which led to the conclusion that the spiritual idea could be killed by cruci-
fying the flesh. The Christ-idea, or the Christ-man, rose higher to human view because
of the crucifixion, and thus proved that Truth was the master of death. Christ presents



the indestructible man, whom Spirit creates, constitutes, and governs. Christ illustrates
that blending with God, his divine Principle, which gives man dominion over all the
earth.

458:32-8

Christianity causes men to turn naturally from matter to Spirit, as the flower turns from
darkness to light. Man then appropriates those things which “eye hath not seen nor ear
heard.” Paul and John had a clear apprehension that, as mortal man achieves no world-
ly honors except by sacrifice, so he must gain heavenly riches by forsaking all worldli-
ness. Then he will have nothing in common with the worldling’s affections, motives, and
aims.

575:22-24
As the Psalmist saith, “Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion,
on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.”

576:3

This heavenly city, lighted by the Sun of Righteousness, — this New Jerusalem, this in-
finite All, which to us seems hidden in the mist of remoteness, — reached St. John’s vi-
sion while yet he tabernacled with mortals.

573:3

The Revelator was on our plane of existence, while yet beholding what the eye cannot
see, — that which is invisible to the uninspired thought. This testimony of Holy Writ sus-
tains the fact in Science, that the heavens and earth to one human consciousness, that
consciousness which God bestows, are spiritual, while to another, the unillumined hu-
man mind, the vision is material. This shows unmistakably that what the human mind
terms matter and spirit indicates states and stages of consciousness.

536:1

In the Apocalypse it is written: “And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.” In St. John’s
vision, heaven and earth stand for spiritual ideas, and the sea, as a symbol of tempest-
tossed human concepts advancing and receding, is represented as having passed
away. The divine understanding reigns, is all, and there is no other consciousness.

265:10

This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means suggests man’s
absorption into Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man enlarged individ-
uality, a wider sphere of thought and action, a more expansive love, a higher and more
permanent peace.

215:11-21
Spiritual vision is not subordinate to geometric altitudes. Whatever is governed by God,
is never for an instant deprived of the light and might of intelligence and Life.



We are sometimes led to believe that darkness is as real as light; but Science affirms
darkness to be only a mortal sense of the absence of light, at the coming of which dark-
ness loses the appearance of reality. So sin and sorrow, disease and death, are the
suppositional absence of Life, God, and flee as phantoms of error before truth and love.

66:11

Spiritual development germinates not from seed sown in the soil of material hopes, but
when these decay, Love propagates anew the higher joys of Spirit, which have no taint
of earth. Each successive stage of experience unfolds new views of divine goodness
and love.

414:21

The Scripture declares, “The Lord He is God [good]; there is none else beside Him.”
Even so, harmony is universal, and discord is unreal. Christian Science declares that
Mind is substance, also that matter neither feels, suffers, nor enjoys. Hold these points
strongly in view. Keep in mind the verity of being, — that man is the image and likeness
of God, in whom all being is painless and permanent. Remember that man’s perfection
is real and unimpeachable, whereas imperfection is blameworthy, unreal, and is not
brought about by divine Love.

90:24

The admission to one’s self that man is God’s own likeness sets man free to master the
infinite idea. This conviction shuts the door on death, and opens it wide towards immor-
tality. The understanding and recognition of Spirit must finally come, and we may as well
improve our time in solving the mysteries of being through an apprehension of divine
Principle. At present we know not what man is, but we certainly shall know this when
man reflects God.

264:13

As mortals gain more correct views of God and man, multitudinous objects of creation,
which before were invisible, will become visible. When we realize that Life is Spirit, nev-
er in nor of matter, this understanding will expand into self-completeness, finding all in
God, good, and needing no other consciousness.
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