
 

 

Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago  
Wednesday, April 13, 2016 
Subject: Mankind’s true being 
  
Hymns:  73, 266, 144 
 
HOLY BIBLE 
Gen. 1:31 God (to 1st.) 
God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.   
 
Gen. 2:6,7 
But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. 
 
And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 
 
Gen. 3:1-6,19 
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had 
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden? 
 
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 
 
But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
 
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 
 
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
 
And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to 
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 
 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
 
John 8:1,2,28-34,43,44,47(to:),51-59 
Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 
 
And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto 
him; and he sat down, and taught them. 



 

 

Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know 
that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak 
these things. 
 
And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those 
things that please him. 
 
As he spake these words, many believed on him. 
 
Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then 
are ye my disciples indeed; 
 
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
 
They answered him, We be Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any man: 
how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 
 
Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the 
servant of sin. 
 
Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 
 
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 
 
 He that is of God heareth God’s words: 
 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. 
 
Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, 
and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of 
death. 
 
Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: 
whom makest thou thyself? 
 
Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth 
me; of whom ye say, that he is your God: 
 
Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall 
be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 
 
Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. 
 



 

 

Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abra-
ham? 
 
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 
 
Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the tem-
ple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 
 
Mark 1:21-28 
And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the 
synagogue, and taught. 
 
And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, 
and not as the scribes. 
 
And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 
 
Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou 
come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 
 
And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 
 
And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of 
him. 
 
And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, 
What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even 
the unclean spirits, and they do obey him. 
 
And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee. 
 
I Cor. 15:45-49,57 
And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit. 
 
Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that 
which is spiritual. 
 
The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 
 
As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are 
they also that are heavenly. 
 
And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly. 
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy 
 
263:4 
The creations of mortal mind are material. Immortal spiritual man alone represents the 
truth of creation. 
  
300:1 
Human logic is awry when it attempts to draw correct spiritual conclusions regarding life 
from matter. Finite sense has no true appreciation of infinite Principle, God, or of His in-
finite image or reflection, man. The mirage, which makes trees and cities seem to be 
where they are not, illustrates the illusion of material man, who cannot be the image of 
God. 
  
345:21-13 
Anybody, who is able to perceive the incongruity between God’s idea and poor human-
ity, ought to be able to discern the distinction (made by Christian Science) between 
God’s man, made in His image, and the sinning race of Adam. 
 
The apostle says: “For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he 
deceiveth himself.” This thought of human, material nothingness, which Science incul-
cates, enrages the carnal mind and is the main cause of the carnal mind’s antagonism. 
 
It is not the purpose of Christian Science to “educate the idea of God, or treat it for dis-
ease,” as is alleged by one critic. I regret that such criticism confounds man with Adam. 
When man is spoken of as made in God’s image, it is not sinful and sickly mortal man 
who is referred to, but the ideal man, reflecting God’s likeness. 
 
It is sometimes said that Christian Science teaches the nothingness of sin, sickness, 
and death, and then teaches how this nothingness is to be saved and healed. The noth-
ingness of nothing is plain; but we need to understand that error is nothing, and that its 
nothingness is not saved, but must be demonstrated in order to prove the something-
ness — yea, the allness — of Truth. 
 
292:19-2  
Explaining the origin of material man and mortal mind, Jesus said: “Why do ye not un-
derstand my speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father, the 
devil [evil], and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the begin-
ning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” 
 
This carnal material mentality, misnamed mind, is mortal. Therefore man would be an-
nihilated, were it not for the spiritual real man’s indissoluble connection with his God, 
which Jesus brought to light. In his resurrection and ascension, Jesus showed that a 
mortal man is not the real essence of manhood, and that this unreal material mortality 
disappears in presence of the reality. 
 



 

 

313:23-9 
Jesus of Nazareth was the most scientific man that ever trod the globe. He plunged be-
neath the material surface of things, and found the spiritual cause. To accommodate 
himself to immature ideas of spiritual power, — for spirituality was possessed only in a 
limited degree even by his disciples, — Jesus called the body, which by spiritual power 
he raised from the grave, “flesh and bones.” To show that the substance of himself was 
Spirit and the body no more perfect because of death and no less material until the as-
cension (his further spiritual exaltation), Jesus waited until the mortal or fleshly sense 
had relinquished the belief of substance-matter, and spiritual sense had quenched all 
earthly yearnings. Thus he found the eternal Ego, and proved that he and the Father 
were inseparable as God and His reflection or spiritual man. Our Master gained the so-
lution of being, demonstrating the existence of but one Mind without a second or equal. 
  
356:17-16 
There is neither a present nor an eternal copartnership between error and Truth, be-
tween flesh and Spirit. God is as incapable of producing sin, sickness, and death as He 
is of experiencing these errors. How then is it possible for Him to create man subject to 
this triad of errors, — man who is made in the divine likeness? 
 
Does God create a material man out of Himself, Spirit? Does evil proceed from good? 
Does divine Love commit a fraud on humanity by making man inclined to sin, and then 
punishing him for it? Would any one call it wise and good to create the primitive, and 
then punish its derivative? 
 
Does subsequent follow its antecedent? It does. Was there original self-creative sin? 
Then there must have been more than one creator, more than one God. In common jus-
tice, we must admit that God will not punish man for doing what He created man capa-
ble of doing, and knew from the outset that man would do. God is “of purer eyes than to 
behold evil.” We sustain Truth, not by accepting, but by rejecting a lie. 
 
Jesus said of personified evil, that it was “a liar, and the father of it.” Truth creates nei-
ther a lie, a capacity to lie, nor a liar. If mankind would relinquish the belief that God 
makes sickness, sin, and death, or makes man capable of suffering on account of this 
malevolent triad, the foundations of error would be sapped and error’s destruction en-
sured; but if we theoretically endow mortals with the creativeness and authority of Deity, 
how dare we attempt to destroy what He hath made, or even to deny that God made 
man evil and made evil good? 
 
91:16-20 (next page) 
Absorbed in material selfhood we discern and reflect but faintly the substance of Life or 
Mind. The denial of material selfhood aids the discernment of man’s spiritual and eternal 
individuality, and destroys the erroneous knowledge gained from matter or through what 
are termed the material senses. 
 
Certain erroneous postulates should be here considered in order that the spiritual facts 
may be better apprehended. 



 

 

 
The first erroneous postulate of belief is, that substance, life, and intelligence are some-
thing apart from God. 
 
The second erroneous postulate is, that man is both mental and material. 
 
The third erroneous postulate is, that mind is both evil and good; whereas the real Mind 
cannot be evil nor the medium of evil, for Mind is God. 
 
The fourth erroneous postulate is, that matter is intelligent, and that man has a material 
body which is part of himself. 
 
The fifth erroneous postulate is, that matter holds in itself the issues of life and death, —
 that matter is not only capable of experiencing pleasure and pain, but also capable of 
imparting these sensations. From the illusion implied in this last postulate arises the de-
composition of mortal bodies in what is termed death. 
 
Mind is not an entity within the cranium with the power of sinning now and forever. 
 
In old Scriptural pictures we see a serpent coiled around the tree of knowledge and 
speaking to Adam and Eve. This represents the serpent in the act of commending to our 
first parents the knowledge of good and evil, a knowledge gained from matter, or evil, 
instead of from Spirit. The portrayal is still graphically accurate, for the common concep-
tion of mortal man — a burlesque of God’s man — is an outgrowth of human knowledge 
or sensuality, a mere offshoot of material sense. 
 
543:8 
In divine Science, the material man is shut out from the presence of God. The five cor-
poreal senses cannot take cognizance of Spirit. They cannot come into His presence, 
and must dwell in dreamland, until mortals arrive at the understanding that material life, 
with all its sin, sickness, and death, is an illusion, against which divine Science is en-
gaged in a warfare of extermination. The great verities of existence are never excluded 
by falsity. 
 
250:6 
Mortal existence is a dream; mortal existence has no real entity, but saith “It is I.” Spirit 
is the Ego which never dreams, but understands all things; which never errs, and is ever 
conscious; which never believes, but knows; which is never born and never dies. Spiri-
tual man is the likeness of this Ego. Man is not God, but like a ray of light which comes 
from the sun, man, the outcome of God, reflects God. 
 
283:4-31 
Mind is the source of all movement, and there is no inertia to retard or check its perpet-
ual and harmonious action. Mind is the same Life, Love, and wisdom “yesterday, and to-
day, and forever.” Matter and its effects — sin, sickness, and death — are states of mor-
tal mind which act, react, and then come to a stop. They are not facts of Mind. They are 



 

 

not ideas, but illusions. Principle is absolute. It admits of no error, but rests upon under-
standing. 
 
But what say prevalent theories? They insist that Life, or God, is one and the same with 
material life so-called. They speak of both Truth and error as mind, and of good and evil 
as spirit. They claim that to be life which is but the objective state of material sense, — 
such as the structural life of the tree and of material man, — and deem this the manifes-
tation of the one Life, God. 
 
This false belief as to what really constitutes life so detracts from God’s character and 
nature, that the true sense of His power is lost to all who cling to this falsity. The divine 
Principle, or Life, cannot be practically demonstrated in length of days, as it was by the 
patriarchs, unless its Science be accurately stated. We must receive the divine Principle 
in the understanding, and live it in daily life; and unless we so do, we can no more dem-
onstrate Science, than we can teach and illustrate geometry by calling a curve a straight 
line or a straight line a sphere. 
 
90:24 
The admission to one’s self that man is God’s own likeness sets man free to master the 
infinite idea. This conviction shuts the door on death, and opens it wide towards immor-
tality. The understanding and recognition of Spirit must finally come, and we may as 
well improve our time in solving the mysteries of being through an apprehension of di-
vine Principle. At present we know not what man is, but we certainly shall know this 
when man reflects God. 
 
258:31 
Through spiritual sense you can discern the heart of divinity, and thus begin to compre-
hend in Science the generic term man. Man is not absorbed in Deity, and man cannot 
lose his individuality, for he reflects eternal Life; nor is he an isolated, solitary idea, for 
he represents infinite Mind, the sum of all substance. 
 
491:7 
Material man is made up of involuntary and voluntary error, of a negative right and a 
positive wrong, the latter calling itself right. Man’s spiritual individuality is never wrong. It 
is the likeness of man’s Maker. Matter cannot connect mortals with the true origin and 
facts of being, in which all must end. It is only by acknowledging the supremacy of 
Spirit, which annuls the claims of matter, that mortals can lay off mortality and find the 
indissoluble spiritual link which establishes man forever in the divine likeness, insepara-
ble from his creator. 
 
 
 
471:6-21 
The unlikeness of Truth, — named error, — the opposite of Science, and the evidence 
before the five corporeal senses, afford no indication of the grand facts of being; even 
as these so-called senses receive no intimation of the earth’s motions or of the science 



 

 

of astronomy, but yield assent to astronomical propositions on the authority of natural 
science. 
 
The facts of divine Science should be admitted, — although the evidence as to these 
facts is not supported by evil, by matter, or by material sense, — because the evidence 
that God and man coexist is fully sustained by spiritual sense. Man is, and forever has 
been, God’s reflection. God is infinite, therefore ever present, and there is no other 
power nor presence. Hence the spirituality of the universe is the only fact of creation. 
“Let God be true, but every [material] man a liar.” 
 
70:1-9,12-13 
Mortal existence is an enigma. Every day is a mystery. The testimony of the corporeal 
senses cannot inform us what is real and what is delusive, but the revelations of Chris-
tian Science unlock the treasures of Truth. Whatever is false or sinful can never enter 
the atmosphere of Spirit. There is but one Spirit. Man is never God, but spiritual man, 
made in God’s likeness, reflects God. In this scientific reflection the Ego and the Father 
are inseparable.  
 
The divine Mind maintains all identities, from a blade of grass to a star, as distinct and 
eternal. 
 
301:5-16 
Few persons comprehend what Christian Science means by the word reflection. To 
himself, mortal and material man seems to be substance, but his sense of substance 
involves error and therefore is material, temporal. 
 
On the other hand, the immortal, spiritual man is really substantial, and reflects the 
eternal substance, or Spirit, which mortals hope for. He reflects the divine, which consti-
tutes the only real and eternal entity. This reflection seems to mortal sense transcen-
dental, because the spiritual man’s substantiality transcends mortal vision and is re-
vealed only through divine Science. 
 
468: 8-15 
Question. — What is the scientific statement of being? 
 
Answer. — There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter. All is infinite Mind 
and its infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is immortal Truth; matter is mor-
tal error. Spirit is the real and eternal; matter is the unreal and temporal. Spirit is God, 
and man is His image and likeness. Therefore man is not material; he is spiritual. 
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