
 

 

Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago  
Wednesday, April 13, 2016 
Subject: Ideas 
 
 "Could the substance of man and the universe be found in the realm of IDEAS? What 
would the nature of such ideas be like?" 
  
Hymns:  461(Supplement), 153, 267 
 
HOLY BIBLE 
 
Gen. 1:1-3,10,20,24,26-28 (to:), 29-31 (to 1st .) 
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
 
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
 
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.  
 
And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he 
Seas: and God saw that it was good.  
 
And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, 
and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.  
 
And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and 
creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  
 
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have do-
minion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them. 
 
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it: 
 
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to 
you it shall be for meat. 
 
And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: 
and it was so. 



 

 

 
And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 
 
Gen. 2:1 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
 
Heb. 11:1-3 
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
 
For by it the elders obtained a good report. 
 
Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. 
 
I John 5:18, 19 (to ,), 20 
We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God 
keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 
 
And we know that we are of God,   
 
And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we 
may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God, and eternal life. 
 
Luke 7:1,6 (to 1st .),11-17 
Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the people, he entered into 
Capernaum.   
 
Then Jesus went with them.  
 
And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his 
disciples went with him, and much people. 
 
Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried 
out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was 
with her. 
 
And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 
 
And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, 
Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. 
 
And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 
 
And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is 
risen up among us; and, That God hath visited his people. 



 

 

 
And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judæa, and throughout all the region 
round about. 
 
Ps. 139:14,17,18 
I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and 
that my soul knoweth right well.   
 
How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! 
 
If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still 
with thee. 
  
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, By Mary Baker Eddy 
 
468:16-24 
Question. — What is substance? 
 
Answer. — Substance is that which is eternal and incapable of discord and decay. 
Truth, Life, and Love are substance, as the Scriptures use this word in Hebrews: “The 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Spirit, the synonym of 
Mind, Soul, or God, is the only real substance. The spiritual universe, including individ-
ual man, is a compound idea, reflecting the divine substance of Spirit. 
 
591:5 
Man. The compound idea of infinite Spirit; the spiritual image and likeness of God; the 
full representation of Mind. 
 
585:5-8 
Earth. A sphere; a type of eternity and immortality, which are likewise without begin-
ning or end. 
 
To material sense, earth is matter; to spiritual sense, it is a compound idea. 
  
209:16-30 
The compounded minerals or aggregated substances composing the earth, the rela-
tions which constituent masses hold to each other, the magnitudes, distances, and 
revolutions of the celestial bodies, are of no real importance, when we remember that 
they all must give place to the spiritual fact by the translation of man and the universe 
back into Spirit. In proportion as this is done, man and the universe will be found har-
monious and eternal. 
 
Material substances or mundane formations, astronomical calculations, and all the 
paraphernalia of speculative theories, based on the hypothesis of material law or life 
and intelligence resident in matter, will ultimately vanish, swallowed up in the infinite 
calculus of Spirit. 



 

 

 
475:5-22 
Question. — What is man? 
 
Answer. — Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones, and other mate-
rial elements. The Scriptures inform us that man is made in the image and likeness of 
God. Matter is not that likeness. The likeness of Spirit cannot be so unlike Spirit. Man is 
spiritual and perfect; and because he is spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood 
in Christian Science. Man is idea, the image, of Love; he is not physique. He is the 
compound idea of God, including all right ideas; the generic term for all that reflects 
God’s image and likeness; the conscious identity of being as found in Science, in which 
man is the reflection of God, or Mind, and therefore is eternal; that which has no sepa-
rate mind from God; that which has not a single quality underived from Deity; that which 
possesses no life, intelligence, nor creative power of his own, but reflects spiritually all 
that belongs to his Maker. 
 
507:15-8 
The universe of Spirit reflects the creative power of the divine Principle, or Life, which 
reproduces the multitudinous forms of Mind and governs the multiplication of the com-
pound idea man. The tree and herb do not yield fruit because of any propagating power 
of their own, but because they reflect the Mind which includes all. A material world im-
plies a mortal mind and man a creator. The scientific divine creation declares immortal 
Mind and the universe created by God. 
 
Infinite Mind creates and governs all, from the mental molecule to infinity. This divine 
Principle of all expresses Science and art throughout His creation, and the immortality 
of man and the universe. Creation is ever appearing, and must ever continue to appear 
from the nature of its inexhaustible source. Mortal sense inverts this appearing and calls 
ideas material. Thus misinterpreted, the divine idea seems to fall to the level of a human 
or material belief, called mortal man. But the seed is in itself, only as the divine Mind is 
All and reproduces all — as Mind is the multiplier, and Mind’s infinite idea, man and the 
universe, is the product. The only intelligence or substance of a thought, a seed, or a 
flower is God, the creator of it. Mind is the Soul of all. Mind is Life, Truth, and Love 
which governs all. 
 
587:5 
God. The great I am; the all-knowing, all-seeing, all-acting, all-wise, all-loving, and 
eternal; Principle; Mind; Soul; Spirit; Life; Truth; Love; all substance; intelligence. 
 
302:31-20 
Even in Christian Science, reproduction by Spirit’s individual ideas is but the reflection 
of the creative power of the divine Principle of those ideas. The reflection, through men-
tal manifestation, of the multitudinous forms of Mind which people the realm of the real 
is controlled by Mind, the Principle governing the reflection. Multiplication of God’s chil-
dren comes from no power of propagation in matter, it is the reflection of Spirit. 
 



 

 

The minutiæ of lesser individualities reflect the one divine individuality and are compre-
hended in and formed by Spirit, not by material sensation. Whatever reflects Mind, Life, 
Truth, and Love, is spiritually conceived and brought forth; but the statement that man is 
conceived and evolved both spiritually and materially, or by both God and man, contra-
dicts this eternal truth. All the vanity of the ages can never make both these contraries 
true. Divine Science lays the axe at the root of the illusion that life, or mind, is formed by 
or is in the material body, and Science will eventually destroy this illusion through the 
self-destruction of all error and the beatified understanding of the Science of Life. 
  
475:23-32 (to next page) 
And God said: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” 
 
Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death. The real man cannot depart from holiness, 
nor can God, by whom man is evolved, engender the capacity or freedom to sin. A mor-
tal sinner is not God’s man. Mortals are the counterfeits of immortals. They are the chil-
dren of the wicked one, or the one evil, which declares that man begins in dust or as a 
material embryo. In divine Science, God and the real man are inseparable as divine 
Principle and idea. 
 
Error, urged to its final limits, is self-destroyed. Error will cease to claim that soul is in 
body, that life and intelligence are in matter, and that this matter is man. God is the 
Principle of man, and man is the idea of God. Hence man is not mortal nor material. 
Mortals will disappear, and immortals, or the children of God, will appear as the only 
and eternal verities of man. Mortals are not fallen children of God. They never had a 
perfect state of being, which may subsequently be regained. They were, from the be-
ginning of mortal history, “conceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity.” Mortality is fi-
nally swallowed up in immortality. Sin, sickness, and death must disappear to give place 
to the facts which belong to immortal man. 
 
Learn this, O mortal, and earnestly seek the spiritual status of man, which is outside of 
all material selfhood. Remember that the Scriptures say of mortal man: “As for man, his 
days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over 
it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.” 
 
When speaking of God’s children, not the children of men, Jesus said, “The kingdom of 
God is within you;” that is, Truth and Love reign in the real man, showing that man in 
God’s image is unfallen and eternal. 
 
 
 
263:32-27 
The fading forms of matter, the mortal body and material earth, are the fleeting concepts 
of the human mind. They have their day before the permanent facts and their perfection 
in Spirit appear. The crude creations of mortal thought must finally give place to the glo-



 

 

rious forms which we sometimes behold in the camera of divine Mind, when the mental 
picture is spiritual and eternal. Mortals must look beyond fading, finite forms, if they 
would gain the true sense of things. Where shall the gaze rest but in the unsearchable 
realm of Mind? We must look where we would walk, and we must act as possessing all 
power from Him in whom we have our being. 
 
As mortals gain more correct views of God and man, multitudinous objects of creation, 
which before were invisible, will become visible. When we realize that Life is Spirit, 
never in nor of matter, this understanding will expand into self-completeness, finding all 
in God, good, and needing no other consciousness. 
 
Spirit and its formations are the only realities of being. Matter disappears under the mi-
croscope of Spirit. Sin is unsustained by Truth, and sickness and death were overcome 
by Jesus, who proved them to be forms of error. Spiritual living and blessedness are the 
only evidences, by which we can recognize true existence and feel the unspeakable 
peace which comes from an all-absorbing spiritual love. 
 
476:32-17 
Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal 
man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God’s own likeness, and 
this correct view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is 
intact, universal, and that man is pure and holy. Man is not a material habitation for 
Soul; he is himself spiritual. Soul, being Spirit, is seen in nothing imperfect nor material. 
 
Whatever is material is mortal. To the five corporeal senses, man appears to be matter 
and mind united; but Christian Science reveals man as the idea of God, and declares 
the corporeal senses to be mortal and erring illusions. Divine Science shows it to be im-
possible that a material body, though interwoven with matter’s highest stratum, mis-
named mind, should be man, — the genuine and perfect man, the immortal idea of be-
ing, indestructible and eternal. 
 
477:20 Identity 
Identity is the reflection of Spirit, the reflection in multifarious forms of the living Princi-
ple, Love. Soul is the substance, Life, and intelligence of man, which is individualized, 
but not in matter. Soul can never reflect anything inferior to Spirit. 
 
 Identity is the reflection of Spirit, the reflection in multifarious forms of the living Princi-
ple, Love. Soul is the substance, Life, and intelligence of man, which is individualized, 
but not in matter. Soul can never reflect anything inferior to Spirit. 
 
From Concord Express - A Christian Science Study Resource: The King James 
Version of the Bible and Mary Baker Eddy's published writings 


