Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist — Chicago
Wednesday, February 10, 2016
Subject: Scientific Being

Hymns: 221, 453,52

Tonight’s readings on Scientific Being are based on this citation from the Christian Science
textbook, Science and Health, with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, “The Christlike
understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect Principle and idea, —
perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and demonstration.” What is scientific
being? How can we gain a better understanding of it? Why is it the basis of healing, of thought
and demonstration? We’ll be exploring these questions in tonight’s readings.

Part One — Scientific being

John 1:1, 3-5 (to,) NKJV

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things
were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life,
and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness,

Prov. 4: 1, 5-7 NKJV

Hear, my children, the instruction of a father,

And give attention to know understanding;

Get wisdom! Get understanding!

Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth.
Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you;

Love her, and she will keep you.

Wisdom is the principal thing;

Therefore get wisdom.

And in all your getting, get understanding.

SH 128:4-6
The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and to His government of
the universe, inclusive of man.

SH 207:27-31

The spiritual reality is the scientific fact in all things. The spiritual fact, repeated in the action of
man and the whole universe, is harmonious and is the ideal of Truth. Spiritual facts are not
inverted; the opposite discord, which bears no resemblance to spirituality, is not real.

SH 492:3-11

For right reasoning there should be but one fact before the thought, namely, spiritual existence.
In reality there is no other existence, since Life cannot be united to its unlikeness, mortality.
Being is holiness, harmony, immortality. It is already proved that a knowledge of this, even in
small degree, will uplift the physical and moral standard of mortals, will increase longevity, will
purify and elevate character.



SH 494:15 Jesus

Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as well as the infinite ability of Spirit, thus
helping erring human sense to flee from its own convictions and seek safety in divine Science.
Reason, rightly directed, serves to correct the errors of corporeal sense; but sin, sickness, and
death will seem real (even as the experiences of the sleeping dream seem real) until the Science
of man’s eternal harmony breaks their illusion with the unbroken reality of scientific being.

SH 331:26 Life

Life, Truth, and Love constitute the triune Person called God, — that is, the triply divine
Principle, Love. They represent a trinity in unity, three in one, — the same in essence, though
multi-form in office: God the Father-Mother; Christ the spiritual idea of sonship; divine Science
or the Holy Comforter. These three express in divine Science the threefold, essential nature of
the infinite. They also indicate the divine Principle of scientific being, the intelligent relation of
God to man and the universe.

Part Two — Perfect Principle and idea

Gen. 1:26, 27 (to ;) NKJV

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created him;

Matt. 5:48 NIV
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

SH 470:21

God is the creator of man, and, the divine Principle of man remaining perfect, the divine idea or
reflection, man, remains perfect. Man is the expression of God’s being. If there ever was a
moment when man did not express the divine perfection, then there was a moment when man did
not express God, and consequently a time when Deity was unexpressed — that is, without entity.
If man has lost perfection, then he has lost his perfect Principle, the divine Mind. If man ever
existed without this perfect Principle or Mind, then man’s existence was a myth.

SH 475:11-13
Man is spiritual and perfect; and because he is spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood in
Christian Science.

SH 336:16
Immortal man is not and never was material, but always spiritual and eternal.

SH 200:16

The great truth in the Science of being, that the real man was, is, and ever shall be perfect, is
incontrovertible; for if man is the image, reflection, of God, he is neither inverted nor subverted,
but upright and Godlike.



SH 151:23-24, 26

The divine Mind that made man maintains His own image and likeness. All that really exists is
the divine Mind and its idea, and in this Mind the entire being is found harmonious and eternal.
The straight and narrow way is to see and acknowledge this fact, yield to this power, and follow
the leadings of truth.

SH 325:13

When spiritual being is understood in all its perfection, continuity, and might, then shall man be
found in God’s image. The absolute meaning of the apostolic words is this: Then shall man be
found, in His likeness, perfect as the Father, indestructible in Life, “hid with Christ in God,” —
with Truth in divine Love, where human sense hath not seen man.

Part Three — The basis of thought and demonstration

John 5:1Jesus, 2 — 9 (to 1%.), 14 (to 1*")), 15, 16 the, 17 — 19 NKJV

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called
in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind,
lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain time
into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the
water, was made well of whatever disease he had. Now a certain man was there who had an
infirmity thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been
in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made well?”

The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is
stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.”

Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” And immediately the man was made well,
took up his bed, and walked.

Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you have been made well.”
The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.

the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He had done these things on the
Sabbath.

But Jesus answered them, “My Father has been working until now, and I have been working.”
“Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father
do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.

IT Cor. 9:8 NKJV
And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in
all things, may have an abundance for every good work.

SH 476:32

Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man appears
to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God’s own likeness, and this correct view of man
healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is intact, universal, and that man is
pure and holy.

SH 492:3

For right reasoning there should be but one fact before the thought, namely, spiritual existence.



In reality there is no other existence, since Life cannot be united to its unlikeness, mortality.

SH 286:12
Physical causation was put aside from first to last by this original man, Jesus. He knew that the
divine Principle, Love, creates and governs all that is real.

SH 297:16
The only fact concerning any material concept is, that it is neither scientific nor eternal, but
subject to change and dissolution.

SH 302:14 let

let us remember that harmonious and immortal man has existed forever, and is always beyond
and above the mortal illusion of any life, substance, and intelligence as existent in matter. This
statement is based on fact, not fable. The Science of being reveals man as perfect, even as the
Father is perfect, because the Soul, or Mind, of the spiritual man is God, the divine Principle of
all being, and because this real man is governed by Soul instead of sense, by the law of Spirit,
not by the so-called laws of matter.

SH 123:27
The operation of this Principle indicates the eternality of the scientific order and continuity of
being.

SH 259:11-14
The Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect Principle
and idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and demonstration.



