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Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

¶ For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he
is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy
and dark day. And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them
upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high
mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel. I will feed
my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD. I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will
bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick:

And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them,

VERILY, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own sheep
by name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.
And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they
understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the
sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be
saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. ... And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath
established all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is his son’s name, if thou canst tell?

And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull. And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh:
but he received it not. And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take. And it was the
third hour, and they crucified him. And the superscription of his accusation was written over, THE KING OF THE JEWS. And with him they crucify
two thieves; the one on his right hand, and the other on his left. And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the
transgressors. And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three
days, Save thyself, and come down from the cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others;
himself he cannot save. Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him
reviled him. And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.

Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great.

Vision opening

The present
immortality

Life is real, and death is the illusion. A demonstration of the facts of Soul in Jesus’ way resolves the dark visions of material sense
into harmony and immortality.

The great spiritual fact must be brought out that man is, not shall be, perfect and immortal. We must hold forever the consciousness
of existence, and sooner or later, through Christ and Christian Science, we must master sin and death. The evidence of man’s
immortality will become more apparent, as material beliefs are given up and the immortal facts of being are admitted.

The Scriptures say, “In Him we live, and move, and have our being.” What then is this seeming power, independent of God, which causes disease and 

http://www.concordworks.com/citation/I%20Thes%205:21
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/Ezek.%2034:11-16%20(to%20:),%2023%20(to%202nd%20,)
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/John%2010:1-9,%2016
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/Prov%2030:4
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/Mark%2015:22-33
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/Ps.%2018:35
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/428:3-6,%2022
http://www.concordworks.com/citation/208:5


182:5

208:17-4

192:11-31

209:5-14

231:20

417:10

258:1-3

576:31-4

Seemingly
independent authority

cures it? What is it but an error of belief, — a law of mortal mind, wrong in every sense, embracing sin, sickness, and death? It is
the very antipode of immortal Mind, of Truth, and of spiritual law. It is not in accordance with the goodness of God’s character that
He should make man sick, then leave man to heal himself; it is absurd to suppose that matter can both cause and cure disease, or
that Spirit, God, produces disease and leaves the remedy to matter.

Physiology or SpiritThe demands of God appeal to thought only; but the claims of mortality, and what are termed laws of nature, appertain to matter.
Which, then, are we to accept as legitimate and capable of producing the highest human good? We cannot obey both physiology
and Spirit, for one absolutely destroys the other, and one or the other must be supreme in the affections. It is impossible to work from two standpoints.
If we attempt it, we shall presently “hold to the one, and despise the other.”

Sickness as only
thought

John Young of Edinburgh writes: “God is the father of mind, and of nothing else.” Such an utterance is “the voice of one crying in the wilderness” of
human beliefs and preparing the way of Science. Let us learn of the real and eternal, and prepare for the reign of Spirit, the kingdom of heaven, — the
reign and rule of universal harmony, which cannot be lost nor remain forever unseen.

Mind, not matter, is causation. A material body only expresses a material and mortal mind. A mortal man possesses this body, and
he makes it harmonious or discordant according to the images of thought impressed upon it. You embrace your body in your
thought, and you should delineate upon it thoughts of health, not of sickness. You should banish all thoughts of disease and sin and
of other beliefs included in matter. Man, being immortal, has a perfect indestructible life. It is the mortal belief which makes the body discordant and
diseased in proportion as ignorance, fear, or human will governs mortals.

Human power a blind
force

The one real power

Erring power is a material belief, a blind miscalled force, the offspring of will and not of wisdom, of the mortal mind and not of the
immortal. It is the headlong cataract, the devouring flame, the tempest’s breath. It is lightning and hurricane, all that is selfish, 
wicked, dishonest, and impure.

Moral and spiritual might belong to Spirit, who holds the “wind in His fists;” and this teaching accords with Science and harmony.
In Science, you can have no power opposed to God, and the physical senses must give up their false testimony. Your influence for
good depends upon the weight you throw into the right scale. The good you do and embody gives you the only power obtainable. Evil is not power. It
is a mockery of strength, which erelong betrays its weakness and falls, never to rise.

We walk in the footsteps of Truth and Love by following the example of our Master in the understanding of divine metaphysics. Christianity is the
basis of true healing. Whatever holds human thought in line with unselfed love, receives directly the divine power.

Allness of TruthMind, supreme over all its formations and governing them all, is the central sun of its own systems of ideas, the life and light of all
its own vast creation; and man is tributary to divine Mind. The material and mortal body or mind is not the man.

The world would collapse without Mind, without the intelligence which holds the winds in its grasp. Neither philosophy nor skepticism can hinder the
march of the Science which reveals the supremacy of Mind. The immanent sense of Mind-power enhances the glory of Mind.

Superiority to
sickness and sin

To hold yourself superior to sin, because God made you superior to it and governs man, is true wisdom. To fear sin is to
misunderstand the power of Love and the divine Science of being in man’s relation to God, — to doubt His government and 
distrust His omnipotent care. To hold yourself superior to sickness and death is equally wise, and is in accordance with divine
Science. To fear them is impossible, when you fully apprehend God and know that they are no part of His creation.

Maintain the facts of Christian Science, — that Spirit is God, and therefore cannot be sick; that what is termed matter cannot be sick; that all causation
is Mind, acting through spiritual law. Then hold your ground with the unshaken understanding of Truth and Love, and you will win. When you silence
the witness against your plea, you destroy the evidence, for the disease disappears. The evidence before the corporeal senses is not the Science of
immortal man.

Infinite physique
impossible

A mortal, corporeal, or finite conception of God cannot embrace the glories of limitless, incorporeal Life and Love.

This human sense of Deity yields to the divine sense, even as the material sense of personality yields to the incorporeal sense of God and man as the
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infinite Principle and infinite idea, — as one Father with His universal family, held in the gospel of Love.

The Scripture declares, “The Lord He is God [good]; there is none else beside Him.” Even so, harmony is universal, and discord is unreal. Christian
Science declares that Mind is substance, also that matter neither feels, suffers, nor enjoys. Hold these points strongly in view. Keep in mind the verity
of being, — that man is the image and likeness of God, in whom all being is painless and permanent. Remember that man’s perfection is real and
unimpeachable, whereas imperfection is blameworthy, unreal, and is not brought about by divine Love.

The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in Science; and Science knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but
holds the divine order or spiritual law, in which God and all that He creates are perfect and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its eternal history.
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