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And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

NOW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying,
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. ... When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy.

PRAISE ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the heights. Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. Praise
ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light. Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens. Let them praise
the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created.

IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

JESUS went unto the mount of Olives. And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down,
and taught them. And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, They say unto
him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest
thou? This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though
he heard them not. So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a
stone at her. And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one
by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had lifted up himself,
and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And
Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

¶ Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
life.

STAND fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto
you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole
law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the
hope of righteousness by faith.

¶ And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging: ... And Jesus said unto him, Receive
thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee. And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it,
gave praise unto God.

¶ I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: That they may know from the
rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else.
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The relations of God and man, divine Principle and idea, are indestructible in Science; and Science knows no lapse from nor return to harmony, but
holds the divine order or spiritual law, in which God and all that He creates are perfect and eternal, to have remained unchanged in its eternal history.

Certain contradictionsThe definitions of material law, as given by natural science, represent a kingdom necessarily divided against itself, because these
definitions portray law as physical, not spiritual. Therefore they contradict the divine decrees and violate the law of Love, in which
nature and God are one and the natural order of heaven comes down to earth.

The Mind creative

Superior law of Soul

We must not attribute more and more intelligence to matter, but less and less, if we would be wise and healthy. The divine Mind,
which forms the bud and blossom, will care for the human body, even as it clothes the lily; but let no mortal interfere with God’s
government by thrusting in the laws of erring, human concepts.

The higher nature of man is not governed by the lower; if it were, the order of wisdom would be reversed. Our false views of life
hide eternal harmony, and produce the ills of which we complain. Because mortals believe in material laws and reject the Science
of Mind, this does not make materiality first and the superior law of Soul last.

God and nature

The sun and Soul

Reversal of testimony

In one sense God is identical with nature, but this nature is spiritual and is not expressed in matter. The lawgiver, whose lightning
palsies or prostrates in death the child at prayer, is not the divine ideal of omnipresent Love. God is natural good, and is
represented only by the idea of goodness; while evil should be regarded as unnatural, because it is opposed to the nature of Spirit, God.

In viewing the sunrise, one finds that it contradicts the evidence before the senses to believe that the earth is in motion and the sun
at rest. As astronomy reverses the human perception of the movement of the solar system, so Christian Science reverses the
seeming relation of Soul and body and makes body tributary to Mind. Thus it is with man, who is but the humble servant of the restful Mind, though
it seems otherwise to finite sense. But we shall never understand this while we admit that soul is in body or mind in matter, and that man is included
in non-intelligence. Soul, or Spirit, is God, unchangeable and eternal; and man coexists with and reflects Soul, God, for man is God’s image.

Science reverses the false testimony of the physical senses, and by this reversal mortals arrive at the fundamental facts of being.
Then the question inevitably arises: Is a man sick if the material senses indicate that he is in good health? No! for matter can make
no conditions for man. And is he well if the senses say he is sick? Yes, he is well in Science in which health is normal and disease is abnormal.

Astronomic
unfoldings

The earth’s diurnal rotation is invisible to the physical eye, and the sun seems to move from east to west, instead of the earth from
west to east. Until rebuked by clearer views of the everlasting facts, this false testimony of the eye deluded the judgment and
induced false conclusions. Science shows appearances often to be erroneous, and corrects these errors by the simple rule that the
greater controls the lesser. The sun is the central stillness, so far as our solar system is concerned, and the earth revolves about the sun once a year,
besides turning daily on its own axis.

As thus indicated, astronomical order imitates the action of divine Principle; and the universe, the reflection of God, is thus brought nearer the
spiritual fact, and is allied to divine Science as displayed in the everlasting government of the universe.

Ptolemaic and
psychical error

Our theories make the same mistake regarding Soul and body that Ptolemy made regarding the solar system. They insist that soul is in body and mind
therefore tributary to matter. Astronomical science has destroyed the false theory as to the relations of the celestial bodies, and Christian Science will
surely destroy the greater error as to our terrestrial bodies. The true idea and Principle of man will then appear. The Ptolemaic
blunder could not affect the harmony of being as does the error relating to soul and body, which reverses the order of Science and
assigns to matter the power and prerogative of Spirit, so that man becomes the most absolutely weak and inharmonious creature in 
the universe.

The miracle introduces no disorder, but unfolds the primal order, establishing the Science of God’s unchangeable law.

No mediumship

If Spirit, or God, communed with mortals or controlled them through electricity or any other form of matter, the divine order and the Science of
omnipotent, omnipresent Spirit would be destroyed.

It is a grave mistake to suppose that matter is any part of the reality of intelligent existence, or that Spirit and matter, intelligence
and non-intelligence, can commune together.
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Seeming and being

Scientific basis

The verity of Mind shows conclusively how it is that matter seems to be, but is not. Divine Science, rising above physical theories,
excludes matter, resolves things into thoughts, and replaces the objects of material sense with spiritual ideas.

The term CHRISTIAN SCIENCE was introduced by the author to designate the scientific system of divine healing.

The revelation consists of two parts:

1.  The discovery of this divine Science of Mind-healing, through a spiritual sense of the Scriptures and through the teachings of the Comforter, as
promised by the Master.

2.  The proof, by present demonstration, that the so-called miracles of Jesus did not specially belong to a dispensation now ended, but that they
illustrated an ever-operative divine Principle. The operation of this Principle indicates the eternality of the scientific order and continuity of being.

Christian Science differs from material science, but not on that account is it less scientific. On the contrary, Christian Science is
pre-eminently scientific, being based on Truth, the Principle of all science.

Right methods

Man’s rights are invaded when the divine order is interfered with, and the mental trespasser incurs the divine penalty due this crime.

Let this age, which sits in judgment on Christian Science, sanction only such methods as are demonstrable in Truth and known by
their fruit, and classify all others as did St. Paul in his great epistle to the Galatians, when he wrote as follows:

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also
told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

God the parent MindXXIV. God, the divine Principle of man, and man in God’s likeness are inseparable, harmonious, and eternal. The Science of
being furnishes the rule of perfection, and brings immortality to light. God and man are not the same, but in the order of divine
Science, God and man coexist and are eternal. God is the parent Mind, and man is God’s spiritual offspring.

Divine synonyms

The divine
completeness

To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the divine Principle of all that really is.
Spirit, Life, Truth, Love, combine as one, — and are the Scriptural names for God. All substance, intelligence, wisdom, being,
immortality, cause, and effect belong to God. These are His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite divine Principle, Love. No wisdom is
wise but His wisdom; no truth is true, no love is lovely, no life is Life but the divine; no good is, but the good God bestows.

Divine metaphysics, as revealed to spiritual understanding, shows clearly that all is Mind, and that Mind is God, omnipotence,
omnipresence, omniscience,  — that is, all power, all presence, all Science. Hence all is in reality the manifestation of Mind.

Our material human theories are destitute of Science. The true understanding of God is spiritual. It robs the grave of victory. It destroys the false
evidence that misleads thought and points to other gods, or other so-called powers, such as matter, disease, sin, and death, superior or contrary to the
one Spirit.

Truth, spiritually discerned, is scientifically understood. It casts out error and heals the sick.

Inadequate theories of
creation

Eternal Truth is changing the universe. As mortals drop off their mental swaddling-clothes, thought expands into expression. “Let
there be light,” is the perpetual demand of Truth and Love, changing chaos into order and discord into the music of the spheres.

In the order of Science, in which the Principle is above what it reflects, all is one grand concord.
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