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¶ And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here,
Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon
the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the
LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire;
but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.

NOW Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given
deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away
captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife. And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the
prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy. And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of
the land of Israel.

So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go
and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said,
Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and
recover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he
turned and went away in a rage. And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing,
wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? Then went he down, and dipped himself seven
times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

AND they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met
him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: Because
that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could
any man tame him. And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. But when he saw
Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God?
I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. And he asked him, What is thy name?
And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country.
Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding. And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we
may enter into them. And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently
down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea. And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city,
and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was done. And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and
had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind:

Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their
conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing
that the heart be established with grace;

Biblical basisI have set forth Christian Science and its application to the treatment of disease just as I have discovered them. I have
demonstrated through Mind the effects of Truth on the health, longevity, and morals of men; and I have found nothing in ancient or
in modern systems on which to found my own, except the teachings and demonstrations of our great Master and the lives of prophets and apostles.
The Bible has been my only authority. I have had no other guide in “the straight and narrow way” of Truth.

Late in the nineteenth century I demonstrated the divine rules of Christian Science. They were submitted to the broadest practical test, and
everywhere, when honestly applied under circumstances where demonstration was humanly possible, this Science showed that Truth had lost none of
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its divine and healing efficacy, even though centuries had passed away since Jesus practised these rules on the hills of Judæa and in the valleys of
Galilee.

Whence came to me this heavenly conviction, — a conviction antagonistic to the testimony of the physical senses? According to St. Paul, it was “the
gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of His power.” It was the divine law of Life and Love, unfolding to me the
demonstrable fact that matter possesses neither sensation nor life; that human experiences show the falsity of all material things; and that immortal
cravings, “the price of learning love,” establish the truism that the only sufferer is mortal mind, for the divine Mind cannot suffer.

God invisible to the
senses

That God is a corporeal being, nobody can truly affirm. The Bible represents Him as saying: “Thou canst not see My face; for
there shall no man see Me, and live.” Not materially but spiritually we know Him as divine Mind, as Life, Truth, and Love. We 
shall obey and adore in proportion as we apprehend the divine nature and love Him understandingly, warring no more over the
corporeality, but rejoicing in the affluence of our God.

Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw
God’s own likeness, and this correct view of man healed the sick.

Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw
God’s own likeness, and this correct view of man healed the sick.

Our Master easily read the thoughts of mankind, and this insight better enabled him to direct those thoughts aright; but what would be said at this
period of an infidel blasphemer who should hint that Jesus used his incisive power injuriously? Our Master read mortal mind on a scientific basis, that
of the omnipresence of Mind.

Spiritual insightThe effect of his Mind was always to heal and to save, and this is the only genuine Science of reading mortal mind. ... Paul said,
“To be spiritually minded is life.” We approach God, or Life, in proportion to our spirituality, our fidelity to Truth and Love; and in
that ratio we know all human need and are able to discern the thought of the sick and the sinning for the purpose of healing them.

Prayer for the sick

Prayer cannot change the unalterable Truth, nor can prayer alone give us an understanding of Truth; but prayer, coupled with a fervent habitual desire
to know and do the will of God, will bring us into all Truth. Such a desire has little need of audible expression. It is best expressed in thought and in
life.

“The prayer of faith shall save the sick,” says the Scripture. What is this healing prayer? A mere request that God will heal the sick
has no power to gain more of the divine presence than is always at hand. The beneficial effect of such prayer for the sick is on the
human mind, making it act more powerfully on the body through a blind faith in God. This, however, is one belief casting out another, — a belief in
the unknown casting out a belief in sickness. It is neither Science nor Truth which acts through blind belief, nor is it the human understanding of the
divine healing Principle as manifested in Jesus, whose humble prayers were deep and conscientious protests of Truth, — of man’s likeness to God
and of man’s unity with Truth and Love.

Truth bestows no pardon upon error, but wipes it out in the most effectual manner.

Love impartial and
universal

Prayer to a corporeal God affects the sick like a drug, which has no efficacy of its own but borrows its power from human faith and belief. The drug
does nothing, because it has no intelligence. It is a mortal belief, not divine Principle or Love, which causes a drug to be apparently either poisonous
or sanative.

The common custom of praying for the recovery of the sick finds help in blind belief, whereas help should come from the enlightened understanding.
Changes in belief may go on indefinitely, but they are the merchandise of human thought and not the outgrowth of divine Science.

Does Deity interpose in behalf of one worshipper, and not help another who offers the same measure of prayer? If the sick recover
because they pray or are prayed for audibly, only petitioners (per se or by proxy) should get well. In divine Science, where prayers
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are mental, all may avail themselves of God as “a very present help in trouble.” Love is impartial and universal in its adaptation and bestowals. It is
the open fount which cries, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.”

Real and counterfeit

The infinite Truth of the Christ-cure has come to this age through a “still, small voice,” through silent utterances and divine anointing which quicken
and increase the beneficial effects of Christianity. I long to see the consummation of my hope, namely, the student’s higher attainments in this line of
light.

Because Truth is infinite, error should be known as nothing. Because Truth is omnipotent in goodness, error, Truth’s opposite, has no might. Evil is
but the counterpoise of nothingness. The greatest wrong is but a supposititious opposite of the highest right. The confidence
inspired by Science lies in the fact that Truth is real and error is unreal. Error is a coward before Truth. Divine Science insists that 
time will prove all this. Both truth and error have come nearer than ever before to the apprehension of mortals, and truth will become still clearer as
error is self-destroyed.

No dishonest
concessions

Any dishonesty in your theory and practice betrays a gross ignorance of the method of the Christ-cure. Science makes no
concessions to persons or opinions. One must abide in the morale of truth or he cannot demonstrate the divine Principle. So long
as matter is the basis of practice, illness cannot be efficaciously treated by the metaphysical process. Truth does the work, and you
must both understand and abide by the divine Principle of your demonstration.

If animal magnetism seems to alleviate or to cure disease, this appearance is deceptive, since error cannot remove the effects of error. Discomfort
under error is preferable to comfort. In no instance is the effect of animal magnetism, recently called hypnotism, other than the effect of illusion. Any
seeming benefit derived from it is proportional to one’s faith in esoteric magic.

Practical ScienceThe term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and to His government of the universe, inclusive of man.
From this it follows that business men and cultured scholars have found that Christian Science enhances their endurance and 
mental powers, enlarges their perception of character, gives them acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to exceed their ordinary capacity.
The human mind, imbued with this spiritual understanding, becomes more elastic, is capable of greater endurance, escapes somewhat from itself, and
requires less repose. A knowledge of the Science of being develops the latent abilities and possibilities of man. It extends the atmosphere of thought,
giving mortals access to broader and higher realms. It raises the thinker into his native air of insight and perspicacity.

Unchanging PrincipleFrom the infinite One in Christian Science comes one Principle and its infinite idea, and with this infinitude come spiritual rules,
laws, and their demonstration, which, like the great Giver, are “the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever;” for thus are the divine
Principle of healing and the Christ-idea characterized in the epistle to the Hebrews.

Confirmatory testsAfter a lengthy examination of my discovery and its demonstration in healing the sick, this fact became evident to me, — that
Mind governs the body, not partially but wholly. I submitted my metaphysical system of treating disease to the broadest practical
tests. Since then this system has gradually gained ground, and has proved itself, whenever scientifically employed, to be the most effective curative
agent in medical practice.

Indestructible life of
man

The time approaches when mortal mind will forsake its corporeal, structural, and material basis, when immortal Mind and its
formations will be apprehended in Science, and material beliefs will not interfere with spiritual facts. Man is indestructible and
eternal. Sometime it will be learned that mortal mind constructs the mortal body with this mind’s own mortal materials. In Science,
no breakage nor dislocation can really occur. You say that accidents, injuries, and disease kill man, but this is not true. The life of man is Mind.

Truth an alterativeChristian Science brings to the body the sunlight of Truth, which invigorates and purifies. Christian Science acts as an alterative,
neutralizing error with Truth. It changes the secretions, expels humors, dissolves tumors, relaxes rigid muscles, restores carious
bones to soundness. The effect of this Science is to stir the human mind to a change of base, on which it may yield to the harmony of the divine
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