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I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow.

NOW it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Beth–lehem–judah went to sojourn
in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name
of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth–lehem–judah. ... And Elimelech Naomi’s husband died; and she was left, and her two sons.
And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten
years. And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons and her husband.

¶ Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the
LORD had visited his people in giving them bread. And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother’s house: the LORD

deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband.
Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept. And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people. And Naomi
said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? are there yet any more sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? Turn again, my
daughters, go your way; ... And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. And she said,
Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave
thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and
thy God my God:

So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab: and they came to Beth–lehem
in the beginning of barley harvest.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

AND Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitess
said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my
daughter. And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who
was of the kindred of Elimelech.

Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel is this? And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said,
It is the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab: And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the reapers
among the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued even from the morning until now, that she tarried a little in the house. Then said Boaz unto Ruth,
Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens: Let thine eyes be on the
field that they do reap, and go thou after them: have I not charged the young men that they shall not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the
vessels, and drink of that which the young men have drawn. Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have
I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully
been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine husband: and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother,
and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore. The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be
given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.

I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

¶ And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was
Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand of Naomi. Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the
name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are
witnesses this day.

¶ So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. And the women said
unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. And he shall be unto
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thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath
borne him.

AND I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God.

In the following Psalm one word shows, though faintly, the light which Christian Science throws on the Scriptures by substituting for the corporeal
sense, the incorporeal or spiritual sense of Deity: — 

PSALM XXIII

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for [LOVE] is with me; [LOVE’S] rod and [LOVE’S] staff they comfort
me.

Blessings from pain

Decapitation of error

Who that has felt the loss of human peace has not gained stronger desires for spiritual joy? The aspiration after heavenly good
comes even before we discover what belongs to wisdom and Love. The loss of earthly hopes and pleasures brightens the ascending 
path of many a heart. The pains of sense quickly inform us that the pleasures of sense are mortal and that joy is spiritual.

The pains of sense are salutary, if they wrench away false pleasurable beliefs and transplant the affections from sense to Soul, where the creations of
God are good, “rejoicing the heart.” Such is the sword of Science, with which Truth decapitates error, materiality giving place to
man’s higher individuality and destiny.

Crumbs of comfortWhatever inspires with wisdom, Truth, or Love — be it song, sermon, or Science — blesses the human family with crumbs of
comfort from Christ’s table, feeding the hungry and giving living waters to the thirsty.

Weathering the stormWhen the ocean is stirred by a storm, then the clouds lower, the wind shrieks through the tightened shrouds, and the waves lift
themselves into mountains. We ask the helmsman: “Do you know your course? Can you steer safely amid the storm?” He answers
bravely, but even the dauntless seaman is not sure of his safety; nautical science is not equal to the Science of Mind. Yet, acting up to his highest
understanding, firm at the post of duty, the mariner works on and awaits the issue. Thus should we deport ourselves on the seething ocean of sorrow.
Hoping and working, one should stick to the wreck, until an irresistible propulsion precipitates his doom or sunshine gladdens the troubled sea.

Light and darknessWe are sometimes led to believe that darkness is as real as light; but Science affirms darkness to be only a mortal sense of the
absence of light, at the coming of which darkness loses the appearance of reality. So sin and sorrow, disease and death, are the
suppositional absence of Life, God, and flee as phantoms of error before truth and love.

Spirit the only
intelligence and

substance

Unscientific theories

All forms of error support the false conclusions that there is more than one Life; that material history is as real and living as
spiritual history; that mortal error is as conclusively mental as immortal Truth; and that there are two separate, antagonistic entities
and beings, two powers, — namely, Spirit and matter, — resulting in a third person (mortal man) who carries out the delusions of
sin, sickness, and death.

The first power is admitted to be good, an intelligence or Mind called God. The so-called second power, evil, is the unlikeness of good. It cannot
therefore be mind, though so called. The third power, mortal man, is a supposed mixture of the first and second antagonistic powers, intelligence and
non-intelligence, of Spirit and matter.

Such theories are evidently erroneous. They can never stand the test of Science. Judging them by their fruits, they are corrupt.
When will the ages understand the Ego, and realize only one God, one Mind or intelligence?
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No physical scienceThere is no physical science, inasmuch as all truth proceeds from the divine Mind. Therefore truth is not human, and is not a law
of matter, for matter is not a lawgiver. Science is an emanation of divine Mind, and is alone able to interpret God aright. It has a
spiritual, and not a material origin. It is a divine utterance, — the Comforter which leadeth into all truth.

When we wake to the truth of being, all disease, pain, weakness, weariness, sorrow, sin, death, will be unknown, and the mortal dream will forever
cease.

The stone rolled awayGlory be to God, and peace to the struggling hearts! Christ hath rolled away the stone from the door of human hope and faith, and
through the revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath elevated them to possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man
and his divine Principle, Love.

The poor suffering heart needs its rightful nutriment, such as peace, patience in tribulation, and a priceless sense of the dear Father’s loving-kindness.

Spirit blesses man, but man cannot “tell whence it cometh.” By it the sick are healed, the sorrowing are comforted, and the sinning are reformed.
These are the effects of one universal God, the invisible good dwelling in eternal Science.

This is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be deprived of its manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for
sorrow is not the master of joy; that good can never produce evil; that matter can never produce mind nor life result in death. The perfect man — 
governed by God, his perfect Principle — is sinless and eternal.

Divine trinityVII. Life, Truth, and Love constitute the triune Person called God, — that is, the triply divine Principle, Love. They represent a
trinity in unity, three in one, — the same in essence, though multiform in office: God the Father-Mother; Christ the spiritual idea of
sonship; divine Science or the Holy Comforter. These three express in divine Science the threefold, essential nature of the infinite. They also indicate
the divine Principle of scientific being, the intelligent relation of God to man and the universe.

VIII. Father-Mother is the name for Deity, which indicates His tender relationship to His spiritual creation.

Holy Ghost or
Comforter

X. Jesus demonstrated Christ; he proved that Christ is the divine idea of God — the Holy Ghost, or Comforter, revealing the
divine Principle, Love, and leading into all truth.

Spiritual living and blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can recognize true existence and feel the unspeakable peace which comes from
an all-absorbing spiritual love.

Within the veil

The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the kingdom, the anchor of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter
into the Shekinah into which Jesus has passed before us; and this advance beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs
of the righteous as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart from material sense into the
spiritual sense of being.

Man’s present
possibilities

In Revelation xxi. 1 we read: — 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

The Revelator had not yet passed the transitional stage in human experience called death, but he already saw a new heaven and a
new earth. Through what sense came this vision to St. John? Not through the material visual organs for seeing, for optics are
inadequate to take in so wonderful a scene. Were this new heaven and new earth terrestrial or celestial, material or spiritual? They
could not be the former, for the human sense of space is unable to grasp such a view. The Revelator was on our plane of existence, while yet 
beholding what the eye cannot see, — that which is invisible to the uninspired thought. This testimony of Holy Writ sustains the fact in Science, that
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the heavens and earth to one human consciousness, that consciousness which God bestows, are spiritual, while to another, the unillumined human
mind, the vision is material. This shows unmistakably that what the human mind terms matter and spirit indicates states and stages of consciousness.

This is Scriptural authority for concluding that such a recognition of being is, and has been, possible to men in this present state of existence, — that
we can become conscious, here and now, of a cessation of death, sorrow, and pain. This is indeed a foretaste of absolute Christian Science. Take
heart, dear sufferer, for this reality of being will surely appear sometime and in some way. There will be no more pain, and all tears will be wiped
away. When you read this, remember Jesus’ words, “The kingdom of God is within you.” This spiritual consciousness is therefore a present
possibility.

As human thought changes from one stage to another of conscious pain and painlessness, sorrow and joy, — from fear to hope and from faith to
understanding, — the visible manifestation will at last be man governed by Soul, not by material sense.

Spiritualized
consciousness

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither in nor of matter, — and the body
will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in sickness, you will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy
when the body is controlled by spiritual Life, Truth, and Love.
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