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thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.

¶ And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is written in
the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. But he,
willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour? And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a
certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on
him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on
him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of
him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever
thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the
thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? ... Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing
see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. ... For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their
eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be
converted, and I should heal them. But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

AND it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, he departed from Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judæa beyond Jordan; And
great multitudes followed him; and he healed them there.

AFTER these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself
would come. Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he
would send forth labourers into his harvest. ... And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house. ... And heal the sick that are
therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.

WHEREFORE seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

To love one’s neighbor as one’s self, is a divine idea; but this idea can never be seen, felt, nor understood through the physical senses.

Absorbed in material selfhood we discern and reflect but faintly the substance of Life or Mind. The denial of material selfhood aids the discernment
of man’s spiritual and eternal individuality, and destroys the erroneous knowledge gained from matter or through what are termed the material senses.

Ignorant idolatryMortal mind is ignorant of self, or it could never be self-deceived. If mortal mind knew how to be better, it would be better. Since
it must believe in something besides itself, it enthrones matter as deity. The human mind has been an idolater from the beginning, 
having other gods and believing in more than the one Mind.

As mortals do not comprehend even mortal existence, how ignorant must they be of the all-knowing Mind and of His creations.

Here you may see how so-called material sense creates its own forms of thought, gives them material names, and then worships and fears them. With
pagan blindness, it attributes to some material god or medicine an ability beyond itself. The beliefs of the human mind rob and enslave it, and then
impute this result to another illusive personification, named Satan.
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Sinlessness of Mind,
Soul

Reasoning from cause to effect in the Science of Mind, we begin with Mind, which must be understood through the idea which
expresses it and cannot be learned from its opposite, matter. Thus we arrive at Truth, or intelligence, which evolves its own 
unerring idea and never can be coordinate with human illusions. If Soul sinned, it would be mortal, for sin is mortality’s self,
because it kills itself. If Truth is immortal, error must be mortal, because error is unlike Truth. Because Soul is immortal, Soul cannot sin, for sin is
not the eternal verity of being.

Spiritual gatewayTruth should, and does, drive error out of all selfhood. Truth is a two-edged sword, guarding and guiding. Truth places the cherub
wisdom at the gate of understanding to note the proper guests. Radiant with mercy and justice, the sword of Truth gleams afar and
indicates the infinite distance between Truth and error, between the material and spiritual, — the unreal and the real.

The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that all things are possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an
unselfed love.

Whatever holds human thought in line with unselfed love, receives directly the divine power.

The real man being linked by Science to his Maker, mortals need only turn from sin and lose sight of mortal selfhood to find Christ, the real man and
his relation to God, and to recognize the divine sonship. Christ, Truth, was demonstrated through Jesus to prove the power of Spirit over the flesh, — 
to show that Truth is made manifest by its effects upon the human mind and body, healing sickness and destroying sin.

Material pleasuresJesus experienced few of the pleasures of the physical senses, but his sufferings were the fruits of other people’s sins, not of his
own. The eternal Christ, his spiritual selfhood, never suffered. Jesus mapped out the path for others. He unveiled the Christ, the
spiritual idea of divine Love. To those buried in the belief of sin and self, living only for pleasure or the gratification of the senses, he said in
substance: Having eyes ye see not, and having ears ye hear not; lest ye should understand and be converted, and I might heal you. He taught that the
material senses shut out Truth and its healing power.

Perfect example

Behest of the cross

Jesus bore our infirmities; he knew the error of mortal belief, and “with his stripes [the rejection of error] we are healed.”
“Despised and rejected of men,” returning blessing for cursing, he taught mortals the opposite of themselves, even the nature of
God; and when error felt the power of Truth, the scourge and the cross awaited the great Teacher. Yet he swerved not, well knowing that to obey the
divine order and trust God, saves retracing and traversing anew the path from sin to holiness.

Material belief is slow to acknowledge what the spiritual fact implies. The truth is the centre of all religion. It commands sure
entrance into the realm of Love. St. Paul wrote, “Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set before us;” that is, let us put aside material self and sense, and seek the divine Principle and Science of all
healing.

The admission to one’s self that man is God’s own likeness sets man free to master the infinite idea. ... At present we know not what man is, but we
certainly shall know this when man reflects God.

Man’s genuine selfhood is recognizable only in what is good and true. Man is neither self-made nor made by mortals. God created man.

Uses of sufferingThe sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life of matter, as well as our disappointments and ceaseless woes, turn us like
tired children to the arms of divine Love. Then we begin to learn Life in divine Science. Without this process of weaning, “Canst
thou by searching find out God?” It is easier to desire Truth than to rid one’s self of error. Mortals may seek the understanding of Christian Science,
but they will not be able to glean from Christian Science the facts of being without striving for them. This strife consists in the endeavor to forsake
error of every kind and to possess no other consciousness but good.

During the sensual ages, absolute Christian Science may not be achieved prior to the change called death, for we have not the power to demonstrate
what we do not understand. But the human self must be evangelized. This task God demands us to accept lovingly to-day, and to abandon so fast as
practical the material, and to work out the spiritual which determines the outward and actual.
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This is done through self-abnegation. Universal Love is the divine way in Christian Science.

Self-abnegation, by which we lay down all for Truth, or Christ, in our warfare against error, is a rule in Christian Science. This rule clearly interprets
God as divine Principle, — as Life, represented by the Father; as Truth, represented by the Son; as Love, represented by the Mother. Every mortal at
some period, here or hereafter, must grapple with and overcome the mortal belief in a power opposed to God.

We must have trials and self-denials, as well as joys and victories, until all error is destroyed.

Learn this, O mortal, and earnestly seek the spiritual status of man, which is outside of all material selfhood.

Trustworthy
beneficence

Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but known to God. Self-forgetfulness, purity, and affection
are constant prayers. Practice not profession, understanding not belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and they
assuredly call down infinite blessings.

Happiness is spiritual, born of Truth and Love. It is unselfish; therefore it cannot exist alone, but requires all mankind to share it.

Mortals are not like immortals, created in God’s own image; but infinite Spirit being all, mortal consciousness will at last yield to the scientific fact 
and disappear, and the real sense of being, perfect and forever intact, will appear.
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