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Subject: Persistence in truth wins the prize 
 
Holy Bible (KJV) 
Ps. 1:1-3 
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  
Dan. 6:1-11,13,16,18-23 
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole 
kingdom; And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give accounts 
unto them, and the king should have no damage. Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and 
princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm. ¶Then 
the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could 
find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him. 
Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him 
concerning the law of his God. Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said 
thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the 
counsellers, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm 
decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall 
be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, 
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Wherefore king Darius signed the writing 
and the decree. ¶Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his 
windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. Then these men assembled, and found 
Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.  
Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, 
regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day.  
Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake 
and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.  
¶Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of music brought 
before him: and his sleep went from him. Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste 
unto the den of lions. And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the 
king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee from the lions? Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his 
angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was 
found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. Then was the king exceeding glad for him, 
and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, 
and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God.  
Matt. 16:13-17 
¶When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven.  
Mark 8:22-25 
¶And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to touch him. And 
he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put 



his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking. 
After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every 
man clearly.  
John 21:12-17 
Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that 
it was the Lord. Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. This is now the third 
time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead. ¶So when they had 
dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, 
Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the 
second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love 
thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, 
Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.  
Ps. 42:8 the Lord 
the Lord will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my 
prayer unto the God of my life.  
 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 
SH 400:9-29 
Mortals obtain the harmony of health, only as they forsake discord, acknowledge the supremacy of divine 
Mind, and abandon their material beliefs. Eradicate the image of disease from the perturbed thought 
before it has taken tangible shape in conscious thought, alias the body, and you prevent the development 
of disease. This task becomes easy, if you understand that every disease is an error, and has no character 
nor type, except what mortal mind assigns to it. By lifting thought above error, or disease, and contending 
persistently for truth, you destroy error.  
When we remove disease by addressing the disturbed mind, giving no heed to the body, we prove that 
thought alone creates the suffering. Mortal mind rules all that is mortal. We see in the body the images of this 
mind, even as in optics we see painted on the retina the image which becomes visible to the senses. The 
action of so-called mortal mind must be destroyed by the divine Mind to bring out the harmony of being. 
Without divine control there is discord, manifest as sin, sickness, and death.  
273:16 - 274:17 
The so-called laws of matter and of medical science have never made mortals whole, harmonious, and 
immortal. Man is harmonious when governed by Soul. Hence the importance of understanding the truth of 
being, which reveals the laws of spiritual existence.  
God never ordained a material law to annul the spiritual law. If there were such a material law, it would 
oppose the supremacy of Spirit, God, and impugn the wisdom of the creator. Jesus walked on the waves, 
fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the dead in direct opposition to material laws. His acts were 
the demonstration of Science, overcoming the false claims of material sense or law.  
Science shows that material, conflicting mortal opinions and beliefs emit the effects of error at all times, but 
this atmosphere of mortal mind cannot be destructive to morals and health when it is opposed promptly 
and persistently by Christian Science. Truth and Love antidote this mental miasma, and thus invigorate and 
sustain existence. Unnecessary knowledge gained from the five senses is only temporal, — the conception of 
mortal mind, the offspring of sense, not of Soul, Spirit, — and symbolizes all that is evil and perishable. Natural 
science, as it is commonly called, is not really natural nor scientific, because it is deduced from the evidence 
of the material senses. Ideas, on the contrary, are born of Spirit, and are not mere inferences drawn from 
material premises.  
The senses of Spirit abide in Love, and they demonstrate Truth and Life. Hence Christianity and the Science 
which expounds it are based on spiritual understanding, and they supersede the so-called laws of matter. 
Jesus demonstrated this great verity.  
SH 136:32-25 
Jesus patiently persisted in teaching and demonstrating the truth of being. His students saw this power of 
Truth heal the sick, cast out evil, raise the dead; but the ultimate of this wonderful work was not spiritually 



discerned, even by them, until after the crucifixion, when their immaculate Teacher stood before them, the 
victor over sickness, sin, disease, death, and the grave.  
Yearning to be understood, the Master repeated, "But whom say ye that I am?" This renewed inquiry meant: 
Who or what is it that is able to do the work, so mysterious to the popular mind? In his rejection of the answer 
already given and his renewal of the question, it is plain that Jesus completely eschewed the narrow opinion 
implied in their citation of the common report about him.  
With his usual impetuosity, Simon replied for his brethren, and his reply set forth a great fact: "Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God!" That is: The Messiah is what thou hast declared, — Christ, the spirit of God, 
of Truth, Life, and Love, which heals mentally. This assertion elicited from Jesus the benediction, "Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven;" 
that is, Love hath shown thee the way of Life!  
SH 461:31-19 
Systematic teaching and the student's spiritual growth and experience in practice are requisite for a 
thorough comprehension of Christian Science. Some individuals assimilate truth more readily than others, but 
any student, who adheres to the divine rules of Christian Science and imbibes the spirit of Christ, can 
demonstrate Christian Science, cast out error, heal the sick, and add continually to his store of spiritual 
understanding, potency, enlightenment, and success.  
If the student goes away to practise Truth's teachings only in part, dividing his interests between God and 
mammon and substituting his own views for Truth, he will inevitably reap the error he sows. Whoever would 
demonstrate the healing of Christian Science must abide strictly by its rules, heed every statement, and 
advance from the rudiments laid down. There is nothing difficult nor toilsome in this task, when the way is 
pointed out; but self-denial, sincerity, Christianity, and persistence alone win the prize, as they usually do in 
every department of life.  
SH 445:27-10 
There is great danger in teaching Mind-healing indiscriminately, thus disregarding the morals of the student 
and caring only for the fees. Recalling Jefferson's words about slavery, "I tremble, when I remember that 
God is just," the author trembles whenever she sees a man, for the petty consideration of money, teaching 
his slight knowledge of Mind-power, — perhaps communicating his own bad morals, and in this way dealing 
pitilessly with a community unprepared for self-defence.  
A thorough perusal of the author's publications heals sickness. If patients sometimes seem worse while 
reading this book, the change may either arise from the alarm of the physician, or it may mark the crisis of 
the disease. Perseverance in the perusal of the book has generally completely healed such cases.  
SH 446:18-25 
A wrong motive involves defeat. In the Science of Mind-healing, it is imperative to be honest, for victory rests 
on the side of immutable right. To understand God strengthens hope, enthrones faith in Truth, and verifies 
Jesus' word: "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."  
Resisting evil, you overcome it and prove its nothingness.  
514:10-19,26-28 
Moral courage is "the lion of the tribe of Juda," the king of the mental realm. Free and fearless it roams in the 
forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open field, or rests in "green pastures, . . . beside the still waters." In the 
figurative transmission from the divine thought to the human, diligence, promptness, and perseverance are 
likened to "the cattle upon a thousand hills." They carry the baggage of stern resolve, and keep pace with 
highest purpose. Tenderness accompanies all the might imparted by Spirit.  
Understanding the control which Love held over all, Daniel felt safe in the lions' den, and Paul proved the 
viper to be harmless.  
SH 10:12-16 
Christian Science reveals a necessity for overcoming the world, the flesh, and evil, and thus destroying all 
error.  
Seeking is not sufficient. It is striving that enables us to enter. Spiritual attainments open the door to a higher 
understanding of the divine Life.  
SH 367:24 



The infinite Truth of the Christ-cure has come to this age through a "still, small voice," through silent utterances 
and divine anointing which quicken and increase the beneficial effects of Christianity. I long to see the 
consummation of my hope, namely, the student's higher attainments in this line of light.  
SH 55:15 
Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and sinning. My 
weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of Christ and love his 
neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the healing power of the divine Love in 
what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the 
divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, 
drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing.  
 


