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Topic:  Service to Mankind  
 
Holy Bible KJV 
Matt. 6:24 
¶No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  
Luke 2:41-52 
Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they 
returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, 
supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking 
him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his 
understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, 
why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto 
them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? And they 
understood not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.  
Rom. 12:1 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  
Luke 7:1-10 
Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the people, he entered into Capernaum. And a 
certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die. And when he heard of Jesus, 
he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant. And 
when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do 
this: For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. Then Jesus went with them. And when he 
was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: 
for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof: Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to 
come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. For I also am a man set under authority, 
having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; 
and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and turned 
him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, 
not in Israel. And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had been sick.  
John 4:34-36 
Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. Say not ye, There 
are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto 
life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.  
Matt. 10:1,5,7,8 
And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. These twelve Jesus sent forth, and 
commanded them, saying, Go: And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the 
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.  
Matt. 25:21 
His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  



 
 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy 
SH 325:20 
Paul had a clear sense of the demands of Truth upon mortals physically and spiritually, when he said: 
"Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service." But he, 
who is begotten of the beliefs of the flesh and serves them, can never reach in this world the divine heights 
of our Lord. The time cometh when the spiritual origin of man, the divine Science which ushered Jesus into 
human presence, will be understood and demonstrated.  
SH 404:3-15 
If a man is an inebriate, a slave to tobacco, or the special servant of any one of the myriad forms of sin, 
meet and destroy these errors with the truth of being, — by exhibiting to the wrong-doer the suffering which 
his submission to such habits brings, and by convincing him that there is no real pleasure in false appetites. A 
corrupt mind is manifested in a corrupt body. Lust, malice, and all sorts of evil are diseased beliefs, and you 
can destroy them only by destroying the wicked motives which produce them. If the evil is over in the 
repentant mortal mind, while its effects still remain on the individual, you can remove this disorder as God's 
law is fulfilled and reformation cancels the crime.  
346: 29  
Material beliefs must be expelled to make room for spiritual understanding. We cannot serve both God and 
mammon at the same time; but is not this what frail mortals are trying to do? Paul says: "The flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh." Who is ready to admit this?  
SH 167:11-31 
We cannot serve two masters nor perceive divine Science with the material senses. Drugs and hygiene 
cannot successfully usurp the place and power of the divine source of all health and perfection. If God 
made man both good and evil, man must remain thus. What can improve God's work? Again, an error in 
the premise must appear in the conclusion. To have one God and avail yourself of the power of Spirit, you 
must love God supremely.  
The "flesh lusteth against the Spirit." The flesh and Spirit can no more unite in action, than good can coincide 
with evil. It is not wise to take a halting and half-way position or to expect to work equally with Spirit and 
matter, Truth and error. There is but one way — namely, God and His idea — which leads to spiritual being. 
The scientific government of the body must be attained through the divine Mind. It is impossible to gain 
control over the body in any other way. On this fundamental point, timid conservatism is absolutely 
inadmissible. Only through radical reliance on Truth can scientific healing power be realized.  
453:16,29-30 
Honesty is spiritual power. Dishonesty is human weakness, which forfeits divine help. You uncover sin, not in 
order to injure, but in order to bless the corporeal man; and a right motive has its reward. Hidden sin is 
spiritual wickedness in high places. The masquerader in this Science thanks God that there is no evil, yet 
serves evil in the name of good.  
A Christian Scientist's medicine is Mind, the divine Truth that makes man free.  
SH 119:15-14 
misrule in the form and under the name of natural law.  
In one sense God is identical with nature, but this nature is spiritual and is not expressed in matter. The 
lawgiver, whose lightning palsies or prostrates in death the child at prayer, is not the divine ideal of 
omnipresent Love. God is natural good, and is represented only by the idea of goodness; while evil should 
be regarded as unnatural, because it is opposed to the nature of Spirit, God.  
In viewing the sunrise, one finds that it contradicts the evidence before the senses to believe that the earth is 
in motion and the sun at rest. As astronomy reverses the human perception of the movement of the solar 
system, so Christian Science reverses the seeming relation of Soul and body and makes body tributary to 
Mind. Thus it is with man, who is but the humble servant of the restful Mind, though it seems otherwise to finite 
sense. But we shall never understand this while we admit that soul is in body or mind in matter, and that man 
is included in non-intelligence. Soul, or Spirit, is God, unchangeable and eternal; and man coexists with and 
reflects Soul, God, for man is God's image.  



Science reverses the false testimony of the physical senses, and by this reversal mortals arrive at the 
fundamental facts of being. Then the question inevitably arises: Is a man sick if the material senses indicate 
that he is in good health? No! for matter can make no conditions for man. And is he well if the senses say he 
is sick? Yes, he is well in Science in which health is normal and disease is abnormal.  
SH 79:29-3 
Mind-science teaches that mortals need "not be weary in well doing." It dissipates fatigue in doing good. 
Giving does not impoverish us in the service of our Maker, neither does withholding enrich us. We have 
strength in proportion to our apprehension of the truth, and our strength is not lessened by giving utterance 
to truth.  
SH 201:1-12 
The best sermon ever preached is Truth practised and demonstrated by the destruction of sin, sickness, and 
death. Knowing this and knowing too that one affection would be supreme in us and take the lead in our 
lives, Jesus said, "No man can serve two masters."  
We cannot build safely on false foundations. Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away and 
"all things are become new." Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, all sensuality, yield to 
spirituality, and the superabundance of being is on the side of God, good.  
SH 455:17 
The student, who receives his knowledge of Christian Science, or metaphysical healing, from a human 
teacher, may be mistaken in judgment and demonstration, but God cannot mistake. God selects for the 
highest service one who has grown into such a fitness for it as renders any abuse of the mission an 
impossibility. The All-wise does not bestow His highest trusts upon the unworthy. When He commissions a 
messenger, it is one who is spiritually near Himself. No person can misuse this mental power, if he is taught of 
God to discern it.  
SH 51:28-8 
Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from sensuousness, and caused the selfish materialist to 
hate him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal the sick, cast out evil, and raise the dead.  
From early boyhood he was about his "Father's business." His pursuits lay far apart from theirs. His master was 
Spirit; their master was matter. He served God; they served mammon. His affections were pure; theirs were 
carnal. His senses drank in the spiritual evidence of health, holiness, and life; their senses testified oppositely, 
and absorbed the material evidence of sin, sickness, and death.  
52: 18-28 
make common cause against the exponents of truth.  
The "man of sorrows" best understood the nothingness of material life and intelligence and the mighty 
actuality of all-inclusive God, good. These were the two cardinal points of Mind-healing, or Christian 
Science, which armed him with Love. The highest earthly representative of God, speaking of human ability 
to reflect divine power, prophetically said to his disciples, speaking not for their day only but for all time: "He 
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also;" and "These signs shall follow them that believe."  
40: 25 
Our heavenly Father, divine Love, demands that all men should follow the example of our Master and his 
apostles and not merely worship his personality. It is sad that the phrase divine service has come so generally 
to mean public worship instead of daily deeds.  
14: 1 
If we are sensibly with the body and regard omnipotence as a corporeal, material person, whose ear we 
would gain, we are not "absent from the body" and "present with the Lord" in the demonstration of Spirit. We 
cannot "serve two masters." To be "present with the Lord" is to have, not mere emotional ecstasy or faith, but 
the actual demonstration and understanding of Life as revealed in Christian Science. To be "with the Lord" is 
to be in obedience to the law of God, to be absolutely governed by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.  
SH 31:12-28 
First in the list of Christian duties, he taught his followers the healing power of Truth and Love. He attached no 
importance to dead ceremonies. It is the living Christ, the practical Truth, which makes Jesus "the 
resurrection and the life" to all who follow him in deed. Obeying his precious precepts, — following his 
demonstration so far as we apprehend it, — we drink of his cup, partake of his bread, are baptized with his 



purity; and at last we shall rest, sit down with him, in a full understanding of the divine Principle which 
triumphs over death. For what says Paul? "As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord's death till he come."  
Referring to the materiality of the age, Jesus said: "The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth."  
SH 32:3 
In ancient Rome a soldier was required to swear allegiance to his general. The Latin word for this oath was 
sacramentum, and our English word sacrament is derived from it. Among the Jews it was an ancient custom 
for the master of a feast to pass each guest a cup of wine. But the Eucharist does not commemorate a 
Roman soldier's oath, nor was the wine, used on convivial occasions and in Jewish rites, the cup of our Lord. 
The cup shows forth his bitter experience, — the cup which he prayed might pass from him, though he 
bowed in holy submission to the divine decree.  
43:32  
Love must triumph over hate. Truth and Life must seal the victory over error and death, before the thorns can 
be laid aside for a crown, the benediction follow, "Well done, good and faithful servant," and the 
supremacy of Spirit be demonstrated.  
SH 436:11-12 
Giving a cup of cold water in Christ's name, is a Christian service.  
SH 570:14 
Millions of unprejudiced minds — simple seekers for Truth, weary wanderers, athirst in the desert — are 
waiting and watching for rest and drink. Give them a cup of cold water in Christ's name, and never fear the 
consequences. What if the old dragon should send forth a new flood to drown the Christ-idea? He can 
neither drown your voice with its roar, nor again sink the world into the deep waters of chaos and old night. 
In this age the earth will help the woman; the spiritual idea will be understood. Those ready for the blessing 
you impart will give thanks. The waters will be pacified, and Christ will command the wave.  
 


