Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist - Chicago, IL
Readings for March 18, 2015

Subject: Resolutions and solutions

Despite the negativity and almost constant bad news reported in the media, our topic tonight at
the mid-week prayer meeting beginning at 6 p.m. will explore how “God, good, is actually
constantly directing and impelling action towards resolutions and solutions — fowards healing.”

THE BIBLE

Prov. 16:9

A man's heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth his steps.

Luke 13:11-22

And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed
together, and could in no wise lift up herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and
said unfto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid his hands on her: and
immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. And the ruler of the synagogue answered
with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people,
There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not
on the sabbath day. The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of
you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? And
ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day? And when he had said these
things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that
were done by him. {Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall |
resembile it?2 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it
grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it. And again he
said, Whereunto shall | liken the kingdom of God? It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in
three measures of meal, fill the whole was leavened. And he went through the cities and villages,
teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem.

Prov. 3:1-6

My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments; For length of days, and
long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and fruth forsake thee: bind them
about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: So shalt thou find favour and good
understanding in the sight of God and man. {Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
Matt. 12:8-15

For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day. And when he was departed thence, he went
into their synagogue: 1And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they
asked him, saying, Is it lawful fo heal on the sabbath dayse that they might accuse him. And he
said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall info a
pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out?2 How much then is a man better
than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the sabbath days. Then saith he to the man,
Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like as the other.
iThen the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him. But
when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes followed him, and he
healed them all;

Il Thess. 3:1-5



Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified,
even as it is with you: And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all
men have not faith. But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. And we
have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we
command you. And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting
for Christ.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES by Mary Baker Eddy

SH 169:27

Only the action of Truth, Life, and Love can give harmony.

SH 587:5

God. The great | AM; the all-knowing, all-seeing, all-acting, all-wise, all-loving, and eternal;
Principle; Mind; Soul; Spirit; Life; Truth; Love; all substance; intelligence.

SH 89:18

Mind is not necessarily dependent upon educational processes. It possesses of itself all beauty and
poetry, and the power of expressing them. Spirit, God, is heard when the senses are silent. We are
all capable of more than we do. The influence or action of Soul confers a freedom, which explains
the phenomena of improvisation and the fervor of untutored lips.

SH 386:5

Expose the body to certain temperatures, and belief says that you may catch cold and have
catarrh; but no such result occurs without mind to demand it and produce it. So long as mortals
declare that certain states of the atmosphere produce catarrh, fever, rheumatism, or
consumption, those effects will follow, — not because of the climate, but on account of the belief.
The author has in too many instances healed disease through the action of Truth on the minds of
mortals, and the corresponding effects of Truth on the body, not to know that this is so.

SH 394:5-10

By conceding power to discord, a large majority of doctors depress mental energy, which is the
only real recuperative power. Knowledge that we can accomplish the good we hope for,
stimulates the system to act in the direction which Mind points out.

329:21 Principle

Principle is imperative. You cannot mock it by human will. Science is a divine demand, not a
human. Always right, its divine Principle never repents, but maintains the claim of Truth by
quenching error. The pardon of divine mercy is the destruction of error. If men understood their real
spiritual source to be all blessedness, they would struggle for recourse to the spiritual and be at
peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is plunged, the more intense the
opposition to spirituality, till error yields to Truth.

166:3,16

As a man thinketh, so is he. Mind is all that feels, acts, orimpedes action. Ignorant of this, or
shrinking from its implied responsibility, the healing effort is made on the wrong side, and thus the
conscious control over the body is lost.

From it arises the inharmonious body. To ignore God as of little use in sickness is a mistake. Instead
of thrusting Him aside in times of bodily frouble, and waiting for the hour of strength in which to
acknowledge Him, we should learn that He can do all things for us in sickness as in health.

SH 208:5

The Scriptures say, "In Him we live, and move, and have our being." What then is this seeming
power, independent of God, which causes disease and cures it2 What is it but an error of belief, —
a law of mortal mind, wrong in every sense, embracing sin, sickness, and death? It is the very



antipode of immortal Mind, of Truth, and of spiritual law. It is not in accordance with the goodness
of God's character that He should make man sick, then leave man to heal himself; it is absurd to
suppose that matter can both cause and cure disease, or that Spirit, God, produces disease and
leaves the remedy to matter.

SH 495:6

If sickness is true or the idea of Truth, you cannot destroy sickness, and it would be absurd to fry.
Then classify sickness and error as our Master did, when he spoke of the sick, "whom Satan hath
bound," and find a sovereign antidote for error in the life-giving power of Truth acting on human
belief, a power which opens the prison doors to such as are bound, and sets the captive free
physically and morally.

SH 420:2-4

There is no metastasis, no stoppage of harmonious action, no paralysis. Truth not error, Love not
hate, Spirit not matter, governs man.

SH 480:13-14

Harmonious action proceeds from Spirit, God.

SH117:29

Jesus bade his disciples beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees, which he
defined as human doctrines. His parable of the "leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three
measures of meal, till the whole was leavened," impels the inference that the spiritual leaven
signifies the Science of Christ and its spiritual interpretation, — an inference far above the merely
ecclesiastical and formal applications of the illustration.

SH118:10

Ages pass, but this leaven of Truth is ever at work. It must destroy the entire mass of error, and so be
eternally glorified in man's spiritual freedom.

SH 283:4

Mind is the source of all movement, and there is no inertia to retard or check its perpetual and
harmonious action. Mind is the same Life, Love, and wisdom "yesterday, and to-day, and forever."
Matter and its effects — sin, sickness, and death — are states of mortal mind which act, react, and
then come to a stop. They are not facts of Mind. They are not ideas, but illusions. Principle is
absolute. It admits of no error, but rests upon understanding.

239:13-15,23

The watchword of Christian Science is Scriptural: "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts."

Mortal mind is the acknowledged seat of human motives. It forms material concepts and
produces every discordant action of the body. If action proceeds from the divine Mind, action is
harmonious. If it comes from erring mortal mind, it is discordant and ends in sin, sickness, death.
Those two opposite sources never mingle in fount or stream. The perfect Mind sends forth
perfection, for God is Mind. Imperfect mortal mind sends forth its own resemblances, of which the
wise man said, "All is vanity."

SH 254:10-12

When we wait patiently on God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path.

SH 260:31

If we look to the body for pleasure, we find pain; for Life, we find death; for Truth, we find error; for
Spirit, we find its opposite, matter. Now reverse this action. Look away from the body into Truth and
Love, the Principle of all happiness, harmony, and immortality. Hold thought steadfastly to the
enduring, the good, and the frue, and you will bring these intfo your experience proportionably to
their occupancy of your thoughts.



SH210:11

Knowing that Soul and its attributes were forever manifested through man, the Master healed the
sick, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet to the lame, thus bringing to light the
scientific action of the divine Mind on human minds and bodies and giving a better understanding
of Soul and salvation. Jesus healed sickness and sin by one and the same metaphysical process.
SH 454:17

Love for God and man is the true incentive in both healing and teaching. Love inspires, illumines,
designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength and freedom
to speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar of Truth. Wait patiently for divine Love to move
upon the waters of mortal mind, and form the perfect concept. Patience must "have her perfect
work."

SH 21:9

If the disciple is advancing spiritually, he is striving to enter in. He constantly turns away from
material sense, and looks towards the imperishable things of Spirit. If honest, he will be in earnest
from the start, and gain a little each day in the right direction, fill at last he finishes his course with
joy.



