Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago
Wednesday Evening Meeting, September 17, 2014

TOPIC How is it that clarity is an essential quality of man’s being?
HYMNS 19 230 14

THE BIBLE

[sa. 49:5, 6 (to 1st,), 61

shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength? And he said, ... I will
give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.
Job 11:13-19

If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him; If iniquity be in thine hand,
put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For then shalt thou lift up thy face
without spot; yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear: Because thou shalt forget thy misery,
and remember it as waters that pass away: And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday; thou
shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning. And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope;
yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety. Also thou shalt lie down, and
none shall make thee afraid;

Ps. 27:1

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; of
whom shall I be afraid?

[ Sam. 16:1, 4 Samuel (to.), 5-13 3rd And (to 1st.)

And the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him
from reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Beth-
lehemite: for | have provided me a king among his sons. ... Samuel did that which the Lord spake,
and came to Beth-lehem. ... And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice.
And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the
youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for
we will not sit down till he come hither. And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and
withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for
this is he. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the
spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward.

II Sam. 23:1-4

Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up
on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, The spirit of the
Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue. The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake
to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he shall be as the light of
the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing
out of the earth by clear shining after rain.

[sa. 60:1-5

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee,
and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the
brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves
together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy
side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because
the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto
thee.

Isa. 60:15, 18-22



Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, I will make thee
an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations. ... Violence shall no more be heard in thy land,
wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates
Praise. The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light
unto thee: but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun
shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine
everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. Thy people also shall be all
righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands,
that I may be glorified. A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: I the
Lord will hasten it in his time.

Heb. 1:1-3; 2:3-9

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express
image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; How shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation?

I Thess. 5:5-8

Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of
darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they that
sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, who are of
the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of
salvation.

Eph. 5:1, 2, 8

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us,
... For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES

By Mary Baker Eddy

SH 266:27-5 (to 1st.)

Man is the idea of Spirit; he reflects the beatific presence, illuming the universe with light. Man is
deathless, spiritual. He is above sin or frailty. He does not cross the barriers of time into the vast
forever of Life, but he coexists with God and the universe.

Every object in material thought will be destroyed, but the spiritual idea, whose substance is in
Mind, is eternal. The offspring of God start not from matter or ephemeral dust. They are in and of
Spirit, divine Mind, and so forever continue.

SH 551:24-26 Darkness

Darkness and doubt encompass thought, so long as it bases creation on materiality.

SH 191:8

As a material, theoretical life-basis is found to be a misapprehension of existence, the spiritual
and divine Principle of man dawns upon human thought, and leads it to “where the young child
was,” — even to the birth of a new-old idea, to the spiritual sense of being and of what Life
includes. Thus the whole earth will be transformed by Truth on its pinions of light, chasing away
the darkness of error.

SH 479:23

Darkness and chaos are the imaginary opposites of light, understanding, and eternal harmony,
and they are the elements of nothingness.

SH 503:12



Divine Science, the Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, “God is All-in-all,”
and the light of ever-present Love illumines the universe. Hence the eternal wonder, — that
infinite space is peopled with God’s ideas, reflecting Him in countless spiritual forms.

SH 300:28-302:8

The universe reflects and expresses the divine substance or Mind; therefore God is seen only in
the spiritual universe and spiritual man, as the sun is seen in the ray of light which goes out from
it. God is revealed only in that which reflects Life, Truth, Love, — yea, which manifests God’s
attributes and power, even as the human likeness thrown upon the mirror, repeats the color,
form, and action of the person in front of the mirror.

Few persons comprehend what Christian Science means by the word reflection. To himself,
mortal and material man seems to be substance, but his sense of substance involves error and
therefore is material, temporal.

On the other hand, the immortal, spiritual man is really substantial, and reflects the eternal
substance, or Spirit, which mortals hope for. He reflects the divine, which constitutes the only real
and eternal entity. This reflection seems to mortal sense transcendental, because the spiritual
man’s substantiality transcends mortal vision and is revealed only through divine Science.

As God is substance and man is the divine image and likeness, man should wish for, and in reality
has, only the substance of good, the substance of Spirit, not matter. The belief that man has any
other substance, or mind, is not spiritual and breaks the First Commandment, Thou shalt have
one God, one Mind. Mortal man seems to himself to be material substance, while man is “image”
(idea). Delusion, sin, disease, and death arise from the false testimony of material sense, which,
from a supposed standpoint outside the focal distance of infinite Spirit, presents an inverted
image of Mind and substance with everything turned upside down. Principle is not to be found in
fragmentary ideas.

The material body and mind are temporal, but the real man is spiritual and eternal. The identity
of the real man is not lost, but found through this explanation; for the conscious infinitude of
existence and of all identity is thereby discerned and remains unchanged.

SH 215:15

We are sometimes led to believe that darkness is as real as light; but Science affirms darkness to
be only a mortal sense of the absence of light, at the coming of which darkness loses the
appearance of reality. So sin and sorrow, disease and death, are the suppositional absence of Life,
God, and flee as phantoms of error before truth and love.

SH 418:29

Tumors, ulcers, tubercles, inflammation, pain, deformed joints, are waking dream-shadows, dark
images of mortal thought, which flee before the light of Truth.

SH 215:22

With its divine proof, Science reverses the evidence of material sense. Every quality and condition
of mortality is lost, swallowed up in immortality. Mortal man is the antipode of immortal man in
origin, in existence, and in his relation to God.

SH 302:14

Continuing our definition of man, let us remember that harmonious and immortal man has
existed forever, and is always beyond and above the mortal illusion of any life, substance, and
intelligence as existent in matter. This statement is based on fact, not fable. The Science of being
reveals man as perfect, even as the Father is perfect, because the Soul, or Mind, of the spiritual
man is God, the divine Principle of all being, and because this real man is governed by Soul
instead of sense, by the law of Spirit, not by the so-called laws of matter.

SH 510:27-1

Light is a symbol of Mind, of Life, Truth, and Love, and not a vitalizing property of matter. Science
reveals only one Mind, and this one shining by its own light and governing the universe, including
man, in perfect harmony.



