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Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago

TOPIC: Where is man placed? (There are 50 million displaced people in the world as per
the United Nations report last month, forced from their homes due to ethnic persecution, war
and fear of violence against family members.)

HYMNS 125 44 181

THE BIBLE (TNRSV)

Psalm 84

1How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!

2My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.

3Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord
of hosts, my King and my God.

4Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise.

5Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

7They go from strength to strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

80 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob!

9Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed.

10For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than live in the tents of wickedness.

11For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor. No good thing does the Lord withhold from those
who walk uprightly.

120 Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you.

Deut 8

1This entire commandment that I command you today you must diligently observe, so that you may live and increase,
and go in and occupy the land that the Lord promised on oath to your ancestors.

2Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, in order to humble
you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commandments.

3He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor your ancestors
were acquainted, in order to make you understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of the Lord.

4The clothes on your back did not wear out and your feet did not swell these forty years.

5Know then in your heart that as a parent disciplines a child so the Lord your God disciplines you.

6Therefore keep the commandments of the Lord your God, by walking in his ways and by fearing him.

7For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with springs and underground
waters welling up in valleys and hills,

8a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey,

9a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from
whose hills you may mine copper.

10You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that he has given you.

11Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his
statutes, which | am commanding you today.

12When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them,

13and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied,

14then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery,

15who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He
made water flow for you from flint rock,

16and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in
the end to do you good.

17Do not say to yourself, "My power and the might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth."

18But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant
that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.

Ezekiel 37

21Thus says the Lord God: I will take the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather
them from every quarter, and bring them to their own land.



221 will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all. Never
again shall they be two nations, and never again shall they be divided into two kingdoms.

23They shall never again defile themselves with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their
transgressions. | will save them from all the apostasies into which they have fallen, and will cleanse them. Then they
shall be my people, and I will be their God.

261 will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; and I will bless them and
multiply them, and will set my sanctuary among them forevermore.

27My dwelling place shall be with them; and [ will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Luke 12

23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.

24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of
how much more value are you than the birds!

25And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?

27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these.

28But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much
more will he clothe you—you of little faith!

29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying.

30For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them.

31 Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.

Psalm 26

80 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, and the place where your glory abides.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES

By Mary Baker Eddy

SH 332:4-5

Father-Mother is the name for Deity, which indicates His tender relationship to His spiritual creation.

SH 322:26-29

The sharp experiences of belief in the supposititious life of matter, as well as our disappointments and ceaseless woes,
turn us like tired children to the arms of divine Love.

SH 133:8

In Egypt, it was Mind which saved the Israelites from belief in the plagues. In the wilderness, streams flowed from the
rock, and manna fell from the sky. The Israelites looked upon the brazen serpent, and straightway believed that they
were healed of the poisonous stings of vipers. In national prosperity, miracles attended the successes of the Hebrews;
but when they departed from the true idea, their demoralization began. Even in captivity among foreign nations, the
divine Principle wrought wonders for the people of God in the fiery furnace and in kings’ palaces.

SH 514:26-28

Understanding the control which Love held over all, Daniel felt safe in the lions’ den, and Paul proved the viper to be
harmless.

SH 135:17

There is to-day danger of repeating the offence of the Jews by limiting the Holy One of Israel and asking: “Can God
furnish a table in the wilderness?” What cannot God do?

SH 507:3

Spirit duly feeds and clothes every object, as it appears in the line of spiritual creation, thus tenderly expressing the
fatherhood and motherhood of God. Spirit names and blesses all. Without natures particularly defined, objects and
subjects would be obscure, and creation would be full of nameless offspring, — wanderers from the parent Mind,
strangers in a tangled wilderness.

SH 597:16

Wilderness. Loneliness; doubt; darkness. Spontaneity of thought and idea; the vestibule in which a material sense of
things disappears, and spiritual sense unfolds the great facts of existence.

SH 566:1

As the children of Israel were guided triumphantly through the Red Sea, the dark ebbing and flowing tides of human
fear, — as they were led through the wilderness, walking wearily through the great desert of human hopes, and
anticipating the promised joy, — so shall the spiritual idea guide all right desires in their passage from sense to Soul,
from a material sense of existence to the spiritual, up to the glory prepared for them who love God. Stately Science
pauses not, but moves before them, a pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, leading to divine heights.

SH 238:29-4, 11

To reconstruct timid justice and place the fact above the falsehood, is the work of time.



The cross is the central emblem of history. It is the lodestar in the demonstration of Christian healing, — the
demonstration by which sin and sickness are destroyed. The sects, which endured the lash of their predecessors, in
their turn lay it upon those who are in advance of creeds.

The wicked man is not the ruler of his upright neighbor. Let it be understood that success in error is defeat in Truth. The
watchword of Christian Science is Scriptural: “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts.”
SH 244:7-18

If we were to derive all our conceptions of man from what is seen between the cradle and the grave, happiness and
goodness would have no abiding-place in man, and the worms would rob him of the flesh; but Paul writes: “The law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.”

Man undergoing birth, maturity, and decay is like the beasts and vegetables, — subject to laws of decay. If man were
dust in his earliest stage of existence, we might admit the hypothesis that he returns eventually to his primitive
condition; but man was never more nor less than man.

SH 72:9-17 As, 21-23

As light destroys darkness and in the place of darkness all is light, so (in absolute Science) Soul, or God, is the only truth-
giver to man. Truth destroys mortality, and brings to light immortality. Mortal belief (the material sense of life) and
immortal Truth (the spiritual sense) are the tares and the wheat, which are not united by progress, but separated.
Perfection is not expressed through imperfection.

God, good, being ever present, it follows in divine logic that evil, the suppositional opposite of good, is never present.
SH 504:12-14 there

... there is no place where God’s light is not seen, since Truth, Life, and Love fill immensity and are ever-present.

SH 576:21

This kingdom of God “is within you,” — is within reach of man’s consciousness here, and the spiritual idea reveals it. In
divine Science, man possesses this recognition of harmony consciously in proportion to his understanding of God.

SH 576:26-4

The term Lord, as used in our version of the Old Testament, is often synonymous with Jehovah, and expresses the
Jewish concept, not yet elevated to deific apprehension through spiritual transfiguration. Yet the word gradually
approaches a higher meaning. This human sense of Deity yields to the divine sense, even as the material sense of
personality yields to the incorporeal sense of God and man as the infinite Principle and infinite idea, — as one Father
with His universal family, held in the gospel of Love.



