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Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago 
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 
 
TOPIC: why is church valuable? 
 
HYMNS: 261    176    264  
 
The organization of this reading is unusual. The definition of Church found in Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy will be used as a framework. Each line of the definition will be 
considered with its own small section of readings from The Bible and Science and Health. First the full 
definition was read. 
 
SH 583:12-19 
CHURCH. The structure of Truth and Love; whatever rests upon and proceeds from divine Principle.  
The Church is that institution, which affords proof of its utility and is found elevating the race, rousing 
the dormant understanding from material beliefs to the apprehension of spiritual ideas and the 
demonstration of divine Science, thereby casting out devils, or error, and healing the sick.  
 
“the structure of Truth and Love;” 
Matt. 22:34-40  
34¶… when the Pharisees had heard that (Jesus) had put the Sadducees to silence, they were 
gathered together. 
35Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, 
36Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 
37Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind. 
38This is the first and great commandment. 
39And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
40On these two commandments hang all the law and prophets. 
SH 3:32-4:11 
While the heart is far from divine Truth and Love, we cannot conceal the ingratitude of barren lives. 
What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience, 
meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our Master and follow his example, 
is our proper debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our gratitude for all that he has done. 
Outward worship is not of itself sufficient to express loyal and heartfelt gratitude, since he has said: "If 
ye love me, keep my commandments."  
SH 35:19-20 
Our church is built on the divine Principle, Love.  
SH 225:5-13 
You may know when first Truth leads by the fewness and faithfulness of its followers. Thus it is that the 
march of time bears onward freedom's banner. The powers of this world will fight, and will command 
their sentinels not to let truth pass the guard until it subscribes to their systems; but Science, heeding 
not the pointed bayonet, marches on. There is always some tumult, but there is a rallying to truth's 
standard.  
SH 15:18-20 
We must resolve to take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to work and watch for wisdom, 
Truth, and Love.  
 
“whatever rests upon or proceeds from divine Principle” 
Matt. 16:13-20 
13¶When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying,  
15 Whom say ye that I am? 
16And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
17And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
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18And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 
SH 137:26-138:9 
Before this the impetuous disciple had been called only by his common names, Simon Bar-jona, or son 
of Jona; but now the Master gave him a spiritual name in these words: "And I say also unto thee, That 
thou art Peter; and upon this rock [the meaning of the Greek word petros, or stone] I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell [hades, the under-world, or the grave] shall not prevail against it." In 
other words, Jesus purposed founding his society, not on the personal Peter as a mortal, but on the 
God-power which lay behind Peter's confession of the true Messiah. It was now evident to Peter that 
divine Life, Truth, and Love, and not a human personality, was the healer of the sick and a rock, a firm 
foundation in the realm of harmony.  
SH 351:8-15 
The author became a member of the orthodox Congregational Church in early years. Later she 
learned that her own prayers failed to heal her as did the prayers of her devout parents and the 
church; but when the spiritual sense of the creed was discerned in the Science of Christianity, this 
spiritual sense was a present help. It was the living, palpitating presence of Christ, Truth, which  
healed the sick.  
SH 332:9-11 
Christ is the true idea voicing good, the divine message from God to men speaking to the human 
consciousness.  
SH 45:17-21 
Christ hath rolled away the stone from the door of human hope and faith, and through the reve- lation 
and demonstration of life in God, hath elevated them to possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of 
man and his divine Principle, Love.  
SH 361:4-5 
Christ, as the true spiritual idea, is the ideal of God now and forever, here and everywhere.  
 
“affords proof of its utility and is found elevating the race,” 
Isa. 40:4,5 
4Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough places plain: 
5And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. 
Isa. 40:8-10 
8The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. 
9¶O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest 
good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold 
your God! 
10Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is 
with him, and his work before him. 
SH 556:13-24 
Christian Science may absorb the attention of sage and philosopher, but the Christian alone can 
fathom it. It is made known most fully to him who understands best the divine Life. Did the origin and 
the enlightenment of the race come from the deep sleep which fell upon Adam? Sleep is darkness, 
but God's creative mandate was, "Let there be light." In sleep, cause and effect are mere illusions. 
They seem to be something, but are not. Oblivion and dreams, not realities, come with sleep. Even so 
goes on the Adam-belief, of which mortal and material life is the dream.  
SH 571:7-21 
It requires the spirit of our blessed Master to tell a man his faults, and so risk human displeasure for the 
sake of doing right and benefiting our race. Who is telling mankind of the foe in ambush? Is the 
informer one who sees the foe? If so, listen and be wise. Escape from evil, and designate those as 
unfaithful stewards who have seen the danger and yet have given no warning. At all times and under 
all circumstances, overcome evil with good. Know thyself, and God will supply  
the wisdom and the occasion for a victory over evil. Clad in the panoply of Love, human hatred 
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cannot reach you. The cement of a higher humanity will unite all interests in the one  
divinity.  
 
“rousing the dormant understanding from material beliefs to the apprehension of spiritual ideas.” 
James 1:19-21 
19 … my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 
20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 
21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the 
engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 
James 1:22-25, 27 
22… be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face 
in a glass: 
24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he 
was. 
25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 
27Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
SH 138:18-25 
Christians are under as direct orders now, as they were then, to be Christlike, to possess the Christ-spirit, 
to follow the Christ-example, and to heal the sick as well as the sinning. It is easier for Christianity to 
cast out sickness than sin, for the sick are more willing to part with pain than are sinners to give up the 
sinful, so-called pleasure of the senses.  
SH 131:13-25 
Must Christian Science come through the Christian churches as some persons insist? This Science has 
come already, after the manner of God's appointing, but the churches seem not ready to re- ceive it, 
according to the Scriptural saying, "He came unto his own, and his own received him not." As 
aforetime, the spirit of the Christ, which taketh away the ceremonies and doctrines of men, is not 
accepted until the hearts of men are made ready for it.  
SH 35:20-25 
We can unite with this church only as we are new- born of Spirit, as we reach the Life which is Truth 
and the Truth which is Life by bringing forth the fruits of Love, — casting out error and healing the sick.  
 
“the demonstration of divine Science, thereby casting out devils, or error, and healing the sick.” 
James 5:13 (to 1st ?), 14,15 (to ;) 
13Is any among you afflicted? 
14Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 
15And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; 
SH 136:1-8 
Jesus established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual foundation of Christ-healing. He 
taught his followers that his religion had a divine Principle, which would cast out error and heal both 
the sick and the sinning. He claimed no intelligence, action, nor life separate from God. Despite the 
persecution this brought upon him, he used his divine power to save men both bodily and spiritually.  
SH 41:14-21 
The proofs of Truth, Life, and Love, which Jesus gave by casting out error and healing the sick, 
completed his earthly mission; but in the Christian Church this demonstration of healing was early lost, 
about three centuries after the crucifixion. No ancient school of philosophy, materia medica, or 
scholastic theology ever taught or demonstrated the divine healing of absolute Science.  
SH 28:9-14 
While respecting all that is good in the Church or out of it, one's consecration to Christ is more on the 
ground of demonstration than of profession. In conscience, we cannot hold to beliefs outgrown; and 
by understanding more of the divine Principle of the deathless Christ, we are enabled to heal the sick 
and to triumph over sin.  
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SH 37:16-17, 20-30  
When will Jesus' professed followers learn to emulate him in all his ways and to imitate mighty works? 
May the Christians of to-day take up the more practical import of that career!  
SH 516:16-19 2nd The 
The sunlight glints from the church-dome, glances into the prison-cell, glides into the sick-chamber, 
brightens the flower, beautifies the landscape, blesses the earth.  


