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Seventeen Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago 
Wednesday, March 19, 2014 
 
TOPIC: What is the spiritual basis of generosity? 
 
HYMNS:  217   163   266  
 
THE BIBLE 
Ps. 69:16 
16Hear me, O Lord; for thy lovingkindness is good: turn unto me according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies. 
I Sam. 18:6-17, 29, 30 
6And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that 
the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with 
joy, and with instruments of music. 
7And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands. 
8And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have ascribed unto David 
ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the 
kingdom? 
9And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 
10¶And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he 
prophesied in the midst of the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times: and there was 
a javelin in Saul's hand. 
11And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David avoided 
out of his presence twice. 
12¶And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, and was departed from Saul. 
13Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him his captain over a thousand;  
17Saul said, Let not mine hand be upon him, but let the hand of the Philistines be upon him. 
29And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and Saul became David's enemy continually. 
30Then the princes of the Philistines went forth: and it came to pass, after they went forth, that David 
behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul; 
I Sam. 23:14 
14And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, …. And Saul sought him every day, but God 
delivered him not into his hand. 
I Sam. 24:1-12, 16-20 
1And it came to pass, … that it was told (Saul), saying, Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi. 
2Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to seek David and his men 
upon the rocks of the wild goats. 
3And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet: 
and David and his men remained in the sides of the cave. 
4And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the Lord said unto thee, Behold, I will 
deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then 
David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily. 
5And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt. 
6And he said unto his men, The Lord forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the Lord's 
anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord. 
7So David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose 
up out of the cave, and went on his way. 
8David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried after Saul, saying, My lord the king. 
And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed himself. 
9¶And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men's words, saying, Behold, David seeketh thy 
hurt? 
10Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the Lord had delivered thee to-day into mine hand 
in the cave: and some bade me kill thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will not put forth mine 
hand against my lord; for he is the Lord's anointed. 
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11Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the skirt of thy 
robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, 
and I have not sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take it. 
12The Lord judge between me and thee, and the Lord avenge me of thee: but mine hand shall not 
be upon thee. 
16¶And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul 
said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. 
17And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I: for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I 
have rewarded thee evil. 
18And thou hast shewed this day how that thou hast dealt well with me: forasmuch as when the Lord 
had delivered me into thine hand, thou killedst me not. 
19For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well away? wherefore the Lord reward thee good for 
that thou hast done unto me this day. 
20And now, behold, I know well that thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be 
established in thine hand. 
Matt. 5:7 
7Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
 
 
SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES 
By Mary Baker Eddy 
SH 257:24-27 
Who hath found finite life or love sufficient to meet the demands of human want and woe, — to still 
the desires, to satisfy the aspirations. 
SH 450:1-14 
There is a large class of thinkers whose bigotry and conceit twist every fact to suit themselves. 
Their creed teaches belief in a mysterious, supernatural God, and in a natural, all-powerful devil. 
Another class, still more unfortunate, are so depraved that they appear to be innocent. They utter a 
falsehood, while looking you blandly in the face, and they never fail to stab their benefactor in the 
back. A third class of thinkers build with solid masonry. They are sincere, generous, noble, and are 
therefore open to the approach and recognition of Truth. To teach Christian Science to such as these 
is no task. They do not incline longingly to error, whine over the demands of Truth, nor play the traitor 
for place and power. 
SH 58:7-16 
Unselfish ambition, noble life-motives, and purity, — these constituents of thought, mingling, constitute 
individually and collectively true happiness, strength, and permanence. There is moral freedom in Soul. 
Never contract the horizon of a worthy outlook by the selfish exaction of all another's time and 
thoughts. With additional joys, benevolence should grow more diffusive. 
SH 63:23-27 
A feasible as well as rational means of improvement at present is the elevation of society in general 
and the achievement of a nobler race for legislation, — a race having higher aims and  
motives. 
SH 454:19-24 
Right motives give pinions to thought, and strength and freedom to speech and action. Love is 
priestess at the altar of Truth.  
SH 494:11-14 
It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the divine power to heal only for a select number or 
for a limited period of time, since to all mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good. 
SH 94:3-11 
Man reflects infinite Truth, Life, and Love. The nature of man, thus understood, includes all that is 
implied by the terms "image" and "likeness" as used in Scripture. The truly Christian and scientific 
statement of personality and of the relation of man to God, with the demonstration which 
accompanied it, incensed the rabbis, and they said: "Crucify him, crucify him . . . by our law he ought 
to die, because he made himself the Son of God." 
SH 36:14-29 
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The earthly price of spirituality in a material age and the great moral distance between Christianity 
and sensualism preclude Christian Science from finding favor with the worldly‐  
minded. A selfish and limited mind may be unjust, but the unlimited and divine Mind is the immortal 
law of justice as well as of mercy. It is quite as impossible for sinners to receive their full punishment this 
side of the grave as for this world to bestow on the righteous their full reward. It is useless to suppose 
that the wicked can gloat over their offences to the last moment and then be suddenly pardoned 
and pushed into heaven, or that the hand of Love is satisfied with giving us only toil, sacrifice, cross-
bearing, multiplied trials, and mockery of our motives in return for our efforts at well doing. 
SH 188:4-10 
The belief of sin, which has grown terrible in strength and influence, is an unconscious error in the 
beginning, — an embryonic thought without motive; but afterwards it governs the so-called man. 
Passion, depraved appetites, dishonesty, envy, hatred, revenge ripen into action, only to pass from 
shame and woe to their final punishment. 
SH 238:1-5 
Motives and acts are not rightly valued before they are understood. It is well to wait till those whom 
you would benefit are ready for the blessing, for Science is working changes in personal character as 
well as in the material universe. 
SH 447:5-11 
In mental practice you must not forget that erring human opinions, conflicting selfish motives, and 
ignorant attempts to do good may render you incapable of knowing or judging accurately the need 
of your fellow-men. Therefore the rule is, heal the sick when called upon for aid, and save the victims 
of the mental assassins. 
SH 451:25 
All mental malpractice arises from ignorance or malice aforethought. It is the injurious action of one 
mortal mind controlling another from wrong motives, and it is practised either with a mistaken or a 
wicked purpose.  
SH 442:30-32 
Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice cannot harm you either when 
asleep or when awake.  
SH 452:5-6  
Incorrect reasoning leads to practical error. The wrong thought should be arrested before it has a  
chance to manifest itself. 
SH 336:4-8 
Good never enters into evil, the unlimited into the limited, the eternal into the temporal, nor the 
immortal into mortality. The divine Ego, or individuality, is reflected in all spiritual individuality from the 
infinitesimal to the infinite. 
SH 257:27-29 
Infinite Mind cannot be limited to a finite form, or Mind would lose its infinite character as inexhaustible 
Love, eternal Life, omnipotent Truth. 
SH 326:16-17, 20-22 
The purpose and motive to live aright can be gained now … Working and praying with true motives, 
your Father will open the way."Who did hinder you, that ye should not obey the truth?" 
 
  
 


