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Wednesday, December 3, 2013 
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago 
 
TOPIC: Why is accident not cause? 
 
HYMNS  189   326   430     
 
THE BIBLE 
Ps. 37:23,24 
23The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way. 
24Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 
Job 1:1-3, 13-20, 22-2:0 
1There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, 
and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 
2And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters. 
3His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of 
oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all 
the men of the east. 
14And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding 
beside them: 
15And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the 
edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 
16While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, 
and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone 
to tell thee. 
17While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three 
bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the 
edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 
18While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were 
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 
19And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the 
house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 
20Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and 
worshipped, 
22In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 
Luke 4:1, 2, 9-15, 16-21, 29-32 
1And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, 
2Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were 
ended, he afterward hungered. 
9And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If 
thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 
10For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee: 
11And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
12And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
13And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season. 
14¶And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him 
through all the region round about. 
15And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 
16¶And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 
17And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the 
book, he found the place where it was written, 
18The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
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19To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
20And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all 
them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
21And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 
28And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 
29And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city 
was built, that they might cast him down headlong. 
30But he passing through the midst of them went his way, 
31And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days. 
32And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power. 
Luke 13:1-5 
1There were present at that season some that told (Jesus) of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. 
2And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the 
Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? 
3I tell you, Nay 
4Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners 
above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 
5I tell you, Nay:  
Ps. 56:10-13 
10In God will I praise his word: in the Lord will I praise his word. 
11In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me. 
12Thy vows are upon me, O God: I will render praises unto thee. 
13For thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk 
before God in the light of the living? 
Ps. 145:14 
14The Lord upholdeth all that fall,  
 
 
SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES 
By Mary Baker Eddy 
 
SH 103:25-28 
The truths of immortal Mind sustain man, and they annihilate the fables of mortal mind, whose flimsy 
and gaudy pretensions, like silly moths, singe their own wings and fall into dust. 
SH 155:15-16, 21-25 
The universal belief in physics weighs against the high and mighty truths of Christian metaphysics. The 
human mind acts more powerfully to offset the discords of matter and the ills of flesh, in proportion as it 
puts less weight into the material or fleshly scale and more weight  
into the spiritual scale. 
SH 154:24-155:2,  
That mother is not a Christian Scientist, and her affections need better guidance, who says to her child: 
"You look sick," "You look tired," "You need rest," or "You need medicine." Such a mother runs to her little 
one, who thinks she has hurt her face by falling on the carpet, and says, moaning  
more childishly than her child, "Mamma knows you are hurt." The better and more successful method 
for any mother to adopt is to say: "Oh, never mind! You're not hurt, so don't think you are." Presently the 
child forgets all about the accident, and is at play.  
SH 192:32-193:31 
I was called to visit Mr. Clark in Lynn, who had been confined to his bed six months with hip-disease, 
caused by a fall upon a wooden spike when quite a boy. On entering the house I met his physician, 
who said that the patient was dying. The physician had just probed the ulcer on the hip, and said the 
bone was carious for several inches. He even showed me the probe, which  
had on it the evidence of this condition of the bone.The doctor went out. Mr. Clark lay with his eyes 
fixed and sightless. The dew of death was on his brow. I went to his bedside. In a few moments his face 
changed; its death-pallor gave place to a natural hue.The eyelids closed gently and the breathing 
became natural; he was asleep.In about ten minutes he opened his eyes and  
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said: "I feel like a new man. My suffering is all gone." It was between three and four o'clock in the 
afternoon when this took place. I told him to rise, dress himself, and take supper with his family. 
He did so.The next day I saw him in the yard.Since then I have not seen him, but am informed  
that he went to work in two weeks.The discharge from the sore stopped, and the sore was healed. 
The diseased condition had continued there ever since the injury was received in boyhood. 
Since his recovery I have been informed that his physician claims to have cured him, and that his 
mother has been threatened with incarceration in an insane asylum for saying: "It was none other than 
God and that woman who healed him." I cannot attest the truth of that report, but what I saw and did 
for that man, and what his physician said of the case, occurred just as I have  
narrated. 
SH 193:32-194:5 
It has been demonstrated to me that Life is God and that the might of omnipotent Spirit shares not its 
strength with matter or with human will. Reviewing this brief experience, I cannot fail to discern the 
coincidence of the spiritual idea of man with the divine Mind. 
SH 397:12-22 
When an accident happens, you think or exclaim, "I am hurt!" Your thought is more powerful than your 
words, more powerful than the accident itself, to make the injury real. Now reverse the process. 
Declare that you are not hurt and understand the reason why, and you will find the  
ensuing good effects to be in exact proportion to your disbelief in physics, and your fidelity to divine 
metaphysics, confidence in God as All, which the Scriptures declare Him to be. 
SH 424:5-11 
Accidents are unknown to God, or immortal Mind, and we must leave the mortal basis of belief  
and unite with the one Mind, in order to change the notion of chance to the proper sense of God's 
unerring direction and thus bring out harmony. Under divine Providence there can be no accidents, 
since there is no room for imperfection in perfection. 
SH 341:11-16 
In Christian Science mere opinion is valueless. Proof is essential to a due estimate of this subject. 
Sneers at the application of the word Science to Christianity cannot prevent that from being scien‐  
tific which is based on divine Principle, demonstrated according to a divine given rule, and subjected 
to proof. 
SH 342:16-18 
If Christianity is not scientific, and Science is not of God, then there is no invariable law, and truth 
becomes an accident. 
SH 232:4-8 
The beliefs we commonly entertain about happiness and life afford no scatheless and permanent 
evidence of either. Security for the claims of harmonious and eternal being is found only in divine 
Science. 
SH 306:21-29 
The myriad forms of mortal thought, made manifest as matter, are not more distinct nor real to the 
material senses than are the Soul-created forms to spiritual sense, which cognizes Life as per‐  
manent. Undisturbed amid the jarring testimony of the material senses, Science, still enthroned, is 
unfolding to mortals the immutable, harmonious, divine Principle,— is unfolding Life and the universe, 
ever present and eternal. 
 
 
 
  
 
 


