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Wednesday, December 10, 2013 
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago 
 
TOPIC: What is the power behind forgiveness? 
 
HYMNS 49   162   163   
 
THE BIBLE 
Col. 2:2  
2(may your) hearts… be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full 
assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God,  
Matt. 7:1-5 
1Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
2For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again. 
3And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in 
thine own eye? 
4Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is 
in thine own eye? 
5Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast 
out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 
Matt. 5:22-24 
22whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and 
whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, 
Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
23Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee; 
24Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother and then 
come and offer thy gift.  
Matt 18:23-35 
¶… the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants. 
24And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand 
talents. 
25But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
26The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all. 
27Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the 
debt. 
28But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred 
pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 
29And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee all. 
30And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 
31So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their 
lord all that was done. 
32Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all 
that debt, because thou desiredst me: 
33Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 
34And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto 
him. 
35So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his 
brother their trespasses. 
James 1:2-4, 8, 12-14, 23-26 
2My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
3Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 
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4But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
8A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways. 
12Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
13Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: 
14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 
23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face 
in a glass: 
24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he 
was. 
25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 
26If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own 
heart, this man's religion is vain. 
Ps. 86:1-6 
1Bow down thine ear, O Lord, hear me: for I am poor and needy. 
2Preserve my soul; for I am holy: O thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee. 
3Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto thee daily. 
4Rejoice the soul of thy servant: for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
5For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon 
thee. 
6Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my supplications. 
Luke 6:36-38 
36Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 
37Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and 
ye shall be forgiven: 
38Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again. 
 
SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES 
By Mary Baker Eddy 
SH 412:13-15 
The power of Christian Science and divine Love is omnipotent. It is indeed adequate to unclasp the 
hold and to destroy disease, sin, and death. 
SH 231:21-25 
To fear sin is to misunderstand the power of Love and the divine Science of being in man's rela‐ tion to 

God, — to doubt His government and distrust His omnipotent care. 
SH 257:22-29 
Finite mind manifests all sorts of errors, and thus proves the material theory of mind in matter to be the 
antipode of Mind. Who hath found finite life or love sufficient to meet the demands of human want 
and woe, — to still the desires, to satisfy the aspirations? Infinite Mind cannot be limited to a finite form, 
or Mind would lose its infinite character as inexhaustible Love, eternal Life, omnipotent Truth. 
SH 3:17-22 We 
We admit theoretically that God is good, omnipotent, omnipresent, infinite, and then we try to give 
information to this infinite Mind. We plead for unmerited pardon and for an outpouring of  
benefactions. 
SH 13:13-19 
Do we gain the omnipotent ear sooner by words than by thoughts? Even if prayer is sincere, God 
knows our need before we tell Him or our fellow-beings about it. If we cherish the desire hon‐  
estly and silently and humbly, God will bless it, and we shall incur less risk of overwhelming our real 
wishes with a torrent of words. 
SH 83:16-20 



	
   3	
  

The belief that the universe, including man, is governed in general by material laws, but that 
occasionally Spirit sets aside these laws, — this belief belittles omnipotent wisdom, and gives to matter 
the precedence over Spirit. 
SH 6:18-22 
To suppose that God forgives or punishes sin according as His mercy is sought or unsought, is to 
misunderstand Love and to make prayer the safety-valve for wrong-doing.  
SH 22:30-23:5 
Justice requires reformation of the sinner. Mercy cancels the debt only when justice approves. Wrath 
which is only appeased is not destroyed, but partially indulged. Wisdom and Love may require many 
sacrifices of self to save us from sin. One sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to  
pay the debt of sin. The atonement requires constant self-immolation on the sinner's part.  
SH 36:19-21 
A selfish and limited mind may be unjust, but the unlimited and divine Mind is the immortal law of 
justice as well as of mercy.  
SH 497:9-12 We 
We acknowledge God's forgiveness of sin in the destruction of sin and the spiritual understanding that 
casts out evil as unreal. But the belief in sin is punished so long as the belief lasts. 
SH 10:31-11:1, 10-11, 17-18, 22-27 
Do you ask wisdom to be merciful and not to punish sin? Then "ye ask amiss." Without punishment, sin 
would multiply. Broken law brings penalty in order to compel this progress. Truth bestows no pardon 
upon error, but wipes it out in the most effectual manner. We know that a desire for holiness is requisite 
in order to gain holiness; but if we desire holiness above all else, we shall sacrifice everything for it. We 
must be willing to do this, that we may walk securely in the only practical road to holiness. 
SH 444:13-20 
Students are advised by the author to be charitable and kind, not only towards differing forms of 
religion and medicine, but to those who hold these differing opinions. Let us be faithful in pointing the 
way through Christ, as we understand it, but let us also be careful always to "judge righteous 
judgment," and never to condemn rashly. "Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him 
the other also." 
SH 130:9-19 
It is unwise to doubt if reality is in perfect harmony with God, divine Principle, — if Science, when 
understood and demonstrated, will destroy all discord, — since you admit that God is omnipotent; for 
from this premise it follows that good and its sweet concords have all-power. 
Christian Science, properly understood, would disabuse the human mind of material beliefs which war 
against spiritual facts; and these material beliefs must be denied and cast out to make  
place for truth. 
 SH 16:27 (only), 17:2-3 Enable (to .), 6-7 1st forgive (to ;), 14-15 For 
Our Father-Mother God, all-harmonious, 
Enable us to know, — as in heaven, so on earth, — God is omnipotent, supreme.  
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
For God is infinite, all-power, all Life, Truth, Love, over all, and All.  
 
 


