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Human will is not our friend

Hymns:  349, 190, 457 
 !
The Bible
Ps. 40:4
4 Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor 
such as turn aside to lies.
 
Gen. 25:28-30 Isaac (to :), 31-34
Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob.
29 ¶ And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint:
30And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint:
31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright.
32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me?
33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his 
birthright unto Jacob.
34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and 
rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.
 
Gen. 27:1 (to 4th ,), 2, 3-11 go, 13-24, 26, 27, 30, 32-36, 38 Hast
1 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could 
not see,
2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death:
go out to the field, and take me some venison;
4 And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my 
soul may bless thee before I die.
5 And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to 
hunt for venison, and to bring it.
6 ¶ And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak 
unto Esau thy brother, saying,
7 Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before 
the Lord before my death.
8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee.
9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will 
make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth:
10 And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee 
before his death.
11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and 
I am a smooth man:
13 And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, 
and go fetch me them.
14 And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: and his mother made 
savoury meat, such as his father loved.
15 And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the 
house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son:



16 And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth 
of his neck:
17 And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the 
hand of her son Jacob.
18 ¶ And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I; who art 
thou, my son?
19 And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou 
badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.
20 And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? And 
he said, Because the Lord thy God brought it to me.
21 And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, 
whether thou be my very son Esau or not.
22 And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is 
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.
23 And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau’s 
hands: so he blessed him.
24 And he said, Art thou my very son Esau? And he said, I am.
26 And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son.
27 And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and 
blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the Lord 
hath blessed:
30 ¶ And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and 
Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his 
brother came in from his hunting.
32 And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy 
firstborn Esau.
33 And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where is he that hath taken 
venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have 
blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed.
34 And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding 
bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father.
35 And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing.
36 And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two 
times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. 
And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me?
Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my father. And Esau 
lifted up his voice, and wept.
     
Gen. 29:1
1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of the east.

Gen. 30:43
43 And the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maidservants, and 
menservants, and camels, and asses.

Ps. 25:1, 2 (to :), 7, 9-11
1 Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
2 O my God, I trust in thee:



7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy 
remember thou me for thy goodness’ sake, O Lord.
9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.
10 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and 
his testimonies.
11 For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.

Gen. 32:3-7 (to :), 9 (to ,), 10 (to 1st ;), 11, 13, 17, 18, 24-28
3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the 
country of Edom.
4 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy 
servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womenservants: and I 
have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and 
also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him.
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed:
9 ¶ And Jacob said,
10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast 
shewed unto thy servant;
11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear 
him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which came to his hand a 
present for Esau his brother;
17 And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and 
asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?
18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent unto my lord 
Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of 
the day.
25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his 
thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him.
26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, 
except thou bless me.
27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob.
28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast 
thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.

Gen. 33:1, 3-5, 8-10
1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred 
men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids.
3 And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until 
he came near to his brother.
4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: 
and they wept.
5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are 
those with thee? And he said, The children which God hath graciously given thy servant.



8 And he said, What meanest thou by all this drove which I met? And he said, These are 
to find grace in the sight of my lord.
9 And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou hast unto thyself.
10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive 
my present at my hand: for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the 
face of God, and thou wast pleased with me.

Ps. 25:21, 22
21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.
22 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.

Luke 8:40
40 And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly received him: 
for they were all waiting for him.

Luke 11:1-4
1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one 
of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.
2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.
3 Give us day by day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

Ps. 143:10
10 Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land 
of uprightness.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy
SH 341:11 (only)
In Christian Science mere opinion is valueless.

SH 192:6-9, 11-13
Human opinions are not spiritual. They come from the hearing of the ear, from 
corporeality instead of from Principle, and from the mortal instead of from the immortal.
Erring power is a material belief, a blind miscalled force, the offspring of will and not of 
wisdom, of the mortal mind and not of the immortal.

SH 206:10 (only)
Will-power is capable of all evil.
   
SH 446:27-30, 31-32
The exercise of will brings on a hypnotic state, detrimental to health and integrity of 
thought. This must therefore be watched and guarded against. ... Ignorance of the error 
to be eradicated oftentimes subjects you to its abuse.
 



SH 115:19-24
SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF MORTAL MIND
First Degree: Depravity.
Physical. Evil beliefs, passions and appetites, fear, depraved will, self-justification, pride, 
envy, deceit, hatred, revenge, sin, sickness, disease, death.

SH 489:24-25, 28-29
The corporeal senses are the only source of evil or error. ... Outside the material sense 
of things, all is harmony.

SH 144:11-16
The more material a belief, the more obstinately tenacious its error; the stronger are the 
manifestations of the corporeal senses, the weaker the indications of Soul.
Human will-power is not Science. Human will belongs to the so-called material senses, 
and its use is to be condemned.

SH 451:19-23
Every Christian Scientist, every conscientious teacher of the Science of Mind-healing, 
knows that human will is not Christian Science, and he must recognize this in order to 
defend himself from the influence of human will.

SH 185:32-10
A patient under the influence of mortal mind is healed only by removing the influence on 
him of this mind, by emptying his thought of the false stimulus and reaction of will-power 
and filling it with the divine energies of Truth.
Christian Science destroys material beliefs through the understanding of Spirit, and the 
thoroughness of this work determines health. Erring human mind-forces can work only 
evil under whatever name or pretence they are employed; for Spirit and matter, good 
and evil, light and darkness, cannot mingle.

SH 329:21-23, 26 If
There is no hypocrisy in Science. Principle is imperative. You cannot mock it by human 
will. Science is a divine demand, not a human. ... If men understood their real spiritual 
source to be all blessedness, they would struggle for recourse to the spiritual and be at 
peace; but the deeper the error into which mortal mind is plunged, the more intense the 
opposition to spirituality, till error yields to Truth.

SH 273:29-3
Science shows that material, conflicting mortal opinions and beliefs emit the effects of 
error at all times, but this atmosphere of mortal mind cannot be destructive to morals 
and health when it is opposed promptly and persistently by Christian Science. Truth and 
Love antidote this mental miasma, and thus invigorate and sustain existence.

SH 589:4
Jacob.  A corporeal mortal embracing duplicity, repentance, sensualism. Inspiration; the 
revelation of Science, in which the so-called material senses yield to the spiritual sense 
of Life and Love.



SH 115:19 (only), 25-27
SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF MORTAL MIND
... Second Degree: Evil beliefs disappearing.
Moral. Humanity, honesty, affection, compassion, hope, faith, meekness, temperance.

SH 9:17-18, 22
Dost thou “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind”? ... It involves the Science of Life, and recognizes only the divine control of Spirit, 
in which Soul is our master, and material sense and human will have no place.

SH 445:19-24
Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and illustrates the 
unlabored motion of the divine energy in healing the sick. Self-seeking, envy, passion, 
pride, hatred, and revenge are cast out by the divine Mind which heals disease.

SH 308:16-28
Jacob was alone, wrestling with error, — struggling with a mortal sense of life, 
substance, and intelligence as existent in matter with its false pleasures and pains, — 
when an angel, a message from Truth and Love, appeared to him and smote the sinew, 
or strength, of his error, till he saw its unreality; and Truth, being thereby understood, 
gave him spiritual strength in this Peniel of divine Science. Then said the spiritual 
evangel: “Let me go, for the day breaketh;” that is, the light of Truth and Love dawns 
upon thee. But the patriarch, perceiving his error and his need of help, did not loosen 
his hold upon this glorious light until his nature was transformed.

SH 403:14-20
You command the situation if you understand that mortal existence is a state of self-
deception and not the truth of being. Mortal mind is constantly producing on mortal body 
the results of false opinions; and it will continue to do so, until mortal error is deprived of 
its imaginary powers by Truth, which sweeps away the gossamer web of mortal illusion.

SH 115:19 (only)
SCIENTIFIC TRANSLATION OF MORTAL MIND
SH 116:1-5
Third Degree: Understanding.
Spiritual. Wisdom, purity, spiritual understanding, spiritual power, love, health, holiness.
In the third degree mortal mind disappears, and man as God’s image appears.

SH 309:7
The result of Jacob’s struggle thus appeared. He had conquered material error with the 
understanding of Spirit and of spiritual power. This changed the man. He was no longer 
called Jacob, but Israel, — a prince of God, or a soldier of God, who had fought a good 
fight. He was to become the father of those, who through earnest striving followed his 
demonstration of the power of Spirit over the material senses; and the children of earth 
who followed his example were to be called the children of Israel, until the Messiah 
should rename them. If these children should go astray, and forget that Life is God, 
good, and that good is not in elements which are not spiritual, — thus losing the divine 
power which heals the sick and sinning, — they were to be brought back through great 



tribulation, to be renamed in Christian Science and led to deny material sense, or mind 
in matter, even as the gospel teaches.

SH 251:15
We must learn how mankind govern the body, — whether through faith in hygiene, in 
drugs, or in will-power. We should learn whether they govern the body through a belief 
in the necessity of sickness and death, sin and pardon, or govern it from the higher 
understanding that the divine Mind makes perfect, acts upon the so-called human mind 
through truth, leads the human mind to relinquish all error, to find the divine Mind to be 
the only Mind, and the healer of sin, disease, death. This process of higher spiritual 
understanding improves mankind until error disappears, and nothing is left which 
deserves to perish or to be punished.

SH 193:32-2
It has been demonstrated to me that Life is God and that the might of omnipotent Spirit 
shares not its strength with matter or with human will.

SH 33:18-23
When the human element in him struggled with the divine, our great Teacher said: “Not 
my will, but Thine, be done!” — that is, Let not the flesh, but the Spirit, be represented in 
me. This is the new understanding of spiritual Love. It gives all for Christ, or Truth.
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