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Wednesday, January 23, 2013 
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist – Chicago, IL 
 
TOPIC: Abraham’s Trust in God 
 
HYMN   121 124  216 
 
Gen. 12:1-10 
1Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 
2And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be 
a blessing: 
3…and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 
4So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy 
and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 
5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had 
gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; 
and into the land of Canaan they came. 
7And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he 
an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him. 
9And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 
10¶And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine 
was grievous in the land. 
Gen. 13:1, 2 
1And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 
2And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 
Gen. 13:14-18 
14¶And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and 
look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 
15For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 
16And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, 
then shall thy seed also be numbered. 
17Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 
18Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and 
built there an altar unto the Lord. 
Gen. 15:1-6 
1the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward. 
2And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless,  
3Behold, to me thou hast given no seed:  
5And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able 
to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 
6And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 
Gen. 17:1-9, 15-17, 19 
1And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am 
the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 
2And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 
3And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 
5Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many 
nations have I made thee. 
6And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of 
thee. 
15¶And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall 
her name be. 
16And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of 
nations; kings of people shall be of her. 
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17Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him 
that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 
19   And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I 
will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 
Gen. 18:11-14 
11Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the 
manner of women. 
12Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord 
being old also? 
13And the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, 
which am old? 
14Is any thing too hard for the Lord? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time 
of life, and Sarah shall have a son. 
Gen. 21:1-3, 5-8,  
1And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken. 
2For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken 
to him. 
3And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 
5And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him. 
6¶And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me. 
7And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I 
have born him a son in his old age. 
8And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was 
weaned. 
Ps. 71:1-3, 5, 7, 8 
1In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust: let me never be put to confusion. 
2Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to escape: incline thine ear unto me, and save me. 
3Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: thou hast given commandment to 
save me; for thou art my rock and my fortress. 
5For thou art my hope, O Lord God: thou art my trust from my youth.  
7I am as a wonder unto many; but thou art my strong refuge. 
8Let my mouth be filled with thy praise and with thy honour all the day. 
 
SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES 
By Mary Baker Eddy 
SH 579:10-14 (a Glossary definition) 
ABRAHAM. Fidelity; faith in the divine Life and in the eternal Principle of being. This patriarch illustrated 
the purpose of Love to create trust in good, and showed the life-preserving power of  
spiritual understanding. 
SH 23:21-24:3 
In Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English, faith and the words corresponding thereto have these two 
definitions, trustfulness and trustworthiness. One kind of faith trusts one's welfare to others. Another kind 
of faith understands divine Love and how to work out one's "own salvation, with fear and trembling." 
"Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief!" expresses the helplessness of a blind faith; whereas the 
injunction, "Believe . . . and thou shalt be saved!" demands self-reliant trustworthiness, which includes 
spiritual understanding and confides all to God. The Hebrew verb to believe means also to be firm or to 
be constant. This certainly applies to Truth and Love  
understood and practised. Firmness in error will never save from sin, disease, and death. 
SH 15:30-31 
Trustworthiness is the foundation of enlightened faith. 
SH 23:17-20 
Faith, advanced to spiritual understanding, is the evidence gained from Spirit, which rebukes sin of every 
kind and establishes the claims of God. 
SH 582:1-2 (a Glossary definition) 
BELIEVING. Firmness and constancy; not a faltering nor a blind faith, but the perception of spiritual 
Truth. 
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SH 487:19-488:13 
Christian evidence is founded on Science or demonstrable Truth, flowing from immortal Mind, and there 
is in reality no such thing as mortal mind. Mere belief is blindness without Principle from which to explain 
the reason of its hope. The belief that life is sentient and intelligent matter is erroneous. The Hebrew and 
Greek words often translated belief differ somewhat in meaning from that conveyed by the English verb 
believe; they have more the significance of faith, understanding, trust, constancy, firmness. Hence the 
Scriptures often appear in our common version to approve and endorse belief, when they mean to 
enforce the necessity of understanding. 
SH 169:18-28 
Science not only reveals the origin of all disease as mental, but it also declares that all disease is cured 
by divine Mind. There can be no healing except by this Mind, however much we trust a drug or any other 
means towards which human faith or endeavor is directed. It is mortal mind, not matter, which brings to 
the sick whatever good they may seem to receive from materiality. 
But the sick are never really healed except by means of the divine power. Only the action of Truth, Life, 
and Love can give harmony. 
SH 393:16-394:4 
Be firm in your understanding that the divine Mind governs, and that in Science man reflects God's 
government. Have no fear that matter can ache, swell, and be inflamed as the result of a law  
of any kind, when it is self-evident that matter can have no pain nor inflammation. When Jesus declares 
that "the light of the body is the eye," he certainly means that light depends upon Mind, not upon the 
complex humors, lenses, muscles, the iris and pupil, constituting the visual organism. Man is never sick, 
for Mind is not sick and matter cannot be. A false belief is both the tempter and the tempted, the sin and 
the sinner, the disease and its cause. It is well to be calm in sickness; to be hopeful is still better; but to 
understand that sickness is not real and that Truth can destroy its seeming reality, is best of all, for this 
understanding is the universal and perfect remedy. 
SH 418:5-16 
Stick to the truth of being in contradistinction to the error that life, substance, or intelligence can be in 
matter. Plead with an honest conviction of truth and a clear perception of the unchanging, unerring, and 
certain effect of divine Science. Then, if your fidelity is half equal to the truth of your plea, you will heal 
the sick. It must be clear to you that sickness is no more the reality of than is sin. This mortal dream of 
sickness, sin, and death should cease through Christian Science. Then one disease would be as readily 
destroyed as another. 
SH 326:8-15 
All nature teaches God's love to man, but man cannot love God supremely and set his whole affections 
on spiritual things, while loving the material or trusting in it more than in the spiritual. 
We must forsake the foundation of material systems, however time-honored, if we would gain the Christ 
as our only Saviour. Not partially, but fully, the great healer of mortal mind is the healer of the body. 
SH 428:8-14 
To divest thought of false trusts and material evidences in order that the spiritual facts of being may 
appear, — this is the great attainment by means of which we shall sweep away the false and give place 
to the true. Thus we may establish in truth the temple, or body, "whose builder  
and maker is God." 
SH 444:10-12 
Step by step will those who trust Him find that "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble." 
 
 
 


