
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist
Readings for January 9, 2013     

Hymn 157, 251, 18

Topic:  Miracles are not miraculous, but normal, and natural, and necessary.

Isa. 41:10 10¶Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.

Num. 20:1 (to ;) 1Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into 
the desert of Zin in the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh;

Num 20:2, 4 2And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered 
themselves together against Moses and against Aaron.

4And why have ye brought up the congregation of the Lord into this wilderness, that we 
and our cattle should die there?

Num 20:6-9, 11 6And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the 
glory of the Lord appeared unto them.
7¶And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
8Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and 
speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt 
bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their 
beasts drink.
9And Moses took the rod from before the Lord, as he commanded him.

11And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water 
came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.

Ps. 46:1-5, 9, 10 1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea;
3Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the 
swelling thereof. 
4There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of 
the tabernacles of the most High.
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right 
early.

9He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth 
the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire.
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10Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted 
in the earth.

Gen. 17:15-19 15¶And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call 
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be.
16And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she 
shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her.
17Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be 
born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, 
bear?
18And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!
19And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his 
name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and 
with his seed after him.

Mark 6:34-44 34And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with 
compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he 
began to teach them many things.
35And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a 
desert place, and now the time is far passed:
36Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, 
and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat.
37He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall 
we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?
38He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew, 
they say, Five, and two fishes.
39And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass.
40And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties.
41And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, 
and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; 
and the two fishes divided he among them all.
42And they did all eat, and were filled.
43And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes.
44And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men.

Luke 9:1 1Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and 
authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.

Luke 10:1 1After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two 
and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

Luke 10:17-19 17¶And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils 
are subject unto us through thy name.
18And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.
19Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
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power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

Acts 3:1-8 1Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, 
being the ninth hour.
2And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at 
the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the 
temple;
3Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms.
4And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us.
5And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.
6Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.
7And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and 
ankle bones received strength.
8And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, 
and leaping, and praising God.

Acts 5:12 (to ;) 12¶And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders 
wrought among the people;

Acts 20:7-10, 12 7And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together 
to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued 
his speech until midnight.
8And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together.
9And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a 
deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down 
from the third loft, and was taken up dead.
10And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not 
yourselves; for his life is in him.

12And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted.

Heb. 11:3-5, 7-11, 23, 27, 32-34 3Through faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things 
which do appear.
4By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being 
dead yet speaketh.
5By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, 
because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that 
he pleased God.

7By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.
8By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after 
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receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
9By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in 
tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:
10For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
11Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was 
delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had 
promised.

32And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, 
and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:
33Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions,
34Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

SH 139:4-9 
From beginning to end, the Scriptures are full of accounts of the triumph of Spirit, Mind, 
over matter.

Moses proved the power of Mind by what men called miracles; so did Joshua, Elijah, 
and Elisha. The Christian era was ushered in with signs and wonders.

SH 333:19-26 Throughout all generations both before and after the Christian era, the 
Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some measure of 
power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth.Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and 
the prophets caught glorious glimpses of the Messiah, or Christ, which baptized these 
seers in the divine nature, the essence of Love.

SH 243:4-14 The divine Love, which made harmless the poisonous viper, which 
delivered men from the boiling oil, from the fiery furnace, from the jaws of the lion, can 
heal the sick in every age and triumph over sin and death. It crowned the 
demonstrations of Jesus with unsurpassed power and love. But the same "Mind . . . 
which was also in Christ Jesus" must always accompany the letter of Science in order to 
confirm and repeat the ancient demonstrations of prophets and apostles. 

SH xi:14-17 (to ,) 
Now, as then, these mighty works are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are 
the sign of Immanuel, or "God with us," — a divine influence ever present in human 
consciousness and repeating itself, 

SH 474:11-15 
Christian marvels (and marvel is the simple meaning of the Greek word rendered 
miracle in the New Testament) will be misunderstood and misused by many, until the 
glorious Principle of these marvels is gained.
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SH 135:6-8 
The miracle introduces no disorder, but unfolds the primal order, establishing the 
Science of God's unchangeable law. Spiritual evolution alone is worthy of the exercise 
of divine power.

SH 83:12-20 
Miracles are impossible in Science, and here Science takes issue with popular religions.
The scientific manifestation of power is from the divine nature and is not supernatural, 
since Science is an explication of nature. The belief that the universe, including man, is 
governed in general by material laws, but that occasionally Spirit sets aside these laws, 
— this belief belittles omnipotent wisdom, and gives to matter the precedence over 
Spirit.

SH 591:21-22 21miracle. That which is divinely natural, but must 
be learned humanly; a phenomenon of Science.

SH 131:26-29 
The mission of Jesus confirmed prophecy, and explained the so-called miracles of olden 
time as natural demonstrations of the divine power, demonstrations which were not 
understood.

SH 52:23-28 
The highest earthly representative of God, speaking of human ability to reflect divine 
power, prophetically said to his disciples, speaking not for their day only but for all time: 
"He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also;" and "These signs shall 
follow them that believe."

SH 38:10-14 
Jesus said: "These signs shall follow them that believe; . . . they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover." Who believes him? He was addressing his disciples, yet 
he did not say, "These signs shall follow you," but them — "them that believe" in all time 
to come.

SH 328:28-329:4 
Jesus' promise is perpetual.
Had it been given only to his immediate disciples, the Scriptural passage would read 
you, not they. The purpose of his great life-work extends through time and includes 
universal humanity. Its Principle is infinite, reaching beyond the pale of a 
single period or of a limited following.  As time moves on, the healing elements of pure 
Christianity will be fairly dealt with; they will be sought and taught, and will glow 
in all the grandeur of universal goodness.

SH 270:31-271:5 The life of Christ Jesus was not miraculous, but it was indigenous to 
his spirituality, — the good soil wherein the seed of Truth springs up and bears much 
fruit. Christ's Christianity is the chain of scientific being reappearing in all ages, 
maintaining its obvious correspondence with the Scriptures and uniting all periods in the 
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design of God.

SH 494:30-495:3 
Our Master cast out devils (evils) and healed the sick. It should be said of his followers 
also, that they cast fear and all evil out of themselves and others and heal the sick. God 
will heal the sick through man, whenever man is governed by God. Truth casts out error 
now as surely as it did nineteen centuries ago.

SH 46:7-12 
The divine Spirit, which identified Jesus thus centuries ago, has spoken through the 
inspired Word and will speak through it in every age and clime. It is revealed to the 
receptive heart, and is again seen casting out evil and healing the sick.

SH 146:26-147:5 
This healing power of Truth must have been far anterior to the period in 
which Jesus lived. It is as ancient as "the Ancient of days." It lives through all Life, and 
extends throughout all space.

Divine metaphysics is now reduced to a system, to a form comprehensible by and 
adapted to the thought of the age in which we live. This system enables the learner to 
demonstrate the divine Principle, upon which Jesus' healing was based, and the sacred 
rules for its present application to the cure of disease.

SH 123:19-29 
The revelation consists of two parts:
1.
The discovery of this divine Science of Mind-healing, through a spiritual sense of the 
Scriptures and through the teachings of the Comforter, as promised by the Master.
2.The proof, by present demonstration, that the so‐ called miracles of Jesus did not 
specially belong to a dispensation now ended, but that they illustrated an ever-operative 
divine Principle.
The operation of this Principle indicates the eternality of the scientific order and 
continuity of being.

SH x:22-23, 25-27, 30 
The divine Principle of healing is proved in the personal experience of any sincere 
seeker of Truth.

The unbiased Christian thought is soonest touched by Truth, and convinced of it.

No intellectual proficiency is requisite in the learner, but sound morals are most 
desirable.

SH 178:32-179:4 
Whoever reaches the understanding of Christian Science in its proper signification will 
perform the sudden cures of which it is capable; but this can be done only by taking up 
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the cross and following Christ in the daily life.

SH 55:21 
The promises will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing 
is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine 
Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued with the spirit and power of 
Christian healing.

SH 462:1 
Some individuals assimilate truth more readily than others, but any student, who 
adheres to the divine rules of Christian Science and imbibes the spirit of Christ, can 
demonstrate Christian Science, cast out error, heal the sick, and add continually to his 
store of spiritual understanding, potency, enlightenment, and success.

SH 98:4-7, 15-21 
The prophet of to-day beholds in the mental horizon the signs of these times, the 
reappearance of the Christianity which heals the sick and destroys error, and no other 
sign shall be given.

Beyond the frail premises of human beliefs, above the loosening grasp of creeds, the 
demonstration of Christian Mind-healing stands a revealed and practical Science.
It is imperious throughout all ages as Christ's revelation of Truth, of Life, and of Love, 
which remains inviolate for every man to understand and to practise.
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