Wednesday Evening Readings December 4, 2012
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago

TOPIC: Spirit of Christmas—Jesus was prophesied as a man acquainted with grief. How does displace
mortal belief?

HYMNS 368 388 35

THE BIBLE

Job 16:6 my

6my grief is not assuaged: and though | forbear, what am | eased?

Ps. 6:6-9

61 am weary with my groaning; all the night make | my bed to swim; | water my couch with my tears.
7Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all mine enemies.

8Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the Lord hath heard the voice of my weeping.

9The Lord hath heard my supplication; the Lord will receive my prayer.

Isa. 52:7-9, 13 (to ,)

7f[How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God
reigneth!

8Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to
eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion.

99|Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted his
people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.

139|Behold, my servant shall deal prudently,.

Isa. 53:3,4 (to )

3He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:

49 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:

John 4:46-53 Jesus

46Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a certain
nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum.

47When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him
that he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death.

50Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus had
spoken unto him, and he went his way.

51And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth.

52Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at the
seventh hour the fever left him.

53So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and
himself believed, and his whole house.

Luke 7: 11-16

119 (Jesus) went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much people.
12Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only
son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.

13And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

14And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, | say
unto thee, Arise.

15And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

16And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among
us; and, That God hath visited his people.

Luke 8:41,42 (to 1st .), 49-56

419And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down
at Jesus' feet, and besought him that he would come into his house:

42For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a-dying.

499While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying to him, Thy
daughter is dead; trouble not the Master.

50But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made
whole.



51And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John,
and the father and the mother of the maiden.

52And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.

53And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead.

54And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise.

55And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat.

56And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they should tell no man what was done.
Matt. 8:5-13

59/And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him,
6And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.

7And Jesus saith unto him, | will come and heal him.

8The centurion answered and said, Lord, | am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but
speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.

9For | am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and | say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and
to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

10When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily | say unto you, | have not
found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

13And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee.
And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.

Mal. 2:5 (to ;)

5My covenant was with him of life and peace;

Mal. 3:11 (to ;)

11And | will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground;

SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES

By Mary Baker Eddy

SH 42:5-8

The universal belief in death is of no advantage. It cannot make Life or Truth apparent. Death will be
found at length to be a mortal dream, which comes in darkness and disappears with the light.

SH 144:8-13

The various mortal beliefs formulated in human philosophy, physiology, hygiene, are predicated of
matter, and afford faint gleams of God, or Truth. The more material a belief, the more tenacious its error;
the stronger are the manifestations of the corporeal senses, the weaker the indications of Soul.

SH 84:1-2

Science is immortal and coordinate neither with the premises nor with the conclusions of mortal beliefs.
SH 289:14-24

The fact that the Christ, or Truth, overcame and still overcomes death proves the "king of terrors" to be
but a mortal belief, or error, which Truth destroys with the spiritual evidences of Life; and this shows that
what appears to the senses to be death is but a mortal illusion, for to the real man and the real universe
there is no death-process. The belief that matter has life results, by the universal law of mortal mind, in a
belief in death. So man, tree, and flower are supposed to die; but the fact remains, that God's universe is
spiritual and immortal.

SH 289:25-290:2

The spiritual fact and the material belief of things are contradictions; but the spiritual is true, and
therefore the material must be untrue. Life is not in matter. Therefore it cannot be said to pass out of
matter. Matter and death are mortal illusions. Spirit and all things spiritual are the real and eternal. Man is
not the offspring of flesh, but of Spirit, — of Life, not of matter. Because Life is God, Life must be eternal,
self-existent. Life is the everlasting | AM, the Being who was and is and shall be, whom nothing can
erase.

SH 496:20-27

"The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law," — the law of mortal belief, at war with the
facts of immortal Life, even with the spiritual law which says to the grave, "Where is thy

victory?" But "when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory."
SH 12:1-5

"The prayer of faith shall save the sick," says the Scripture. What is this healing prayer? A mere request
that God will heal the sick has no power to gain more of the divine presence than is always at hand.

SH 14:12-16



Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither in nor of
matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in sickness, you will find
yourself suddenly well.

SH 14:25-30

Entirely separate from the belief and dream of material living, is the Life divine, revealing spiritual
understanding and the consciousness of man's dominion over the whole earth.This understanding casts
out error and heals the sick, and with it you can speak "as one having authority."

SH 15:9-13

To enter into the heart of prayer, the door of the erring senses must be closed. Lips must be mute and
materialism silent, that man may have audience with Spirit, the divine Principle, Love, which destroys all
error.

SH 125:21-24, 28-126:7

The seasons will come and go with changes of time and tide, cold and heat, latitude and longitude.

The agriculturist will find that these changes cannot affect his crops. The astronomer will no longer look
up to the stars, —he will look out from them upon the universe; and the florist will find his flower before
its seed. Thus matter will finally be proved nothing more than a mortal belief, wholly inadequate to affect
a man through its organic action or supposed existence. Error will be no longer used in stating truth. The
problem of nothingness, or "dust to dust," will be solved, and mortal mind will be without form and void,
for mortality will cease when man beholds himself God's reflection, even as man sees his reflection in a
glass.

SH 79:5-6

Thousands of instances could be cited of health restored by changing the patient's thoughts regarding
death.

SH 426:23-28

The relinquishment of all faith in death and also of the fear of its sting would raise the standard of health
and morals far beyond its present elevation and would enable us to hold the banner of

Christianity aloft with unflinching faith in God, in Life eternal.

SH 406:20-25 We

We can, and ultimately shall, so rise as to avail ourselves in every direction of the supremacy Truth over
error, Life over death, and good over evil, and this growth will go on until we arrive at the fulness of
God's idea, and no more fear that we shall be sick and die.



