Wednesday, December 27th, 2012
Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist, Chicago

TOPIC: Spirit of Christmas, Part IV—how is it that the peace of Christ has authority?
HYMNS: 362 34 (traditional Christmas carol “It came upon a midnight clear”)

THE BIBLE

Eph. 6:10-15 my

10my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

11Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

13Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand.

14Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

15And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

John 8:1-11

1Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.

2And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and
taught them.

3And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the
midst,

4They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.

5Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?

6This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger
wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.

7So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you,
let him first cast a stone at her.

8And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.

9And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest,
even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

10When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those
thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?

11She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

Mark 4:35-41 when

35when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side.

36And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with
him other little ships.

37And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full.

38And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master,
carest thou not that we perish?

39And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there
was a great calm.

40And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?

41And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the
sea obey him?

Matt. 26:57-68 they

57they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders
were assembled.

59Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death;
60But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two false
withesses,

61And said, This fellow said, | am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.

62And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against
thee?

63But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, | adjure thee by the living God, that
thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.



64Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless | say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting
on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

65Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of
witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.

66What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death.

67Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands,

Rev. 12:10

10ANnd | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God,
and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day
and night.

Il John 1:3, 4

3Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the
Father, in truth and love.

4] rejoiced greatly that | found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the
Father.

Rom. 16:19 1st your, 20

19your obedience is come abroad unto all men. | am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet | would have you wise
unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.

20And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you.

| Thess. 1:2-5

2We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers;

3Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

4Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.

5For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.

Phil. 4:1 1st my, 4-7

1my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.
4Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again | say, Rejoice.

5The Lord is at hand.

6Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God.

7And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES

By Mary Baker Eddy

SH 110:25-31

Jesus demonstrated the power of Christian Science to heal mortal minds and bodies. But this power was lost
sight of, and must again be spiritually discerned, taught, and according

to Christ's command, with "signs following." lts Science must be apprehended by as many as believe on Christ
and spiritually understand Truth.

SH 458:23-31

The Christianly scientific man reflects the divine law, thus becoming a law unto himself.

He does violence to no man. Neither is he a false accuser. The Christian Scientist wisely shapes his course, and is
honest and consistent in following the leadings of divine Mind. He must prove, through living as well as healing
and teaching, that Christ's way is the only one by which mortals are radically saved from sin and sickness.

SH 569:11-14

He that touches the hem of Christ's robe and masters his mortal beliefs, animality, and hate, rejoices in the proof
of healing, — in a sweet and certain sense that God is Love.

SH 51:6-18,

Jesus could have withdrawn himself from his enemies. He had power to lay down a human sense of life for his
spiritual identity in the likeness of the divine; but he allowed men to attempt the destruction of the mortal body in
order that he might furnish the proof of immortal life. Nothing could kill this Life of man. Jesus could give his
temporal life into his enemies' hands; but when his earth-mission was accomplished, his spiritual life,
indestructible and eternal was found forever the same. He knew that matter had no life and that real Life is God;
therefore he could no more be separated from his spiritual Life than God could be extinguished.

SH 50:19-25



If his full recognition of eternal Life had for a moment given way before the evidence of the bodily senses, what
would his accusers have said? Even what they did say, — that Jesus' teachings were false, and that all evidence
of their correctness was destroyed by his death. But this saying could not make it so.

SH 51:28-32

Jesus was unselfish. His spirituality separated him from sensuousness, and caused the selfish materialist to hate
him; but it was this spirituality which enabled Jesus to heal the sick, cast out evil, and raise the dead.

SH 49:21-32

He was to prove that the Christ is not subject to material conditions, but is above the reach of human wrath, and
is able, through Truth, Life, and Love, to triumph over sin, sickness, death, and

the grave. The priests and rabbis, before whom he had meekly walked, and those to whom he had given the
highest proofs of divine power, mocked him on the cross, saying derisively, "He saved others; himself he cannot
save." These scoffers, who turned "aside the right of a man before the face of the Most High," esteemed Jesus as
"stricken, smitten of God."

SH 52:13-14, 17-18

"Despised and rejected of men," was Isaiah's graphic word concerning the coming Prince of Peace. To-day, as of
old, error and evil again make common cause against the exponents of truth.

SH 50:12-18

The appeal of Jesus was made both to his divine Principle, the God who is Love, and to himself,

Love's pure idea. Had Life, Truth, and Love forsaken him in his highest demonstration? This was a startling
question. No! They must abide in him and he in them, or that hour would be shorn of its mighty blessing for the
human race.

SH 52: 23-28

The "man of sorrows" best understood the nothingness of material life and intelligence and the mighty actuality of
all-inclusive God, good. These were the two cardinal points of Mind-healing, or Christian Science, which armed
him with Love. The highest earthly representative of God, speaking of human ability to reflect divine power,
prophetically said to his disciples, speaking not for their day only but for all time: "He that believeth on me, the
works that | do shall he do also;" and "These signs shall follow them that believe."

SH 142:4-10

Anciently the followers of Christ, or Truth, measured Christianity by its power over sickness, sin, and death; but
modern religions generally omit all but one of these powers, — the power over sin. We must seek the undivided
garment, the whole Christ, as our first proof of Christianity, for Christ, Truth, alone can furnish us with absolute
evidence.

SH 55:22-26

The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his earthly all on the
altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing.
SH 264:24-27

Spiritual living and blessedness are the only evidences, by which we can recognize true existence and feel the
unspeakable peace which comes from an all-absorbing spiritual love.

SH 333:19-23

Throughout all generations both before and after the Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection
of God, — has come with some measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth.



