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TOPIC: How can we face down negativity surrounding our elections?
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THE BIBLE

Neh. 1:1-5 (to 3rd ,), 6 
1The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month 
Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace,
2That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked 
them concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and 
concerning Jerusalem.
3And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the 
province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken 
down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.
4¶And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and 
mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven,
5And said, I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven,
6Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer 
of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel 
thy servants,
Neh. 2:10-13, 17, 18 (to ;), 18-20 1st And
10When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it 
grieved them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare of the 
children of Israel.
11So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days.
12¶And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither told I any man what 
my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: 
13and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates thereof 
were consumed with fire.
17¶Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth 
waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of 
Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach.
18Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me;
18And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this 
good work.
19But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and 
Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, 
What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king?
20Then answered I them, and said unto them, the God of heaven, he will prosper us; 
therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor 
memorial, in Jerusalem.
4Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head, 



and give them for a prey in the land of captivity:
Neh. 4:7-9
7¶But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the 
Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and 
that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth,
8And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to 
hinder it.
9Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day 
and night, because of them.
Neh. 4:17-21
17They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, 
every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a 
weapon.
Neh. 6:1-4
1Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the 
rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach 
left therein; 
2That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in 
some one of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief.
3And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?
4Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same 
manner.
Neh. 6:9-12
9For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, 
that it be not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.
10Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of 
Mehetabeel, who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay 
thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee.
11And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would 
go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in.
12And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this 
prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.
Neh. 6:15, 16
15¶So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and 
two days.
16And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen 
that were about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was wrought of our God.
Eph. 6:10-13 my, 18
10my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.
11Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil.
12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places.



13Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
18Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES
By Mary Baker Eddy 

SH 225:14-16
The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows 
human power to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. 
SH 454:18-24
Love inspires, illumines, designates, and leads the way. Right motives give pinions to 
thought, and strength and freedom to speech and action. Love is priestess at the altar 
of Truth. Wait patiently for divine Love to move upon the waters of mortal mind, and 
form the perfect concept. Patience must have her perfect work. 
SH 58:7-11
Unselfish ambition, noble life-motives, and purity, —these constituents of thought, 
mingling, constitute individually and collectively true happiness, strength, and permanence.
SH 514:18-25 
Tenderness accompanies all the might imparted by Spirit. The individuality created by 
God is not carnivorous, as witness the millennial estate pictured by Isaiah: —The wolf 
also shall dwell with the lamb, And the leopard shall lie down with the kid; And the 
calf and the young lion, and the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them.
SH 65:13-16
The broadcast powers of evil so conspicuous to-day show themselves in the 
materialism and sensualism of the age, struggling against the advancing spiritual era. 
SH 134:2-3
At every advancing step, truth is still opposed with sword and spear. 
SH 514:10-18
Moral courage is "the lion of the tribe of Juda," the king of the mental realm. Free and 
fearless it roams in the forest. Undisturbed it lies in the open field, or rests in "green 
pastures, . . . beside the still waters." In the figurative transmission from the divine 
thought to the human, diligence, promptness, and perseverance are likened to "the 
cattle upon a thousand hills." They carry the baggage of stern resolve, and keep pace 
with highest purpose.
SH 515:4-5
Patience is symbolized by the tireless worm, creeping over lofty summits, persevering 
in its intent.
SH 256:1-8
Progress takes off human shackles. The finite must yield to the infinite. Advancing to 
a higher plane of action, thought rises from the material sense to the spiritual, from 
the scholastic to the inspirational, and from the mortal to the immortal. All things are 
created spiritually. Mind, not matter, is the creator. Love, the divine Principle, is the 
Father and Mother of the universe, including man. 
SH 323:32-324:2



Willingness to become as a little child and to leave the old for the new, renders 
thought receptive of the advanced idea. 
SH 7:10-14
Looking deeply into these things, we find that "a zeal . . . not according to knowledge" 
gives occasion for reaction unfavorable to spiritual growth, sober resolve, and 
wholesome perception of God's requirements.
SH 97:11-28
The more destructive matter becomes, the more its nothingness will appear, until 
matter reaches its mortal zenith in illusion and forever disappears. The nearer a false 
belief approaches truth without passing the boundary where, having been destroyed 
by divine Love, it ceases to be even an illusion, the riper it becomes for destruction. 
The more material the belief, the more obvious its error, until divine Spirit, supreme in 
its domain, dominates all matter, and man is found in the likeness of Spirit, his 
original being. The broadest facts array the most falsities against themselves, for they 
bring error from under cover. It requires courage to utter truth; for the higher Truth 
lifts her voice, the louder will error scream, until its inarticulate sound is forever 
silenced in oblivion. "He uttered His voice, the earth melted." This Scripture indicates 
that all matter will disappear before the supremacy of Spirit.
SH 559:8-16
The "still, small voice" of scientific thought reaches over continent and ocean to the 
globe's remotest bound. The inaudible voice of Truth is, to the human mind, "as when 
a lion roareth."
It is heard in the desert and in dark places of fear. It arouses the "seven thunders" of 
evil, and stirs their latent forces to utter the full diapason of secret tones. Then is the 
power of Truth demonstrated, — made manifest in the destruction of error.
SH 298:2-7
Life, Truth, and Love are the realities of divine Science. They dawn in faith and glow 
full-orbed in spiritual understanding. As a cloud hides the sun it cannot extinguish, so 
false belief silences for a while the voice of immutable harmony, but false belief 
cannot destroy Science armed with faith, hope, and fruition.
SH 514:28-30
All of God's creatures, moving in the harmony of Science, are harmless, useful, 
indestructible.
SH 58:2-4
Unity of spirit gives new pinions to joy, or else joy's drooping wings trail in dust.
SH 15:18-21
We must resolve to take up the cross, and go forth with honest hearts to work and 
watch for wisdom, Truth, and Love. We must "pray without ceasing."
SH 64:30-32
Spirit will ultimately claim its own, — all that really is, — and the voices of physical 
sense will be forever hushed.
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