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TOPIC: What is it that gave Christian healing such divine force and astonishing success in the first 
century? 
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THE BIBLE  
Ps. 42:11 
11Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I 
shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 
Ps. 18:30 
30As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the Lord is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in 
him. 
Prov. 30:5 
5Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. 
Acts 5:12 (to ;), 14-20, 2, 23, 34,35, 38, 39 
12¶And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; 
14And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women. 
15Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at 
the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. 
16There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and 
them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one. 
17¶Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) 
and were filled with indignation, 
18And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison. 
19But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, 
20Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life. 
22But when the officers came, and found them not in the prison, they returned, and told, 
23Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers standing without before the 
doors: but when we had opened, we found no man within. 
34Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in 
reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; 
35And said unto them, 
38 now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of 
men, it will come to nought: 
39But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. 
Acts 13:50 
50But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. 
Acts 14:1-4, 6-12, 15 
6and (they) fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about: 
7And there they preached the gospel. 
8¶And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, 
who never had walked: 
9The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be 
healed, 
10Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked. 
11And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of 
Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. 
12And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker. 
15And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto 
you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and all things that are therein: 
Acts 10:34 (of a truth) 



34Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 
Prov. 3:5-8 
5¶Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
6In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
7¶Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil. 
8It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 
Ps. 67:1, 2 
1God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us;  
2That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations. 
Jer. 33:6 
6Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of 
peace and truth. 
  
SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES 
By Mary Baker Eddy 
SH 394:7-16 
Knowledge that we can accomplish the good we hope for, stimulates the system to act in the direction 
which Mind points out.  The admission that any bodily condition is beyond the control of Mind disarms 
man, prevents him from helping himself, and enthrones matter through error. 
To those struggling with sickness, such admissions are discouraging, — as much so as would be the 
advice to a man who is down in the world, that he should not try to rise above his difficulties. 
SH 134:14 
Man-made doctrines are waning. They have not waxed strong in times of trouble. Devoid of the Christ-
power, how can they illustrate the doctrines of Christ or the miracles of grace? Denial of the possibility of 
Christian healing robs Christianity of the very element, which gave it divine force and its astonishing and 
unequalled success in the first century. 
SH 288:27-28, 31-289:1 
Science reveals the glorious possibilities of immortal man, forever unlimited by the mortal senses. The 
eternal Truth destroys what mortals seem to have learned from error, and man's real existence as a child 
of God comes to light. 
SH 90:24-25 
The admission to one's self that man is God's own likeness sets man free to master the infinite idea. 
SH 260:13-18, 24-28 
Science reveals the possibility of achieving all good, and sets mortals at work to discover what God has 
already done; but distrust of one's ability to gain the goodness desired and to bring out better and 
higher results, often hampers the trial of one's wings and ensures failure at the  
outset. 
Selfishness and sensualism are educated in mortal mind by the thoughts ever recurring to one's self, by 
conversation about the body, and by the expectation of perpetual pleasure or pain from it; and this 
education is at the expense of spiritual growth. 
SH 136:1-10 
Jesus established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual foundation of Christ-healing. He 
taught followers that his religion had a divine Principle, which would cast out error and heal both the sick 
and the sinning. He claimed no intelligence, action, nor life separate from God. Despite the persecution 
this brought upon him, he used his divine power to save men both bodily and spiritually. The question 
then as now was, How did Jesus heal the sick? 
SH 138:14-16 
The supremacy of Spirit was the foundation on which Jesus built. His sublime summary points to the 
religion of Love. 
SH 135:26-32 
Christianity as Jesus taught it was not a creed, nor a system of ceremonies, nor a special gift  
from a ritualistic Jehovah; but it was the demonstration of divine Love casting out error and healing the 
sick, not merely in the name of Christ, or Truth, but in demonstration of Truth, as must be the case in the 
cycles of divine light.  
SH 138:18-22 
Christians are under as direct orders now, as they were then, to be Christlike, to possess the Christ-
spirit, to follow the Christ-example, and to heal the sick as well as the sinning. 
SH 206:10-14 



Will-power is capable of all evil. It can never heal the sick, for it is the prayer of the unrighteous; while the 
exercise of the sentiments — hope, faith, love — is the prayer of the righteous. This prayer, governed by 
Science instead of the senses, heals the sick. 
SH 40:31-41:7 
The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the kingdom, the anchor of 
hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into the Shekinah into which Jesus has passed before us; 
and this advance beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs of the righteous as well as 
through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart from material sense into the 
spiritual sense of being.  
SH 135:11-20 
The same power which heals sin heals also sickness. This is "the beauty of holiness," that when Truth 
heals the sick, it casts out evils, and when Truth casts out the evil called disease, it heals the sick. When 
Christ cast out the devil of dumbness, "it came to pass, when the devil was gone out,  
the dumb spake." There is to-day danger of repeating the offence of the Jews by limiting the Holy One 
of Israel and asking: "Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?" What cannot God do? 
SH 361:4-5 
Christ, as the true spiritual idea, is the ideal of God now and forever, here and everywhere.  
SH 333:19-22  
Throughout all generations both before and after the Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the 
reflection of God, — has come with some measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, 
Truth. 
SH 371:22-27 
No impossible thing do I ask when urging the claims of Christian Science; but because this teaching is in 
advance of the age, we should not deny our need of its spiritual unfoldment. Mankind will improve 
through Science and Christianity. 
SH 298:4-7 
As a cloud hides the sun it cannot extinguish, so false belief silences for a while the voice of immutable 
harmony, but false belief cannot destroy Science armed with faith, hope, and fruition. 
SH 445:5-8 
No hypothesis as to the existence of another power should interpose a doubt or fear to hinder the 
demonstration of Christian Science. 
SH 55:22-26 
The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and whosoever layeth his earthly 
all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now and is endued with the spirit and power of 
Christian healing.  
 
 
 


