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What is the foundation of the city?

HYMNS ! 37! 80! 440!

THE BIBLE

Ps. 48:1-4
1Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his 
holiness.
2Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, 
the city of the great King.
3God is known in her palaces for a refuge.
4For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together.
Ps. 48:8-10
8As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God: 
God will establish it for ever. 
9We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple.
10According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is 
full of righteousness.
Ps. 46:4, 5
4There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the 
tabernacles of the most High.
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early.
Rev. 3:12
12Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more 
out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, 
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write 
upon him my new name.
Rev. 21:1-7
1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea.
2And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God.
4And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 
away.
5And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, 
Write: for these words are true and faithful.
6And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.



7He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.
Rev. 21:9-11
9And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven 
last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's 
wife.
10And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that 
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
11Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal;
Rev. 21:16 (to :)
16And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth:
Rev. 21:18
18And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear 
glass.
Rev. 21:24-27
24And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the 
earth do bring their glory and honour into it.
25And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.
26And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.
27And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.
Isa. 26:1-4
1In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will 
God appoint for walls and bulwarks.
2Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in.
3Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee.
4Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:
Isa. 26:12, 13
12¶Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also hast wrought all our works in us.
13O Lord our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion over us: but by thee only will 
we make mention of thy name.

SCiENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES
By Mary Baker Eddy

SH 572:19-573:5
In Revelation xxi. 1 we read: — 
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea.
The Revelator had not yet passed the transitional stage in human experience called death, but 
he already saw a new heaven and a new earth. Through what sense came this vision to St. 
John? Not through the material visual organs for seeing, for optics are inadequate to take in so 
wonderful a scene. Were this new heaven and new earth terrestrial or celestial, material or 



spiritual? They could not be the former, for the human sense of space is unable to grasp such a 
view.
The Revelator was on our plane of existence, while yet beholding what the eye cannot see, — 
that which is invisible to the uninspired thought.
SH 573:13-574:2
Accompanying this scientific consciousness was another revelation, even the declaration from 
heaven, supreme harmony, that God, the divine Principle of harmony, is ever with men, and 
they are His people. Thus man was no longer regarded as a miserable sinner, but as the 
blessed child of God. Why?  Because St. John's corporeal sense of the heavens and earth had 
vanished, and in place of this false sense was the spiritual sense, the subjective state by which 
he could see the new heaven and new earth, which involve the spiritual idea and 
consciousness of reality.
This is Scriptural authority for concluding that such a recognition of being is, and has been, 
possible to men in this present state of existence, — that we can become conscious here and 
now, of a cessation of death, sorrow, and pain. This is indeed a foretaste of absolute Christian 
Science.
Take heart, dear sufferer, for this reality of being will surely appear sometime and in some 
way.
There will be no more pain, and all tears will be wiped away. When you read this, remember 
Jesus' words, "The kingdom of God is within you." This spiritual consciousness is therefore a 
present possibility.
SH 574:10-575:21
This ministry of Truth, this message from divine Love, carried John away in spirit. It exalted 
him till he became conscious of the spiritual facts of being and the "New Jerusalem, coming 
down from 
God, out of heaven," — the spiritual outpouring of bliss and glory, which he describes as the 
city which "lieth foursquare." The beauty of this text is, that the sum total of human misery, 
represented by the seven angelic vials full of seven plagues, has full  compensation in the law 
of Love. Note this, — that the very message, or swift-winged thought, which poured forth 
hatred and torment, brought also the experience which at last lifted the seer to behold the 
great city, the four equal sides of which were heaven-bestowed and heaven-bestowing.
Think of this, dear reader, for it will lift the sackcloth from your eyes, and you will behold the 
soft‐winged dove descending upon you. The very circumstance, which your suffering sense 
deems wrathful and afflictive, Love can make an angel entertained unawares. Then thought 
gently whispers: "Come hither! Arise from your false consciousness into the true sense of 
Love, and behold the Lamb's wife, — Love wedded to its own spiritual idea." Then cometh 
the marriage feast, for this revelation will destroy forever the physical plagues imposed by 
material sense.
This sacred city, described in the Apocalypse (xxi. 16) as one that "lieth foursquare" and 
cometh "down from God, out of heaven," represents the light and glory of divine Science. The 
builder and maker of this New Jerusalem is God, as we read in the book of Hebrews; and it is 
"a city which hath foundations." The description is metaphoric. Spiritual teaching must 
always be by symbols.



Did not Jesus illustrate the truths he taught by the mustard-seed and the prodigal?  Taken in 
its allegorical sense, the description of the city as foursquare has a profound meaning.
The four sides of our city are the Word, Christ, Christianity, and divine Science; "and the gates 
of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there." This city is wholly 
spiritual, as its four sides indicate.
SH 577:12-27
This spiritual, holy habitation has no boundary nor limit, but its four cardinal points are: first, 
the Word of Life, Truth, and Love; second, the Christ, the spiritual idea of God; third, 
Christianity, which is the outcome of the divine Principle of the Christ-idea in Christian 
history; fourth, Christian Science, which to-day and forever interprets this great example and 
the great Exemplar.
This city of our God has no need of sun or satellite, for Love is the light of it, and divine Mind 
is its own interpreter. All who are saved must walk in this light. Mighty potentates and 
dynasties will lay down their honors within the heavenly city. Its gates open towards light 
and glory both within and without, for all is good, and nothing can enter that city, which 
"defileth, . . . or maketh a lie."
SH 576:21
This kingdom of God "is within you," — is within reach of man's consciousness here, and the 
spiritual idea reveals it. In divine Science, man possesses this recognition of harmony 
consciously in proportion to his understanding of God.
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