
May 15th Wednesday Reading

“Is the NATO Summit an affirmation of true manhood or a denial of it?”
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THE BIBLE

Judg. 13:1-5
1And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord 
delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.
2¶And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name 
was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not.
3And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold 
now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.
4Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not 
any unclean thing:
5For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head: 
for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to 
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.
Judg. 13:24
24¶And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child grew, and 
the Lord blessed him.
Judg. 14:1-3, 5
1And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters 
of the Philistines.
2And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman 
in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.
3Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a woman among the 
daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of 
the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for 
she pleaseth me well.
5¶Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to 
the vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him.
6And the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would 
have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or his 
mother what he had done.
Judg. 14:7-14
7And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well.
8¶And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of 
the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion.
9And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and 
mother, and he gave them, and they did eat: but he told not them that he had taken 
the honey out of the carcase of the lion.
10¶So his father went down unto the woman: and Samson made there a feast; for so 
used the young men to do.



11And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they brought thirty companions to 
be with him.
12¶And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a riddle unto you: if ye can 
certainly declare it me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will 
give you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:
13But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me thirty sheets and thirty change 
of garments. And they said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it.
14And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong 
came forth sweetness. And they could not in three days expound the riddle.
Judg. 14:15-20
15And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson's wife, Entice 
thy husband, that he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy 
father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that we have? is it not so?
16And Samson's wife wept before him, and said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest 
me not: thou hast put forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and hast not told 
it me. And he said unto her, Behold, I have not told it my father nor my mother, and 
shall I tell it thee?
17And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and it came to 
pass on the seventh day, that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and she 
told the riddle to the children of her people.
18And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh day before the sun went 
down, What is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than a lion? And he said 
unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle.
19¶And the spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and 
slew thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and gave change of garments unto 
them which expounded the riddle. And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his 
father's house.
20But Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom he had used as his friend.
Judg. 15:1-8
1But it came to pass within a while after, in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson 
visited his wife with a kid; and he said, I will go in to my wife into the chamber. But 
her father would not suffer him to go in.
2And her father said, I verily thought that thou hadst utterly hated her; therefore I 
gave her to thy companion: is not her younger sister fairer than she? take her, I pray 
thee, instead of her.
3¶And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more blameless than the 
Philistines, though I do them a displeasure.
4And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned 
tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails.
5And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into the standing corn of 
the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the 
vineyards and olives.
6¶Then the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they answered, Samson, the 
son in law of the Timnite, because he had taken his wife, and given her to his 
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her and her father with fire.
7¶And Samson said unto them, Though ye have done this, yet will I be avenged of 
you, and after that I will cease.



8And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter: 

SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES
By Mary Baker Eddy

SH 62:27-63:1
The higher nature of man is not governed by the lower; if it were, the order of 
wisdom would be reversed.
Our false views of life hide eternal harmony, and produce the ills of which we 
complain. Because mortals believe in material laws and reject the Science of Mind, 
this does not make materiality first and the superior law of Soul last.
SH 184:16-18
Controlled by the divine intelligence, man is harmonious and eternal. Whatever is 
governed by a false belief is discordant and mortal.
SH 172:32-173:5
When we admit that matter (heart, blood, brain, acting through the five physical 
senses) constitutes man, we fail to see how anatomy can distinguish between 
humanity and the brute, or determine when man is really man and has progressed 
farther than his animal progenitors.
SH 260:19-20
Mortals must change their ideals in order to improve their models.
SH 25:16-21
Jesus presented the ideal of God better than could any man whose origin was less 
spiritual. By his obedience to God, he demonstrated more spiritually than all others 
the Principle of being. Hence the force of his admonition, "If ye love me, keep my 
commandments."
SH 9:17-24
Dost thou "love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind"? This command includes much, even the surrender of all merely material 
sensation, affection, and worship. It involves the Science of Life, and recognizes only 
the divine control of Spirit, in which Soul is our master, and material sense and 
human will have no place.
SH 25:22-32
Though demonstrating his control over sin and disease, the great Teacher by no 
means relieved others from giving the requisite proofs of their own piety. He worked 
for their guidance, that they might demonstrate this power as he did and understand 
its divine Principle. Implicit faith in the Teacher and all the emotional love we can 
bestow on him, will never alone make us imitators of him. We must go and do 
likewise, else we are not improving the great blessings which our Master worked and 
suffered to bestow upon us. The divinity of the Christ was made manifest in the 
humanity of Jesus.
SH 30:26-31:3
If we have triumphed sufficiently over the errors of material sense to allow Soul to 
hold the control, we shall loathe sin and rebuke it under every mask. Only in this way 
can we bless our enemies, though they may not so construe our words. We cannot 
choose for ourselves, but must work out our salvation in the way Jesus taught. In 



meekness and might, he was found preaching the gospel to the poor. Pride and fear 
are unfit to bear the standard of Truth, and God will never place it in such hands.
SH 292:27-293:2
This carnal material mentality, misnamed mind, is mortal. Therefore man would be 
annihilated, were it not for the spiritual real man's indissoluble connection with his 
God, which Jesus brought to light. In his resurrection and ascension, Jesus showed 
that a mortal man is not the real essence of manhood, and that this unreal material 
mortality disappears in presence of the reality.
SH 430:3-5 
Mortal mind must part with error, must put off itself with its deeds, and immortal 
manhood, the Christ ideal, will appear.
SH 125:12-17
As human thought changes from one stage to another of conscious pain and 
painlessness, sorrow and joy, — from fear to hope and from faith to understanding, 
— the visible manifestation will at last be man governed by Soul, not by material 
sense. Reflecting God's government, man is self-governed.
SH 91:1-21
The Revelator tells us of "a new heaven and a new earth." Have you ever pictured this 
heaven and earth, inhabited by beings under the control of supreme wisdom? Let us 
rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey only the divine 
Principle, Life and Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true spiritual 
growth.
It is difficult for the sinner to accept divine Science, because Science exposes his 
nothingness; but the sooner error is reduced to its native nothingness, the sooner 
man's great reality will appear and his genuine being will be understood. The 
destruction of error is by no means the destruction of Truth or Life, but is the 
acknowledgment of them.
Absorbed in material selfhood we discern and reflect but faintly the substance of Life 
or Mind.
The denial of material selfhood aids the discernment of man's spiritual and eternal 
individuality, and destroys the erroneous knowledge gained from matter or through 
what are termed the material senses.
SH 73:8-14
The belief that one man, as spirit, can control another man, as matter, upsets both 
the individuality and the Science of man, for man is image. God controls man, and 
God is the only Spirit. Any other control or attraction of so-called spirit is a mortal 
belief, which ought to be known by its fruit, — the repetition of evil.
SH 177:5-7
The evidence of divine Mind's healing power and absolute control is to me as certain 
as the evidence of my own existence.
SH 90:24-32
The admission to one's self that man is God's own likeness sets man free to master 
the infinite idea.This conviction shuts the door on death, and opens it wide towards 
immortality. The understanding and recognition of Spirit must finally come, and we 
may as well improve our time in solving the mysteries of being through an 
apprehension of divine Principle. At present we know not what man is, but we 
certainly shall know this when man reflects God.
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