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Seventeenth Church of Christ, Scientist 
Chicago, IL 
 
Wednesday Evening Meeting Readings, March 20, 2012 
 
TOPIC: How can we cope with change and maintain a sense of security? See how so many things 
shifted in Ruth’s life, but God’s goodness became the anchor of her life. 
 
HYMNS    148     56     269 
 
THE BIBLE 
Ps. 102:24-28 
24I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of my days: thy years are throughout all 
generations. 
25Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands. 
26They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture 
shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed: 
27But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end. 
28The children of thy servants shall continue, and their seed shall be established before thee. 
Ruth 1:3-5 Elimelech, 6, 8, 14, 16, 22 
3Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. 
4And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of 
the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. 
5And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons and her 
husband. 
6¶Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab: 
8Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother's house: the Lord deal 
kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 
14they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto 
her. 
16Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou 
goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God: 
22So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned out of 
the country of Moab: and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 
Ruth 2:2 Ruth (to corn), 3-6, 8-10, 11, 12, 14, 17-20 
2Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn 
3And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap was to light on a 
part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 
4¶And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The Lord be with you. And 
they answered him, The Lord bless thee. 
5Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel is this? 
6And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish damsel that 
came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab: 
8Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither 
go from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens: 
9Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go thou after them: have I not charged the 
young men that they shall not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink 
of that which the young men have drawn. 
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10Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have I found 
grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? 
11And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto 
thy mother in law since the death of thine husband: and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, 
and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore. 
12The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under 
whose wings thou art come to trust. 
14And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in 
the vinegar.  
17So she gleaned in the field until even,  
18¶And she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in law saw what she had gleaned: 
19And she shewed her mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with 
whom I wrought to-day is Boaz. 
20And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left off his 
kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one 
of our next kinsmen. 
Ruth 3:1-5, 8-11 
1Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may 
be well with thee? 
2And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley 
to night in the threshingfloor. 
3Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the 
floor: but make not thyself known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. 
4And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt 
go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do. 
5And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do. 
8¶And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a 
woman lay at his feet. 
9And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid:  
10And he said, Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter: for thou hast shewed more kindness  
11fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art 
a virtuous woman. 
Ruth 4:9, 10 
9¶And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have 
bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi. 
10Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the 
name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his 
brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day. 
Ruth 4:13-15, 17 
13¶So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the Lord gave her 
conception, and she bare a son. 
14And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left thee this day without a 
kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. 
15And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in 
law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him. 
17and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
Heb. 1:10-12 Thou 
10Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth;  
11but thou remainest;  
12 thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. 
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SCIENCE AND HEALTH WITH KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES 
By Mary Baker Eddy  
 
SH 255:1-6 
Eternal Truth is changing the universe. As mortals drop off their mental swaddling-clothes, thought 
expands into expression. "Let there be light," is the perpetual demand of Truth and Love, changing 
chaos into order and discord into the music of the spheres. 
SH 95:28-96:7 
Lulled by stupefying illusions, the world is asleep in the cradle of infancy, dreaming away the hours. 
Material sense does not unfold the facts of existence; but spiritual sense lifts human consciousness 
into eternal Truth. Humanity advances slowly out of sinning sense into spiritual understanding; 
unwillingness to learn all things rightly, binds Christendom with chains. Love will finally mark the hour 
of harmony, and spiritualization will follow, for Love is Spirit. Before error is wholly destroyed, there 
will be interruptions of the general material routine. 
SH 302:3-13 
The material body and mind are temporal, but the real man is spiritual and eternal. The identity of the 
real man is not lost, but found through this explanation; for the conscious infinitude of  
existence and of all identity is thereby discerned and remains unchanged. It is impossible that man 
should lose aught that is real, when God is all and eternally his. The notion that mind is in matter, and 
that the so-called pleasures and pains, that the birth, sin, sickness, and death are real, is a mortal 
belief; and this belief is all that will ever be lost. 
SH 69:2-10 
The scientific fact that man and the universe are evolved from Spirit, and so are spiritual, is as fixed 
in  
divine Science as is the proof that mortals gain the sense of health only as they lose the sense of sin 
and disease. Mortals can never understand God's creation while believing that man is a creator. 
God's children already created will be cognized only as man finds the truth of being. Thus it is that 
the real, ideal man appears in proportion as the false and material disappears. 
SH 588:9-19 (from the Glossary chapter) 
I, or EGO. Divine Principle; Spirit; Soul; incorporeal, unerring, immortal, and eternal Mind. There is 
but one I, or Us, but one divine Principle, or Mind, governing all existence; man and woman un-  
changed forever in their individual characters, even as numbers which never blend with each other, 
though they are governed by one Principle. All the objects of God's creation reflect one Mind, and 
whatever reflects not this one Mind, is false and erroneous, even the belief that life, substance, and 
intelligence are both mental and material.  
SH 257:24-29 
Who hath found finite life or love sufficient to meet the demands of human want and woe, — to still 
the desires, to satisfy the aspirations? Infinite Mind cannot be limited to a finite form, or Mind would 
lose its infinite character as inexhaustible Love, eternal Life, omnipotent Truth. 
SH 260:28-30 
If we array thought in mortal vestures, it must lose its immortal nature.  
SH 76:32-77:9 
The recognition of Spirit and of infinity comes not suddenly here or hereafter. The pious Polycarp 
said:  
"I cannot turn at once from good to evil." Neither do other mortals accomplish the change from error 
to truth at a single bound. Existence continues to be a belief of corporeal sense until the Science of 
being is reached. Error brings its own self-destruction both here and hereafter, for mortal mind 
creates its own physical conditions. 
SH 96:12-24 
This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there will be 
discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. The breaking up of mate- 
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rial beliefs may seem to be famine and pestilence, want and woe, sin, sickness, and death, which 
assume new phases until their nothingness appears. These disturbances will continue until the end 
of error, when all discord will be swallowed up in spiritual Truth. Mortal error will vanish in a moral 
chemicalization. This mental fermentation has begun, and will continue until all errors of belief yield 
to understanding. Belief is changeable, but spiritual understanding is changeless. 
SH 242:21 (only), 25-29 
The vesture of Life is Truth. The divine Science of man is woven into one web of consistency without 
seam or rent. Mere speculation or superstition appropriates no part of the divine vesture, while 
inspiration restores every part of the Christly garment of righteousness.  
SH 302:14-18 
Continuing our definition of man, let us remember that harmonious and immortal man has existed 
forever, and is always beyond and above the mortal illusion of any life, substance, and intelligence  
as existent in matter.  
 
 
  
 


